JUDGES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tue Book of Judges, like the 
other Historical Books of the Old 
Testument, takes its name from 
the subject to which it chiefly re- 
lates, viz, the exploits of those 
JupGEs' who ruled Israel in the 
times between the death of Joshua 
and the rise of Samuel. The rule 
of the Judges (Ruth i 1) in this 
limited sense was a distinct Dispen- 
sation, distinct from the leadership 
of Moses and Joshua, distinct from 
the more regular supremacy of Eli, 
the High-Priest, and from the Pro- 
phetic Dispensation inaugurated by 
Samuel (1 Sam. iii, 19-21; Acts 
iii. 24). 

The book consists of three divi- 

sions, (1) The Prerace, whicli 
extends to iii 6 (incl.). (2) The 
Main Narrative, iii 7—xvi. 
(3) Tue APPENDIX, containing two 
detached narratives, (a) xvii. ; (0) 
xviii—xxii To these may be added 
the Book of Ruth, containing an- 
other detached narrative, which 
anciently was included under the 
title of JupGes, to which book 
the first verse shows that it pro- 
perly belongs. 

(1) The general purpose of the 
Preface is to prepare the ground 
for the subsequent narrative ; to 
explain how it was that the hea- 
then nations of Canaan were still 


1 The Phoenician and Carthaginian 
Suffete, mentioned by Livy as correspond- 
ing in office to the Roman Consuls, 1s the 
same word as the Hebrew Shophet, Judge. 


so powerful, and the Israelites so 
destitute of Divine aid and pro- 
tection against their enemies; and 
to draw out the striking lessons of 
God’s righteous judgment, which 
were afforded by the alternate ser- 
vitudes and deliverances of the Is- 
raelites, according as they either 
forsook God to worship idols, or 
returned to Him in penitence, faith, 
and prayer. Throughout there is 
a reference to the threatenings and 
promises of the Books of Moses (ii. 
15, 20, &c.), in order both to vin- 
dicate the power and faithfulness 
of Jehovah the God of Israel, and 
to hold out a warning to the future 
generations for whose instruction 
the Book was written. In the 
view which the writer was inspired 
to present to the Church, never 
was God’s agency more busy in re- 
lation to the affairs of His people, 
than when, to a superficial ob- 
server, that agency had altogether 
ceased. On the other hand, the 
writer calls attention to the fact 
that those heroes, who wrought 
such wonderful deliverances for Is- 
rael, did it not by their own power, 
but were divinely commissioned, 
and divinely endowed with courage, 
strength, and victory. The writer 
of the Preface also directs the minds 
of the readers of his history to that 
vital doctrine, which it was one 
main object of the Old Testament 
Dispensation to keep alive in the 
world till the coming of Christ, viz., 
the Unity of God. All the calami- 
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ties which he was about to narrate, 
were the fruit and consequence of 
idolatry. “Keep yourselves from 
idols,” was the chief lesson which 
the history of the Judges was in- 
tended to inculcate. 

The Preface consists of two very 
different portions ; the recapitula- 
tion of events before, and up to, 
Joshua’s death (i.-ii 9), and the 
reflections on the history about to 
be related (ii. 10-iii. 6). 

(2) The Main Narrative con- 
tains, not consecutive annals of 
Israel as a united people, but a 
series of brilliant, striking, pic- 
tures, now of one portion of the 
tribes, now of another. Of some 
epochs minute details are given ; 
other periods of eight or ten years, 
nay, even of twenty, forty, or 
eighty years, are disposed of in 
four or five words. Obviously in 
those histories in which we find 
graphic touches and accurate de- 
tails, we have preserved to us nar- 
ratives contemporary with the 
events narrated—the narratives, 
probably, of eye-witnesses and act- 
ors in the events themselves. The 
histories of Ehud, of Barak and 
Deborah, of Gideon, of Jephthah, 
and of Samson, are the product of 
times when the invasions of Moab, 
of Jabin, of Midian, of Ammon, 
and of the Philistines, were living 
realities in the minds of those who 
penned those histories. The com- 
piler of the Book seems to have in- 
serted bodily im his history the an- 
cient narratives which were extant 
in his day. As the mind of the 
reader is led on by successive steps 
to the various exploits of the 
twelve Judges, and from them to 
Samuel, and from Samuel to Da- 
vid, and from David to David’s 
son, it cannot fail to recognize the 
working of one Divine plan for 
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man’s redemption, and to under- 
stand how Judges, and Prophets, 
and Kings were endowed with 
some portion of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, preparatory to the 
coming into the world of Him in 
Whom all the fulness of the 
Godhead should dwell bodily, 
and Who should save to the ut- 
termost all that come to God by 
Him. 

Some curious analogies have 
been noted between this, the heroic 
age of the Israelites, and the he- 
roic ages of Greece and other Gen- 
tile countries. Here, as there, it 
is in the early settlement and 
taking possession of their new 
country, and in conflicts with the 
old races, that the virtues and 
prowess of the heroes are deve- 
loped. Here, as there, there is 
oftentimes a strange mixture of 
virtue and vice, a blending of 
great and noble qualities, of most 
splendid deeds with cruelty and 
ignorance, licentiousness and bar- 
barism. And yet, in comparing 
the sacred with the heathen he- 
roes, we find in the former a faith 
in God and a religious purpose, of 
which Heathendom affords no 
trace. The exploits of the sacred 
heroes advanced the highest inte- 
rests of mankind, and were made 
subservient to the overthrow of 
abominable and impure supersti- 
tions, and to the preserving a light 
of true religion in the world until 
the coming of Christ. 

(3) The APPENDIX contains a 
record of certain events which hap- 
pened “in the days when the 
judges ruled,” but are not con- 
nected with any exploits of the 
Judges. Though placed at the end 
of the book, the two histories both 
manifestly belong chronologically to 
the beginning of it: the reason for 
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the place selected is perhaps that 
suggested in xvii 1 note. 

Exact chronology forms no partof 
the plan of the book. The only guide 
to the chronology is to be found in 
the genealogies which span the pe- 
riod: and the evidence of these 
genealogies concurs in assigning an 
average of between seven and eight 
generations to the time from the 
entrance into Canaan to the com- 
mencement of David's reign, which 
would make up from 240 to 260 
years. Deducting 30 years for 
Joshua, 30 for Samuel, and 40 for 
the reign of Saul (Acts xiii 21), 
in all 100 years, we have from 140 
to 160 years left for the events 
related in the Book of Judges. 
This is a short time, no doubt, but 
quite sutticient, when it is remem- 
bered that many of the rests and 
servitudes (iii. 8 note) therein re- 
lated are not successive, but syn- 
chronize ; and that no great de- 
pendence can be placed on the 
recurring 80, 40, and 20 years, 
whenever they are not in harmony 
with historical probability. 

The narratives which have the 
strongest appearance of synchroniz- 
ing are those of the Moabite, Am- 
monite, and Amalekite servitude 
(iii, 12-30) which lasted eighteen 
years, and was closely connected 
with a Philistine invasion (ii 31); 
of the Ammonite servitude which 
lasted eighteen years, and was also 
closely connected with a Philistine 
invasion (x. 7, 8); and of the Mi- 
dianite and Amalekite servitude 
which lasted seven years (vi. 1), all 
three of which terminated in a 
complete expulsion and destruction 
of their enemies by the three lead- 
ers Ehud, Jephthah, and Gideon, 
heading respectively the Benja- 
mites, the Manassites and the 
northern tribes, and the tribes be- 
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yond Jordan: the conduct of the 
Ephraimites as related in ch. viil. 
1, xii. 1, being an additional very 
strong feature of resemblance in 
the two histories of Gideon and 
Jephthah. The 40 years of Philis- 
tine servitude mentioned in Judg. 
xiiL 1, seems to have embraced 
the last 20 years of Eli’s judgeship, 
and the first 20 of Samucl’s, and 
terminated with Samuel’s victory 
at Eben-ezer : and, if so, Samson's 
judgeship of 20 years also coin- 
cided in part with Samuel’s. The 
long vests of 40 and 80 years 
spoken of as following the victories 
of Othniel, Barak, and Ehud, may 
very probably have synchronized i 
whole or in part. It cannot how- 
ever be denied that the chronology 
of this book is still a matter of un- 
certainty. 

The time of the compilation of 
this Book, and the finad arrange- 
ment of its component parts in 
their present form and in their 
present connexion in the series of 
the Historical Books of Scripture, 
may with ainost probability be 
assigned to the latter times of 
the Jewish monarchy, included in 
the same plan. (The Book of Ezra, 
it may be observed, by the way, 
is a continuation, not of Kings, 
but of Chronicles.) There is not 
the slightest allusion in the Book 
of Judges, to the Babylonish cap- 
tivity. Only Judges iii. 5, 6, as 
regards the Canaanite races men- 
tioned, and the context, may be 
compared with Ezra ix. 1,2. The 
language of the Book of Judges 
points to the same conclusion. It 
is pure and good Hebrew, untainted 
with Chaldaisms or Persian forms. 
as are the later books. 

The inference to which these 
and other such resemblances tends, 
is that the compilation of the 
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Book of Judges is of about the 
sume age as that of the Books 
of Samuel and Kings, if not ac- 
tually the work of the same 
hand. But no absolute certainty 
can be arrived at. 

The chief allusions to it in the 
New Testament are those in Heb. 
xi. 32 seq., and Acts xiii. 20. But 
there are frequent references to the 
histories contained in it in the 
Psalms and in the Prophets. See 
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Psalm Ixxviii. 56, &e., IxxxiiL 9- 
11, evi. 34-45, &e. ; Isaiah ix. 4, 
x. 26; Nehem. ix. 27, ke See 
also 1 Sam. xii. 9-11; 2 Sam. xi 
21. Other Books to which it re- 
fers are Genesis, Exodus, Levi- 
ticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and 
Joshua. See marg. reff to i. ii 
1-3, 6-10, 15, 20-23, iv. 11, vi. &, 
13, x. 11, xi. 13-26, xiii. 5, xvi. 
17, xviii 30, xix. 23, 24, xx. 26, 
27, ke. 


THE BOOK 


OFr 


JUDGES. 


Cuap. 1. NOW after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the 


children of Israel asked the Lorb, saying, Who shall go up for 
2 us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? And the 
Lorp said, *Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the 


a Num, 27, 
21 


ch. 20. 18. 
® Gen. 19. 3. 


3 land into his hand. And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, 
Come up with ine into my lot, that we imay fight against the 


Canaanites; and ‘I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. 


So 


¢ ver. 17, 


4 Simeon went with him. And Judah went up; and the Lorp 
delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: 


5 and they slew of them in ¢Bezek ten thousand men. 
found Adoni-bezek in Bezek : and they fought against him, and 
6 they slew the Canaanites and the Perizzites. 


And they #1 Sam. 11. 
8. 


But Adoni- 


bezek fled; and they pursued after him, and caught him, and 


7 cut off his thumbs, and his great toes, 
Threescore and ten kings, having 'their thumbs and their great 
toes cut off, °gathered their meat under my table: ¢as I have 

And they brought him to 

q Now ‘the children of Judah 


done, so God ‘hath requited ine. 
8 Jerusalem, and there he died. 


And Adoni-bezek said, 


¢ Lev. 24. 19, 
1 Sam. 15.33, 
Jam, 2. 13, 
See Josh, 


had fought against Jerusalem, and had taken it, and smitten it 15. 63. 


1 Heb. the thumbs of their hands and of their feet. 


1. 1. after the death of Joshua] But from 
i. 1 to ii. 9 is aconsecutive narrative, ending 
with the death of Joshua. Hence the events 
in this chapter and in ii. 1-6 are to be taken 
as belonging to the lifetime of Joshua. See 
ii. 11 note. 

asked the LorD] The phrase is only found 
in Judges and Samuel, It was the privilege 
of the civil ruler, to apply to the High 
Priest to consult for him the Urim and 
Thummim (marg. ref.). (Cp. Josh. xiv. 1, 
xviii. 1, 10, xix. 51). Here it was not 
Phinehas, as Josephus concludes from plac- 
ing these events after the death of Joshua, 
but Eleazar, through whom the children of 
Israel inquired ‘* Who,” (or, rather) ‘‘ which 
tribe of us shall go up” 

2. And the Lorn said] t.c. answered by 
Urim and Thummim. Zhe land was the 
portion which fell to Judah by lot, not the 
whole land of Canaan (see iii, 11). The 
priority given to Judah is a plain indication 
of Divine direction. It points to the birth 
of our Lord of the tribe of Judah. Judah 
associated Simeon with him (v. 3) because 
their lots were intermingled (Josh. xix. 1). 

4, the Canaanites and the Perizites] See 
Gen. xii. 6, xiii. 7 notes. Bezek may be 
the name of a district. It has not yet been 
identified. 

7. threescore and ten kings] We may infer 
from this number of conquered kings, that 
the intestine wars of the Canaanites were 


2 Or, gleaned. 


among the causes which, under God’s Pro- 
vidence, weakened their resistance to the 
Israelites. Adoni-Bezek’s cruelty to the 
subject kings was the cause of his receiving 
(cp. marg. reff.) this chastisement. The 
loss of the thumb would unfit a man for 
handling sword or bow; the loss of the 
great toe would impede his speed. 

8. Render ‘‘and the children of Judah 
fought against Jerusalem, and took it, and 
smote it,’”? &c. With regard to the capture 
of Jerusalem there is some obscurity. It is 
here said to have been taken, smitten with 
the edge of the sword, and burnt, by the 
children of Judah. In Josh. xii. 8, 10 the 
Jebusite and the king of Jerusalem are 
enumerated among Joshua’s conquests, but 
without any distinct mention of the capture 
of the city; and in the marg. ref. we read 
that the Jebusites were not expelled from 
Jerusalem, but dwelt with the children of 
Judah (cp. i. 21). Further we learn from 
xix. 10-12 that Jerusalem was wholly ao 
Jebusite city in the lifetime of Phinehas 
(xx. 28), and so it continued till the reign of 
David (2 Sam. v. 6-9). The conclusion is 
that Jerusalem was only taken once, viz. at 
the time here described, and that this was 
in the lifetime of Joshua; but that the 
children of Judah did not occupy it in suf- 
ficient. force to prevent the return of the 
Jebusites, who gradually recovered com- 
plete possession. 
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9 Josh.10. 9 with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire. ?And after- 
iat ward the children of Judah went down to fight against the 
& 15,13. Canaanites, that dwelt in the mountain, and in the south, and in 


10 the 'valley. And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt 
in Hebron: (now the name of Hebron before was *Kirjath- 


18 cial 11 arba:) and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, aud Talmai. ‘And 


Pacis from thence he went against the inhabitants of Debir: and tho 
1. ~Ss«2 name of Debir before was Kirjath-sopher: {[*And Caleb said, 
¥ Josh. 15. He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I 
Mi 12¢ive Achsah my daughter to wife. And Othnicl the son of 
‘ch. 3. 9. Kenaz, 'Caleb’s younger brother, took it: and he gave him 
m Josh, 15. 24 Achsah his daughter to wife. ™And it came to pass, when sho 
18, 10, came to him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field: 

and she lighted from off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What 
nGen.33, 15 wiltthou? And she said unto him, *Givo me a blessing: for 
ll. thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. 

And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs. 
och.4.11. 16 ]°*And tho children of the Kenite, Moses’ father in law, went 
18a. 15.0. up out of the city of palm trees with the children of Judah into 
oy the wilderness of Judah, which /ieth in the south of ¢Arad; "and 
P Deut.34.3. 17 they went and dwelt among the people. 4*And Judah went 
age ents Simeon his brother, and they slew the Cunaanites that 
30 inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And the namo of 
reli 18 the city was called ‘Hormah. Also Judah took “Gaza with the 
syle ‘ig coast thereof, und Askelon with the coast thereof, and Ekron 
22, 19 with the coast thereof. And the Lorp was with Judah; and 
PVeted Zhe drave out the inhabitunts of the mountain; but could not 
¥ Josh, 17 drive out the inhabitants of tho valley, because they had 


16, 18. 20 Ychariots of iron. *And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses 


24. 21 said: and he a see thence the three sons of Anak. 4*And 
# See Josh. the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that 
18. 23. inhabited Jerusalem ; but the Jebusi%es dwell with the children 

22 of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day. {And the house of 
> ver. 19. Joseph, they also went up against Beth-el: ®and the Lorp was 
¢Josh.2.1. 23 with them. And the house of Joseph ‘sent to descry Beth-cl. 


a7. 2-04.19, 24 (Now the namo of the city before was¢Luz.) And the spies 


1 Or, low country. 


® Or, he possessed the mountain. 


set the city on fire] A phrase found only at 
xx, 48; 2 K, viii, 12, and Ps. Ixxiv. 7. 

16, the children of the Kenite] See Num. 
xxiv. 21 note. 

the city of palin trees] Jericho (see marg. 
ref.), The Rabbinical story is that Jericho, 
with 500 cubits square of land, was given 
to Hobab. The use of the phrase city of 

alm trees” for ‘‘ Jericho,” is perhaps an 
indication of the influence of Joshua’s curse 
(Josh. vi. 26). The very name of Jericho 
was blotted out. There are no palm trees 
at Jericho now, but Josephus mentions them 
reretealy) as well as the balsam trees. 

7. Hormah] See Num. xxi. 1 note. The 
destruction then vowed was now accom- 
plished. This is another decisive indication 
that the events here related belong to 
Joshua’s lifetime. This would be about six 
years after the vow. 

18, It is remarkable that Ashdod is not 
here mentioned, as it is in Josh. xv. 46, 47, 


in conjunction with Gaza and Ekron ; but 
that Askelon, which is not int the list of the 
cities of Judah at all, is named in its stead. 
(See Josh. xiii. 3 note.) It is a curious fact 
that when Rameses IIT. took Askelon it 
was occupied, not by Philistines, but appa- 
rently by Hebrews. Rameses began to 
reign B.C. 1269, and reigned 25 years. At 
any time between 1269 and 1244 such occu- 
pation of Askelon by Hebrews agrees with 
the Book of Judges. 

21. This verse is nearly identical with 
Josh. xv. 68, except in the substitution of 
Benjamin for Judah. Probably the original 
reading Judah was altered in later times to 
Benjamin, because Jebus was within the 
border of Benjamin, and neither had the 
Bonjemulss expelled the Jebusites. 

. Bethel was within the borders of Ben- 
jamin, but was captured, as we here learn, 
by the house of Joseph, whe probably re- 
tained it. 
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saw a man come forth out of the city, and they said unto him, 
Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance into the city, and «we will 
25 shew thee inercy. And when he shewed them the entrance into 
tho city, they smote the city with the edge of the sword; but 
26 they let go the man and all his family. And the man went 
into the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and called the 
nume thereof Luz: which 7s the naine thereof unto this day. 
27 Q/Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhubitunts of Beth-shean 
and her towns, nor Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants 
of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her 
towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: but the 
28 Caunaanites would dwell in that land. And it came to pass, when 
Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and 
29 did not utterly drive them out. QJ?Neither did Ephraim drive 
out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gozer; but the Canaanites 
30 dwelt in Gezer among them. (Neither did Zebulun drive out 
the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol ; but 
the Canaanites dwelt among them, and becaine tributaries. 
31 (‘Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Accho, nor 
the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Aklab, nor of Achzib, nor of 
$2 IH[elbuh, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob: but the Asherites dwelt 
among tho Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: tor they did 
33 not drive them out. 9'Neither did Naphtali drive out the 


inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of Beth-anath; 3% 


but he “dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the 
land: nevertheless tho inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth- 
34 anath “became tributaries unto them. QAnd the Amorites 
forced the children of Dan into the mountain: for they would 
35 not suffer them to come down to the valley: but the Amorites 
would dwell in mount Heres ?in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet 
the hand of the house of Joseph 'prevailed, so that they became 
36 tributaries. And the coast of the Amorites was ? from *the going 
up to Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward. 
. 2, And an 3angel of the Lorp camo up from Gilgal “to 
Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have 


2 Or, Mualeh-akrabbim. 


a ew ee ne 


26. The site of this new Luz is not known, 
but “the land of the Hittites” was appa- 
rently in the north of Palestine, on the 
borders of Syria (Gen. x. 15 note). 

31. Cp. marg. ref. <Accho, afterwards Jud 
called Ptolemais, now Akka or St. Jean 
d’Acre, is named here for the first time. 

$2. It is an evidence of the power of the 
Canaanite in this portion of the land that it 
is not said (cp. v. 30) that the Canaanites 
dwelt among the Asherites, but that the 
Asherites (and 2v. 33, Naphtali) ‘ dwelt 
among the Canaanites:” nor are the 
Canaanites in Accho, Zidon, and the other 
Asherite cities, said to have become tribu- 
taries, 

34, The Amorites are usually found in 
the mountain (Num. xiii. 29; Josh, x. 6). 
Here they dwell in the valley, of which the 
monuments of Rameses III. show them to 
have been in possession when that monarch 
invaded Syria. It was their great strength 
in tliis district, and their forcible detention 


' Heb. twas heacy. 3 Or, messenger. 


708, 
called from the mass o 


near Petra (cp. Obad., 3). 
look 


bourhood. 


See Gen. xii. 7 note. 
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¢ Joch. 2. 12, 
14. 


S Josh. 17. 
1], 12, 13. 


# Josh, 16. 
10. 
) Kin. 9. 16. 
h Josh. 19. 
15. 
Josh. 19. 
24—30. 
EPs, 106.34, 
35. 
' Josh. 19. 

3. 


m ver, 22, 


n ver. 30. 


© Josh. 19. 
42. 


Pp Num. 34. 4, 
Josh. 18. 3. 


@ ver, 5. 


of the territory of Dan, which led to the 
expedition of the Danites (xviii.). h 
house of Joseph lent their powerful aid in 
subduing them, probably in the times of the 


The 


86. the going up to Akrabbim] See marg. 
and reff.; properly ‘‘the ascent of 
pions,” with which the whole region abounds. 

the rock] Petra, the oe of Idumea, so 

precipitous rock 
which encloses the town, and out of which 
many of its buildings are excavated. ‘The 
original word Selah is always used of the 
rock at Kadesh-Barnea (Num. xx. 8-11), 
This leads us to 
for ‘‘the ascent of scorpions,” here 
coupled with /as-sclah, in the same neigh- 


scor- 


II. 1, The angel of the Lorn (not an 
angel).] The phrase is used nearly sixty times 
to desiynate the Angel of God's Presence. 
In all cases where 
‘the angel of the Lord ” delivers a message, 
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» Gen, 17. 7, 


Ex. 3. 6—3. 
¢ Deut. 7. 2. 


@ Deut, 12.3. 


* ver, 20, 


f Josh.23.13. 


f Josh. 22. 6. 


& 24, 23. 


© Josh.2b31. 
# Josh. 24.22, 


m Josh. 2%. 
30. 
" Josh. 19. 
§0. 


& 24, 30, 
Timuath 


Tit. 1, 16. 


JUDGES II. 


brought you_unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; 
2 and *L said, I will never break my covenant with you. And ‘ye 
shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land ; ¢ ye shall 
throw down their altars: ‘but ye have not obeyed my voice: 
3 why have ye done this? Wherefore I ulso said, I will not drive 
them out from before you; but they shall be 4as thorns in your 
4 sides, and ’their gods shall be a “snare unto you. And it 
came to pass, when the angel of the Lorp spake these words 
unto all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their 
5 voice, and wept. And they called the name of that place 
G?}Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the Lorp. QJAnd 
when ‘Joshua had let the people go, the children of Israel went 
7 every man unto his inheritance to possess the land. *And the 
people served the LorD all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the eldors that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great 
8 works of the Lorn, that he did for Israel. And ‘Joshua the 
son of Nun, the servant of the Lorp, died, being an hundred and 
9 ten years old. And they buried him in the border of his 
inheritance in “Timnath-heres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the 
10 north side of the hill Gaash. And also all that generation were 
gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another gencration 
after them, which °knew not the LorpD, nor yet the works 


1 That is, Weepers. 


* Heb. prolonged days after Joshua, 


he does it as if God Himself were speaking, 
without the intervening words ‘‘ Thus saith 
the Lord,” which are used in the case of 
prophets. (Cp. vi. 8; Josh, xxiv. 2.) 

hen the Rost of Israel came up from 
Gilgal in the plain of Jericho, near the Jor- 
dan (Josh, iv. 19) to Shiloh and Shechem, 
in the hill country of Ephraim, the Angel 
who had been with them at Gilgal (Exod. 
xxiii. 20-23, xxxiii. 1-4; Josh. v. 10-15) ac- 
companied them. The mention of Gilgal 
thus fixes the transaction to the period scon 
after the removal of the camp from Gilgal, 
and the events recorded in i. 1-36 (of which 
those related in vv. 1-29 took place before, 
and those in vv. 30-36, just after that re- 
moval). It also shows that it was the con- 
duct of the Israelites, recorded in ch. i. as 
in Josh. xvi. xvii, which provoked this 
rebuke. 

2. The two articles of the Covenant here 
specited (cp. marg. reff.) are those which 
the Israelites had at thistime broken. The 
other important prohibition (Deut. vii. 3) is 
not specified by the Angel, and this is an 
indication that at the time the Angel spoke, 
intermarriages with the heathen spoken of 
(iii. 6) had not taken place; and this again 
is another evidence of the early date of this 
occurrence. 

3. ‘‘ Wherefore I also said” Rather be- 
cause ye have done the things mentioned in 
v, 2, ‘' I have now said (i.e. I now protest 
and declare) that I will not drive them out 
Srom before you” (ep. xix. 29). And it was 
the announcement of this resolution by the 
Angel that caused the people to weep. 

The word thorns in this verse is supplied 


by the A. V. from the similar passage in 
Joshua (see marg. ref.). Other Versions 
adopt a different reading of the original 
text, and prefer the sense ‘‘they shall be 
to you for adversaries ” (cp. the last words of 
Num. xxxiii. 55). 

5. Bochim] i.e. weepers. It was near 
Shechem, but the site is unknown. Cp. 
the names given to places for similar rea- 
sons in Gen, xxxv. 8, 1. 11. 

7. If Joshua was about 80 at the entrance 
into Canaan, 30 years would bring us to 
the close of his life. The “‘ elders” would he 
all that were old enough to take part in 
the wars of Canaan (iil. 1, 2); and there- 
fore, reckoning from the age of 20 to 70,a 
period of about 50 years may be assigned 
from the entrance into Canaan to the death 
of the elders, or 20 years after the death of 
Joshua. 

the great works of the Lorp] The over- 
throw of the Canaanitish nations. 

8. the servant of the Lorn] ‘This is a title 
specially given to Moses (Deut. xxxiv. 53 
dosh, i. 1). In later books, the phrase 
“the servant of God” is used (1 Chr. vi. 

3; Neh. x. 29; Dan. ix. 11; Rev. xv.°3). 
It is applied to Joshua only here and in 
Josh. xxiv. 29. It is spoken of David 
(Ps. xviii., title), and generally of the 
prophets; and, like the analogous phrase, 
**man of God,” is transferred by St. Paul 
to the ministers of Christ under the New 
Testament (2 Tim. ii. 24; Jam. i. 1). 

10, all that generation] t.e. the main body 
of those who were grown-up men at the 
time of the conquest of Canaan. 


eSussour siqy Aoy avaddu you saop 47 
"ST “IL JO asoyg Yl] Spszoar Yat Fursopo 
‘uUOISssATIp 1aY,OU 9q 0} SUIS *Y “UL JO pua 
ayy 03 uAOp ‘sMoT[oy FY TTY “Ayaqerpaut 
“UIT [TBF 9¥ 9a 0} ATU pearyy ay9 dn sayayva 
0% ‘@ yng ‘aAIQeuTU [CULO 943 YA 
asiadsia}Ur IApiduios ayy Jo suOTyIayaI ayy 
Bareq jo souvsvodds oy} savy Aayy ¢ souily 
J9zO] YONUL 0} Jajer sasl9s ayelpaullezul sy J, 
"ST ‘2 UIA pazoIUUOD sl aslaA SIT, * 
GT“ YA pay rung iat a 
-UVOLT Tay JO 99nDI97,, ,,{PaAZILI sta,, 
Jo ,,*WOTSSBdT0D YIM POAC SVM POT 
oyy,, ‘wyyey [AuO'T 947 paguadas 32 *gT 
"(49 *d *poaquy) Yoog 9y3 0} aureu 
S}T SAALT YONA, “ADGA ULI} at} jo Uo 
-ANPOIBUL YSLY 9YZ ST sty, [saipnl dr pasine 
Cug'T 247 ( PUv,, LaYwA) ssapayplaAIU “QT 
"OG “TIXXX “Qnaqy UI puNoy ysry 
Bt “ap puny 94} O72 way? pjos ay ‘ascayd 
OUT, “You “Srvur ayy arusueg ‘et ‘ST 
“yeltuaia pe ul put ‘sdutyy 
ou jo syoog oy ur “ynacy ut A[peroadsa 
‘AIZO[OPLYIIAL UOLXBULOS Ul UOTssaIdxa JuaND 
“aay YW [ualinn 0) CUO'T 947 payorotd “gy 
‘ayeysy ‘APULAIp 
apeuray oy Jo Vs0y3 0} ‘(ET ‘2) yownysP 


‘unioy Tomy ayy saop su ‘paddiysioa. pue 
dn yas fay} yotyar [ee Jo sadvurt snosaunu 
GY} ¥} Slajas ‘ueywng ‘peeg jo [wand sy, 
"OP “TT ‘Gg “AX ‘YT T aas 
‘assayd aztsoddo 944 Jo,y “HOU euO jo pur 
JoYyyNe uv Jo pusy ayy syrvu asvayd ayy Jo - 
soUadINIal ayy, “saUIysIty ayy (Z) ‘saqtuour 
“ury ayy (9) ‘Yoajautiq~y yo Auuva.{, 949 (c) 
‘usiprt (p) “urqec: (g) ‘uopsq (g) ‘wreyge 
“Yysiy-uBysnyy ([) aapun sapngiaaas uaaas 
ay} wey} uodn UMOP MaIpP YoIyA ‘facasy 
jo satsejsode uaass ayy jo oarjdiosap sv 
‘saSpup UL saul UaAas sindd0 3f *AIQUIOpt 
oyut Suyyey 10 asvayd avpn$er ayy st s1yy 
‘syoog [EoWo si ay} [[e pue yoog siy4 
ysnoiyy, [auory ay2 fo 21s ay) ur par mp 
“YOO 344 Jo syuaquoo ajoyar ayy Jo 
Axcuiuins v ‘za3deyo 349 Jo pua ayy 04 FL *2 
WO} *sMOT[OJ UIYyZ PUY ,,"S19Yy9vz NAY 
JO pox) ey} Yoos10; pus ‘unpeug paasros pus 
‘ploT 94} Jo FyTIs 9yQ UL [Aa PIP [aussy 
jo UsaIp[iyo ay4,,“peap sea wnysue uayAr 
qng “(Z ‘12) wnysor jo sep ey) qv pay 
94} PIAlas [eis] “yUIY OU BADAUOD “Tt "YD 
yy Jo gnq ,“enysor jo Yyywap 9113 107j8,, 
uaddey pip Alfear guvqay jo sauareu yj} 
sulseq aiazy [pavusy fo wetppryo ayy pun “Ty 


“Or 
"83 “W804 
"EL AOAS 


oR ‘TER 
"SLE UD o 


"Ok —T8 
“B01 ‘Sd p 


*g "[ "YSOL » 


££ ANT 
"SL FE XG a 
‘06 “EL SVV 
"Ther aus [ 
O'E TD v 
"86 “WIT 
“0G °ADT s 
"el “£ “YSUL 
*LE DG °ADT 4 
“LT Og “Test 
‘al “Th “8 
8B YD s 

0 
“ZT UN Se 
RROD 
"LE UD 
°§ "OG CMT 4 


“FL ‘OMNI 5 
“OL Lewd ¢ 


617 


*3ANAL02 I499 “IQ = 


sarayy fo 2nf Guryjou 72) Foy} ‘G2 5 "prays “COIL 


oJUN pouaytvay jou oivg puv ‘staqyry tay} popuvututoo T yoryr 
quvudsod AuL passoidsuniz, qyeq opdoad stqy yey} osnvoag ‘pies 
OY PUL [OLS] SUIVSE 4OY SUA. CUOT 04} Jo JoZuv oyy puy;|b 0Z 
‘AVM ULOGNIS It~oy} UlOly JOU ‘sSulop UAO TOY} WoIy you 
pasvas Joy}, | ULI}? OJUN UMOP ALoq 0} pu ‘ULOTQ o.A10s 03 spod 
1OYJO SULMOT[OF UL ‘s19yINY Atay UNG] oLOUT 992/a8uLI277 poydnzs09 - 
pus ‘pourmnyor Loy yoy? ‘puap svar oSpnl oy} uot, ‘ssud 0} outud 
qi puUy “Woy? poxoa puv utoyy possorddo 4vy4 uroyy Jo wosvar Aq GT 
ssuTUvoIlg OY} JO ostivdaq aUtor[ oy} pozuodor 41 Ioy, :oSpnl oy} 
jo sup 04} [[v sotutoud I1074 Jo put oY} Jo yNO WaT} poroAyop 
puv ‘e8pnt og} qyLK sua, auO'T 04}, Uo} ‘so’pnl dn wy} 
pastel GUOT OF} WoYA puy ‘os you prp Jog} yrq SauorTyT oY} ST 
JO SJUSUIPULUTULOD 04} Surfoqo ‘ut payfEa s1oyyey Itoyy Youpr 
Avs oy} Jo quo ATyoInb pour} Loyy : uUIoYy oJUN saaAzosuIDy} 
poaog pur ‘spod Joyjo 10yju Buoy v quo, fog} ynq ‘saSpnt 
0G} OFUN Usytvay you prnoa. {oy} yoL puy  ‘utoy3 poztods 'f 
qvq} SOY} JO puvy oy} Jo yno UlsTy paroatap, yory.r ‘soSpnl dn 
POSTVI TUOT OY} y SSBJOGPIOAON |b “possaaqstp Ayyvoi3 o19a. AOY} OT 
PUL | UIST} OJUN UIOAS Pull TUO'T 04} Sv, puL ‘prus pry auO'T oY} 
SU ‘[LAO Lo} WIOG} YSUIVSE svAL GUO] 04} Jo puTYy oy} ‘no JUOA 
Ao} TOAOOSIONPY AL *SOIWIOUD IIDY} aIOJoq purys Josuoy Auv eT 
4ou plnoo, Loy} 4vTy 08 “noqu puNoI somos Ite} Jo spuuy oY2 


S oJUL UIOG} Pos of. puv ‘woyy pafiods 42g szoytods Jo spury on} 


OFUL ULOT} POIDAT[OPy OY PUL ‘[OUAST JSUTBSv yoy SUA CUOT OY Jo 
doguv oy} puy; |) ‘Worujysy pur [ug posses pur, ‘aUO'y OY} FI 
yoosiof Aoqy puy *1oSuv oj quo'T oy} poxyoaord puv ‘u0y3 o7UN ET 
SOAJOSULOY} PIANO, puU ‘UIOT} JnOoqu puNoL aim 4vqy ofdoad 013 
JO spoS oy} Jo ‘spoH 104305 paarorjoy puv 4d<3q yo puvy oy} Jo 
NO U9Yy FYSNoIg YOryAs ‘s1oyyVy AVY} Jo Pox) AUO'T 94} Yooss0f ¢ 
Aoy} pur : wyerg possos puv ‘aquory oy} Jo yUSis oy} Ut [IA CT 
PIP [9e1s] JO Uorp[iyo oy} puy |, “Jevssy Loy ouop pey og Woy TE 


TI saoaar 


420 


& Josh. 23. 
13. 


ich. 3. 1, 4 
& Deut. 8. 2, 
16. & 13. 3. 


23 not. 


JUDGES. 


II. IIl. 


21 my voice; *I also will not henceforth drive out any from before 
22 them of the nations which Joshua lett when he died: ‘that 
through them I may ‘prove Israel, whether they will keep the 
way of the Lorp to walk therein, as their fathers did keep i, or 
Therefore the Lor ‘left those nations, without driving 


them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of 


Joshua. 


Cxap. 3. NOW these are “the nations which the Lorp left, to 
prove Israel by them, evex as many of Israe/ as had not known 


2 all the warsof Canaan; only that the gencrations of the children 
of Isracl might know, to teach them war, at the least such as 


® Josh 13, 
2—6. 


3 before knew nothing thereof; namely, *tive lords of the Philis- 
tines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivyites 


that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from inount Baal-hermon unto 


¢ ch, 2, 22. 


4 the entering in of Hamath. 


‘And they wero to prove Israel by 


thom, to know whether they would hearken unto the command- 
ments of the Lorp, which he commanded their fathers by tho 


@ Pg, 100. 
35. 


5 hand of Moses. (And the children of Israel dwelt among the 
Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, 


Israel, as described in vision by Ezekiel 


*Ex.3.16, 6 and Jebusites: and ‘they took their daughters to be their wives, 
Deut. 7. 3. and gaye their daughters to their sons, and served their gods. 
feh.2.11,  7/And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lorn, and 
oe ree forgat the Lorp their God, and served Baalim and “the groves. 
ch. 6.25. | 8 Therefore the anger of the LorD was hot against Israel, and he 
ae S ele tsold them into the hand of *Chushan-rishathaim king of *Meso- 
pepe potamia: and the children of Israel seryed Chushan-rishathain 
1 Or, suffered. 2 Heb. dAram-nakaraim, 
was piven to Israel, whether by Angel, or 


prophet, or Urim, nor indeed is it certain 
whetherany message was given. The words 
may be understood as merely explainin; 
what passed through the Divine mind, an 
expressing the thoughts which regulated the 
Divine proceeding. 

» even as many of Israel, &c.] These 
words show that the writer has especially in 
view the generation which came to man’s 
estate immediately after the close of the 
wars with the Canaanites (Josh. xxiii. 1). 
Cp. ii. 10. 

3. lords] Seranim, a title used exclusively 
of the princes of the five Philistine cities. 
The title is probably of Phoenician origin. 

Joshua appears to have smitten and sub- 
dued the Hivites as far north as Baal-Gad, 
in the valley of Lebanon under Mount 
Hermon (Josh. xi, 17, xii. 7), but no 
further (Josh. xiii. 5). There was an un- 
subdued Hivite population to the north of 
Baal-hermon (probably Baal-Gad under 
Hermon, since it is not synonymous with 
Hermon ; see 1 Chr. v. 23), to the enterin, 
in of Hamath: i. ein the fertile valley o 
Cele-Syria. Hamath is always spoken of 
as the extreme northern boundary of the 
land of Canaan. Itwas thegateof approach 
to Canaan from Babylon, ani all the north 
(Zech. ix. 2: Jer. xxxix. 5). It formed 
part of the dominions of Solomon (2 Ch.r. 
viii. 4), and of the future inheritance of 


(xlvii. 16), 
. See ii, 2 note. 

TZ. and Ge rores| Lit. Asheroth, images of 
Asherah [the goddess companion of Baal): 
see Deut. xvi. 21 note. 

8. Here we hold again the thread of the 
proper narrative, which seems as if it 
ought to have run thus (i.1): Now, &c. 
(iii. 8), therefore (or ‘ and”) &c. 

served Chushan-Rishathaim] This is the 
same phrase as in 7.14. From it is derived 
the expression, ‘‘the times of servitude,” as 
distinguished from “ the times of rest,” in 
speaking of the times of the Judges. Meso- 
potamia, or Aram-naharaim, was the seat 
of Nimrod’s kingdom, and Nimrod was the 
son of Cush (Gen. x. 8-12). Rishathaim is 
perhaps the name of a city, or a foreign 
word altered toa Hebrew form. Nothing 
is known from history, or the cuneiform 
inscriptions, of the political condition of 
Mesopotamia at this time, though Thotmes 
I. and III. in the 18th Egyptian dynasty 
are known to have invaded Mesopotamia. 
It is, however, in accordance with such an 
aggressive Aramean movement towards 
Palestine, that as early as the time of 
Abraham we find the kings of Shinar and 
of Elam invading the south of Palestine. 
There is also distinct evidence inthe names 
of the Edomitish kings (Gen. xxxvi. 32, 
35, 37) of an Aramean dynasty in Edom 


JUDGES. III. 


¢ eight years. And when the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lorv, the Lorp “raised up a | deliverer to the children of Isracl, 
who delivered them, even *Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's 
10 younger brother. And °the Spirit of the Lorp *came upon him, 
@ judged Isracl, and went out to war: and the’ Lorp 
delivered Chushan-rishathaim king of 3Mesopotamia into his 


and 
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? ver. 15. 
m ch. 2. 16. 
* ch. 1, 13. 


» Sec Num. 
27. 18. 

1 Sam. 11, 6. 
2 Chr. 15. 1, 


11 hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. And 
the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz 


12 died. And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight 
of the orp: and the Lorn strengthened ¢Eglon the king of 
Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of 9 

13 the Lorp. And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon 


1 Heb, saviour, 


P ch. 2. 19. 
71 Sam. 12, 


rch. 5. 14. 
and *Amalek, and went and smote Israel, and possessed the 4 cb. 1. 16, 
14 city of palm trees. So the children of Israel ‘served Eglon the (,Deut 26-48. 
15 king of Moab eighteen years. J But when the children of Isracl ch. 4.3. 
“cried unto the Lorp, the Lorp raised them up a deliverer, rae 
Ehud the son of Gera, ‘a Benjamite, a man ‘lefthanded: and 1 sam.i2.10. 
2 
3 Heb. Aram, 5 Heb, shut of his right yen 
+ Or, the son of Gemini, hand. ch. 20. 16. & 107, 13, 19. 


2 Heb. eras. 


a oe one 


about the time of the early Judges. Cp., 
too, Job i. 17. 

9. Othniel was already distinguished in 
Joshua's lifetime as a brave and successful 
leader. See Josh. xv. 16, 17. 

10. and the Spirit of the Lorn came upon 
him] The phrase occurs frequently in this 
Book and in the Books of Samuel and 
Kings. It marks the peculiar office of the 
Judges. ‘They were saviours (v.  marg. 
Neh. ix. 27) called and directed by the 
Holy Spirit, Who endued them with extra- 
ordinary wisdom, courage, and strength for 
the work which lay before them (cp. vi. 34, 
xi, 29, xiii. 25, xiv. 6. 19), and were in 
this respect types of Christ the ‘“‘ Judge of 
Israel” (Mic. v. 1), in Whom “ the Spirit of 
the Lord God” was “without measure” 
(Isai. xi. 2, lxi. 1; Matt. xii. 18-21; Joh. i. 
32; Acts xiii. 2). ; 

11. the land means here, as in i. 2, not 
the whole land of Canaan, but the part 
concerned, probably the land of the tribe of 
Judah. Forty years, here and elsewhere, is 
(like fourscore uears, v. 30) a round number, 
perhaps equivalent to a generation. 

12, The “strengthening” Eglon was the 
special work of God, and because Israel 
*“had done evil,” &c. Samuel’s comment on 
the event is to the same effect (1 Sam. 


xii. 9). 

13. The children of Ammon (Beni-Am- 
mon), almost always so spoken of from their 
ancestor Ben-ammi (Gen. xix. 38), seem to 
be under the leadership of the king of Moab, 
as do also the ‘Amalekites this is perhals 
the strengthening spoken of in v.12. In ch. 
vi. the combination is Midianites, Amalek- 
ites, and_children of the East, or Arab 
tribes. In the narrative of Jephthah’s 
judgeship, the Ammonites alone are men- 
tioned; but with a reference to the Moah- 
ites, and as if they were one people (xi. 24). 


The Amalekites appear as the constant 
and bitter foes of the Israelites (Exod. 
xvii. 8 notes and reff.); and the naming a 
mountain in Ephraim, ‘‘the mount of the 
Amatlekites ” (xii. 15) is probably a memorial 
of this joint invasion of Moabites and Ama- 
lekites, and marks the scene either of their 
peoupaden, or of some signal victory over 
em. 

The city of palm trees : i.c. Jericho (i. 16), 
having been utterly destroyed by Joshua, 
and not rebuilt till the time of Ahab (Josh. 
vi. 24-26; 1K. xvi. 34), can only have ex- 
isted at this time as an unwalled village, 
—like Jerusalem after its destruction by 
Nebuzaradan, till Nehemiah rebuilt its 
walls—and like its modern representative 
er-Riha, a village with o fortress for the 
Turkish garrison. This occupation of Jeri- 
cho should be compared with the inva- 
sion in x. 9, where two out of the three 
tribes named, Benjamin and ‘Ephraim, are 
the same as those here concerned, and 
where (x. 7) the Philistines are coupled 
with the Ammonites, just as here (z. 31) the 
Philistines are mentioned in near connexion 
with the Moabites. See Introd. p. 69. 

15, But when the children of Isracl cried 
unto the Lorp, the LorD raised them up a 
deliverer] The very same words as are used 
at v. 9. See, too, ii. 16, 18, and Neh. 


ix. 27. 

Ehud ‘‘ the Benjamite” was of the family 
or house of Gera (2 Sam. xvi. 5), the son of 
Bela, Benjamin’s first-born, born before 
Jacob’s descent into Egypt (Gen. xlvi. 21), 
and then included among ‘the sons of Ren- 
jamin.” The genealogy in 1 Chr. viii. 6 
intimates that Ehud (apparently written 
Abihud in v. 3) became the head of a sepa- 
rate house. 

left-handed] See marge. The phrase is 
thought to describe not so much a defect as 
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JUDGES. IIL 


by him the children of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king 
16 of Moab. But Ehud made him a dagger which had two edges, 
of a cubit length; and he did gird it under his raiment upon his 
17 right thigh. And he brought the present unto Eglon king of 
18 Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man. And when he had made 


an end to offer the present, he sent away the people that bare 


® Josh. 4.20, 19 the present. 


But he himself turned again “from the ! quarries 


that were by Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand unto thee, 
O king: who said, Keep silence. And all that stood by him 
20 went out from him. And Ehud came unto him; and he was 
sitting in a summer parlour, which he had for himself alone. 
And Ehud said, 1 have a message from God unto thee. And he 


91 arose out of his seat. 


And Ehud put forth his left hand, and 


took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly : 
22 and the haft also went in after the blade; and the fat closed 
upon the blade, so that he could not draw the dagger out of his 
23 belly; and *the dirt camo out. Then Ehud went forth through 
the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour upon him, and 


24 locked them. 


When he was gone out, his servants came; and 


when they saw that, behold, the doors of the parlour were 
locked, they suid, Surely he ‘covereth his feet in his summer 


25 chamber. 


And they tarried till they were ashamed: and, 


behold, he opened not the doors of the parlour; therefore they 
took a key, and opened them : and, behold, their lord was fallen 


26 down dead on the earth. 


And Ehud escaped while they tarried, 


27 and passed beyond the quarries, and escaped unto Seirath. And 


1 Or, graven images. 
2 Heb, a parlour of cool- 
ing: See Amos 3. 15. 


SOr, i came out at the 
Sundament, 


4 Or, doeth his easement, 
1 Sam, 24. 3. 


the power to use left and right hands equally 
well (cp. xx. 16; 1 Chr. xii. 2). 

a present] i.e. tribute (2 Sam. viii. 2, 6; 
1 rel iv. 21; Ps, lxxii, 10). The employ- 
ment of Ehud for this purpose points him 
out as a chief of some distinction. He 
would be attended by a numerous suite 
(v.18). We may conclude that the destruc- 
tion of the Benjamites (ch. xx.) had not 
taken place at this time. 

16. upon his right thigh] The proper side 
for a left-handed man. It would give him 
the appearance of being unarmed. The 
narrative shows clearly that his action was 
premeditated (v. 21). 

19. Gilgal was in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Jericho (ii. 1), where doubtless 
Eyglon held his court at this time (v. 13). 

quarries] Some take the original of this 
word in its common meaning of carved 
images or idols (see marg.). 

20. Probably Ehud’s first message (v. 19) 
had been delivered to the attendants, and 
by them carried to the king. Now Ehud is 
admitted to the king’s presence, into the 
cool upper chamber. 

T have a message from God unto thee) Ehud 
believed himself to be accomplishing the 
Divine mandate, and so his words were true 
in a certain sense. But it was also a strata- 
gem to cause the king to rise, that the 


thrust might be sure. [The king rose at 
once, in true Oriental respect for a Divine 
message, or from fear (cp. Josh. ix. 24).] 

22. The A.V. and margin give different 
explanations of the last words of this 
verse. Others explain it of a vestibule or 
chamber, through which Ehud passed into 
the porch where the entrance doors were: 
He locked the doors, took the key with him, 
and then retired through the midst of the 
attendants below (or, more probably, through 
the door which communicated directly with 
the outside]. 

24. he corercth his feet] Cp. marg. reff. 
The explanation of the phrase as “ taking 
sleep ” suits both passages best. 

25. a kev] Literally ‘‘an opener.” Pro- 
bably a wooden instrument with which they 
eithor lifted up the latch within, or drew 
back the wooden bar or bolt. The chief 
officer of Eglon’s household probably had 
a second key (cp. Isai. xxii. 15, 20-22, 
XXXvVii. 2). 

26. Seirath] ‘‘ The forest” or ‘ weald,” 
which evidently bordered on the cultivated 
plain near Gilgal, and extended into ‘‘ the 
mountain or hill country of Ephraim.” 
Once there, he was safe from pursuit (cp. 1 
Sam. xiii. 6), and quickly collected a strong 
force of Ephraimites and probably the 
bordering Benjamites. 


JUDGES. III. IV. 


it came to pass, when he was come, that “he blew a trumpet in 
the ?mountain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down 
28 with him from the mount, and he before them. And he said 
unto thein, Follow afterme: for *the Lorp hath delivered your 
enemics the Moabites into your hand. And they went down 
after him, and took >the fords of Jordan toward Moab, and 
29 suffered not a man to pass over. And they slew of Moab at 
that time about ten thousand men, ull lusty, and all men of 
30 valour; and there escaped not a man. So Moab was subdued 
that day under the hand of Israel. And ‘the land had rest 
31 fourscore years. And after him was ¢Shamgar the son of 
Anath, which slew of the Philistines six hundred men ¢with an 
ox goad: Sand he also delivered ?Israel. 
Cuar. 4, AND “the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of 
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. &. 14. 
UG. 34. 
Sam, 13.3. 
Josh.17.15. 
@ ch. 7. 9. 

1 €am.17.47. 


b Josh. 2. 7. 
ch. 12, 5. 

¢ yer, 11. 

¢ ch. 5. 6, 8. 
1 Sam, 13. 
19, 22. 

¢1 Sam. 17. 


¥ 

& 
1 
z 


2 the LorD, when Ehud was dead. 


into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in *Hazor; 
the captain of whose host was ¢Sisera, which dwelt in ¢Ha- 
And the children of Israel cried unto 
the Lor»: for he had nine hundred ‘chariots of iron; and 
twenty years "he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 


8 rosheth of the Gentiles. 


1 Heb fat. 


28. Ehud ‘‘ wentdown” from the mountain 
of Ephraim into the Jordan valley beneathit, 
straight to the Jordan fords (Josh. ii. 7), so 
as to intercept all communication between 
the Monabites on the west side and their 
countrymen on the east. 

80. the land] i.e. that portion of it which 
had suffered from the oppression of Moab, 

probably Benjamin and Ephraim chiefly 
see v. 11). 

In judging of the nature of Ehud’s act 

there are many considerations which must 
greatly modify our judgment. Acts of 
violence or cunning, done in an age when 
human society applauded such acts, when 
the best men of the age thought them 
right, and when men were obliged to take 
the jaw into their own hands in self- 
defence, are very different from the same 
acts done in an age when the enlightened 
consciences of men generally condemn 
them, and when the law of the land and 
the law of nations give individuals ade- 
une security. We can allow to Ehud 
aith and courage and patriotism, without 
being blind to those defective views of 
moral right which made him and_ his 
countrymen glory in an act which in the 
light of Christianity is a crime. It is 
remarkable that neither Ehud nor Jael are 
included in St. Paul’s list in Heb. xi. 32. 

31, From this verse and v.6we may gather 
that Shamgar was contemporary with Jael, 
and that he only procured a temporary 
and partial deliverance for Israel his 
exploit. He may have been of the tribe of 
Judah. 

an cx goad) An instrument of wood about 
eight feet long, armed with an iron spike 
or point at one enc, with which to spur the 


And the Lorp *sold them 


Ps. 83. 9. 

¢ ver, 13, 16, 
J ch. }. 19. 

¥ ch. 6. 8. 
Ps. 106. 42. 


ox at plough, and with an iron scraper at 
the other end with which to detach the 
earth from the ploughshare when it became 
encumbered with it. The fact of their de- 
liverer having no better weapon enhances 
his faith, and the power of his Divine helper. 
At the same time it shows how low the 
men of Judah were brought at this time, 
being disarmed by their oppressors (v. 
8), as was also the case later (1 Sam. 
xiii, 19). 

IV. 2. See Josh. xi. Inote. Since theevents 
there narrated, Hazor must have been re- 
built, and have resumed its position as the 
metropolis of the northern Canaanites; the 
other cities must also have resumed their 
independence, and restored the fallen dy- 
nasties. 

Harosheth [identified by Conder with El 

Harathiyeh, see v. 6] is marked by the addi- 
tion of the Gentiles, as in Galilee of the nations 
(Gen. xiv. 1; Isai, ix. 1). The name Haro- 
shetk signifies workmanship, cutting and 
carving, whether in stone or wood (Ex. 
xxxi. 5), and hence might be applied to the 
place where such works are carried on. It 
nas been conjectured that this being a great 
timber district, rich in cedars and fir-trees, 
and near Great Zidon (Josh. xi. 8), Jabin 
kept a large number of oppressed Israelites 
at work in hewing wood and penne it 
at Harosheth for transport to Zidon; and 
that these woodcutters, armed with axes 
and hatchete, formed the soldiers of Barak's 
army. 
3. oppressed] The same word is used (Ex. 
iii. 9) of the oppression of Israel by the 
Egyptians. If they were put to task-work 
ca hawtnie timber, their condition was very 
like that of their ancestcrs making bricks. 
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4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged 


4Gen. 35.8 Israel at that time. 


And she dwelt under the palin tree of 


Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: and 


G6 the children of Isracl came up to her for judgment. 
sent and called *Barak the son of Abinoam out *of Kedesh- 
naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lorp God of Israel 
commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and 


Heb. 11.32, 
® Josh, 12. 
23, 


And sho 


tuke with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali 


' Ex. 18. 4. 


™ ch, 5. 21. 
1 Kin. 18, 40, 
Ls. 383. 0. 


% and of the children of Zebulun? And 'I will draw unto thee to 
the “river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army, with his 
chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine 

8 hand. And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then 


I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go. 
9 And sho said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding tho 
journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the 


tch, 2, 14, 


4, Deborah, a prophetess) Her name, mean- 
ing « bee, is the same as that of Rebekah’s 
nurse (marg. ref.). The reason of her pre- 
eminence is added. She was ‘‘a woman, 
a prophetess,” like Miriam (Ex. xv. 20); 
Huldah (2 K. xxii. 14), &c. In er. 6, 9, 14, 
we have examples of her prophetic powers, 
and in ch. v. a noble specimen of prophetic 
song. Though the other Judges arenot called 
prophets, yet they all seem to have had 
direct communications from God, either of 
knowledge, or power, or both (ep. iii. 10 note). 

§. she dwelt E 
judge the people (v. 10), but not in the usual 
place, ‘the gate” (Ruth iv. 1, 2; Prov. 
xxii, 22). It suited her character, and the 
wild unsafe times better, that she should sit 
under a palm-tree in the secure heights of 
Mount Ephraim, between Ramah and 
Bethel (xx. 33 note). ‘his verse shows that 
the Judges exercised the civil as well as 
military functions of rulers (1 Sam. vii. 
15-17). 

6. The name Barak signifies livhtning, an 
appropriate name for a warrior. It is 
found also as Barca or Bareas, among Punic 
»roper names. Cp. Mark iii. 17. On Kedesh- 
aval see marg. ref. 
eborah speaks of God as Jehorah the 
God of Israel, because she speaks, as it were, 
in the presence of the heathen enemies of 
Israel, and to remind the Israelites, in the 
alay of their distress, that He was ready to 
perform the mercy promised to their fathers, 
and to remember His holy Covenant. This 
title, too, would recall to their memories in 
an instant all His past acts in Egypt, at 
the Red Sea, in the wilderness, and in the 
conquest of Canaan, 

The object of “ drawing (toward Mount 
Tabor” rather, spreading out, cp. xx. 37) was 
to effect a junction of the northern tribes 
with the tribes of Ephraim and Benjamin, 
who were separated hie them by the plain 
cf Esdraelon, where Sisera’s chariots would 
naturally congregate and be monst effective. 
Mount Tabor rises from the plain of Es- 


LorpD shall “sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Debo- 


Rather, ‘she sat,” viz. to Esd 


draelon, about 1,865 ft. above the sea, and 
its broad top of nearly a mile in circumfer- 
ence afforded a strong position, out of reach 
of Sisera’s chariots. If El Harathiyeh be 
Harosheth, Sisera must have msrched from 
the west. Harathiyeh is a heignat in the 
range which separates Esdraelon from the 
plains of Acre, under which the Kishon 
breaks through in its course to the sea. 

%. The brook or stream Kishon (Nahr 
Mukutta), so called from its winding course, 
caused by the dead level of the plain of 
raelon through which it flows, rises, in 
respsct to one of its sources or feeders, in 
Mount Tabor, and flows nearly due west 
through the plain, under Mount Carmel, 
and into the Bay of Acre. In the early or 
eastern part of its course, before it is re- 
cruited by the springs on Carmel, it is 
nothing but a torrent, often dry, but liable 
to swell very suddenly and dangerously, 
and to overflow its banks in early spriny, 
after rain or the melting of snow. The 
ground on the banks of the Kishon near 
Megiddo [Mujedd’a, see Josh. xii. 21 note] 
becomes an impassable morass under the 
same circumstances, and would be particu- 
larly dangerous to a large number of 
chariots, 

8. Barak, like Gideon (vi. 15, 36-40), and 
Abraham (Gen. xv. 2, 3, xvii. 18), and 
Moses (Ex. iv. 10, 13), and Peter (Matt. 
xiv. 30, 31), exhibited some weakness of 
faith at first. But this only makes his 
example more profitable for our encourage- 
ment, though he himself suffered some lose 
by his weakness (r. 9). 

9. Mark the unhesitating faith and conr- 
age of Deborah, and the rebuke to Barak's 
timidity, ‘the Lord shall sell Sisera into 
the hand of a woman” (Jael, v. 22). Fora 
similar use of a weak instrument, that the 
excellency of the power might be of God, 
compare the history of Gideon and his 300, 
David and his sling, Shamgar and his ox- 
goad, Samson and the jawbone of the ass, 
(See 1 Cor, i. 26-31.) Barak would pro- 
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10 rah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh, And Barak called 


*Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up with ten 
thousand men "at his feet: and Deborah went up with him. 
114]Now Heber ¢the Kenite, which wus of the children of 
tH[obab the father in law of Moses, had severed himself from 
itched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, 
12 *which is by Kedesh. 4 And they shewed Sisera that Barak the 
13. son of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. 


the Kenites, and 


° ch. 5, 18. 
P Seo Ex. 11. 
8. 


1 Kin. 20.10, 
ach, 1. 16, 
*Num. 10.29, 


* ver. 6, 


And Sisera 


‘gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots 
of iron, and all the people that were with him, from Harosheth 
14 of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. And Deborah said 
unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which the Lorp hath 


delivered Sisera into thine hand: ‘is not the Lorp gone out 
beforo thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten 
15 thousand men after him. And “the Lorp discomfited Sisera, 
and all Ais chariots, and all is host, with the edge of the 
sword beforo Barak; so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, 
1G and fled away on his feet. But Barak pursued after the chariots, 


t Dent. 0. 3. 


and after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all 
the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and there 
17 was not *a man left. Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to 
the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for there was 
peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber 
18 the Kenite. And Jacl went out to meet Sisera, and said unto 


him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not. 


And when 


ho had turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a 
19 Sinantle. And he said unto her, Give mo, I pray thee, a little 


water to drink; for Iam thirsty. And she opened “a bottle of 
2) inilk, and gave him drink, and covered him. 


* ch. 5. 25. 


Again he said 


unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when 


1 Heh. gathered by ery, or 
proclamation. 


bably think the woman must be Deborah. 
‘(he prophecy was only explained by its 
fulfilment. Her presence as a prophetess 
would give a divine sanction to Barak’s at* 
tempt to raise the tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. To Barak himself it would_be 
a pledge of her truth and sincerity. She 
probably commissioned some chief to raise 
the tribes of Ephraim, Benjamin, and 
Manasseh (v. 14, ep. Ps. Ixxx. 2), while she 
went with Barak and mustered Zebulun, 
Naphtali, and Issachar. 

10. Rather, ‘‘and ten thousand men 
went up (to Tabor) at his feet; ” ic. as his 
followers (‘‘ after him,” v. 14). 

11, Read, ‘‘ Heber the Kenite had severed 
himself from the Kenites which were of 
the children of Hobab,” &c., ‘‘unto the 
oak (or terebinth trec) in Zaanaim ” [or Bi- 
tzaanaim, which Conder identifies with 
Besstm, twelve miles S.E. of Tabor, and 
near Kedesh on the Sea of Galilee]. This 
migration of Heber the Kenite, with a 
portion of his tribe, from the south of 
Judah to the north of Naphtali, perha 
caused by Philistine oppression, had clearly 
taken place recently. It is mentioned here 
to account for the subsequent narrative, 


2 Hobs. nto one. 


3 Or, rug, or blanket. 


but possibly also because the news of the 
at muster of the Israelites at Kedesh had 
een carried to Sisera by some of the tribe 
(v. 12), whose tents we are here informed 
were in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Kedesh. 

15, lighted down of his chariot] Proba- 
bly his chariot stuck in the morass (note 
on v.7)3; or he might leave his chariot in 
order to mislead his pursuers, and_in hope 
of gaining a place of safety while they were 
following the track of the chariot-wheels 
and the bulk of the host. 

16. What with the overflowing of the 
Kishon (v. 21), by which numbers were 
drowned, and the panic which had seized 
the defeated army, and made them an easy 
prey to the sword of the pursuing Israelites 

isera’s whole force was cut to pieces anc 
broken up. 

17. Sisera went, not to Heher’s tent, but 
to Jael’s, as more secure from pursuit. 
‘Women occupied a separate tent. (Gen. 
xviii. 6, 10, xxiv. 67.) 

20. Stand in the door, &c.] The charac- 
teristic duplicity of the Oriental character, 
both in Sisera and Jael, is very forcibly de- 
picted in this narrative. It is only by the 


426 


JUDGES. IV. V. 


any man doth come and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any 


21 man here ? that thou shalt say, No. 
Ytook a nail of the tent, and !took an hammer in her hand, ant 


ych, 5. £6. 


Then Jacl Heber’s witv 


went softly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and - 

fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleop and weary. 
22 So he died. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came 

out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, and I will show 


thee the man whom thou seekest. 


And when he came into her 


tent, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples. 


® Pg, 18. 47. - 
as 24 the children of Israel. 


23 YSo2God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before 
And the hand of the children of Israel 


“prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the king of Canaan, 
until they hud destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 


« Ps, 18, : 
title. that day, saying, 
&Ps18.47. 2 

¢2 Chr. 17, 
1 


6. 
d Deut. 32. 
Ps. », Ww. 
¢ Deut, Su. 2. -f 


o 


Cuap. 5. ‘THIEN «sang Deborah and Baruk tho son of Abinoum on 


Praise ye the Lorn for the ¥avenging of Israel, 
¢When the peoplo willingly offered themselves. 
3 4Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O yo princes; 

I, even I, will sing unto the Lorp ; 

I will sing praise to the Lorp God of Israel. 

¥ Lorn. ‘when thou wentest out of Seir, 


When thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, 


J 28am.22.3. 
Isai. 64. 3. 
9 Deut. 4. 11. < 


Tsai, 33, 8, 
Lam. 1. 4. 


1. Heb. put. 
® Heb. going went and was hard. 


JThe earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, 
The clouds also dropped water. 
¥The mountains 3melted from before the Lorn, 
Even *that Sinai from before the Lorp God of Israel. 
6G In the-days of ‘Shamgar the son of Annth, 
In the days of ‘Jnel, ‘the highways were unoccupied, 
And the ‘travellers walked through *byways. 


3 Heh. flowed. 


5 Heb. crooked ways, 
+ Heb. walkers of paths, 


light of the Gospel that the law of truth is 
fully revealed. 

21. If we can overlook the treachery and 
violence which belonged to the morals of 
the age and country, and bear in mind 
Jael’s ardent sympathies with the oppressed 

ople of God, her faith in the right of 

srael to possess the land in which they 
were now slaves, her zeal for the ylory of 
Jehovah as against the gods of Canaan, 
and the hervic courage and firmness with 
which she executed her deadly purpose, we 
shall be ready to yield to her the praise 
which is her due. See iii. 30 note. 

24. See marg. The meaning is, that 
Barak’s great victory was the beyinning of 
a successful resistance to Jabin, by which 
the Israelites recovered their independence, 
and finally broke the Canaanite power. Ac- 
cordingly we hear no more cf Canaanite 
domination in the Book of Judges. 

V. 1, Deborah, as ‘a et pacer both 
composed and sang this noble ode, which, 
for poetic spirit and lyric fire, is not sur- 
passed by any of the sacred songs in the 
‘Bible. And, as Miriam took up the first 
verse of the sung of Moses (ix. xv. 21), 
and sang it ag an antiphon, so Barak, with 
the chorus of men, answered the sung of 


Deborah hy singing xv. 2, which is also 
exactly suited for an antiphon, summing up 
as it does the subject matter of the whole ode. 
Cp. David’s example (2 Sam, vi. 15). 

2. Render ‘‘For the leading of the 
leaders in Israel (the princes), for the wil- 
lingness of the Feone (to follow them) 
bless ye the Lord.”” See Deut. xxxii. 42 
note, and cp. rv. 9 and 13, where the nobles 
and the people are again contrasted. 

4 Cp. Ps, Ixviii. 7-9, and Habak. iii. 3- 
16. The three passages relate to the same 
events, and mutually explain each other. 
The subject of them is the triumphant 
march of Israel, with the Lorp at their 
head, to take possession of Canaan, and the 
overthrow of Sihon, Og, and the Midianites, 
This march commenced from Kadesh, in 
the immediate neighbourhnod of Seir, and 
the victories which followed were an exact 
oe to the victory of Deborah and 

arak, accompanied as it had been with 
the storm which made Kishon to overflow 
his banks. 

6. Words descriptive of a state of weak- 
ness and fear, so that Israel could not fre- 
quent the highways. It is a graphic de- 
scription of a country occupied by an 
enciny. 
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1 


Until that I Deborah arose, 


That I arose “a mother in Isracl. 


8 They “chose new gods ; 
Then was war in the gates: 


°Was there a shield or spear seen 
Among forty thousand in Israel ? 
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The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, 


m Ts, 49. 23. 
® Deut. 32. 
16. 


° So 1 Sam. 
13. 19, 22. 


9 My heart is toward the governors of Israel, 


That ? offered themselves willingly among the people. P ver. 2, 
Bless ye the Lorp. 
19 ¥['*Speak, yo *that ride on white asses, @ Ps, 105, 2. 
* Ye that sit in judgment, a he 
And walk by the way. £12.14, | 
11 Lhey that are delivered from the noise of archers in the ‘Ps. 107.<2. 
places of drawing water, 
There shall they rehearse the ** righteous acts of the LorD, —£1Sam.12.7. 
Even the righteous acts toward the inhabitants of his vil- Ps. 145.7. 
lages in Israel : 
Then shall the people of the Lorp go down to the gates. 
12) “Awake, awake, Deborah: w Pg, 57, 8. 
Awake, awake, utter a song: 
Arise, Barak, and “lead thy captivity captive, thou son of — * Ps. 68. 18. 
Abinoam. 
13 Then he made him that remaineth Yhaye dominion over the —y Ps. 49. 14. 
nobles among the people: 
The Lorp made me have dominion over the mighty. 
14 ¥7Out of Ephraim was ¢here a root of them “against hare a 


Amalek ; 


After thee, Benjamin, among thy people; 


Out of ®Machir came down governors, 


1 Or, Meditate. 


® Num, v2. 
39, 40. 


2 Heb. righteonsnesses of the Lonp. 


7. Render the word villages (here and in r. 
11) judgment, rule, or judges, rulers. The sense 
is ‘‘The princes (or magistrates) ceased in 
Israel,” i.e. there was no one to do justice in 
the gate, or defend men from their oppres- 
sors. 

8. The “war in the gates” describes the 
hostile attacks of the Canaanites, which 
were the punishment of the idolatry of the 
Israelites (cp. marg. reff.), and the reduction 
of Israel to an unarmed and unresisting 
state under the Philistine dominion. See 
iii. 31 note. 

9. My heart, &c.] In this deplorable 
weakness of Israel how noble was the con- 
duct of the governors who volunteered to 
lead the people against their oppressors. 
Deborah’s heart was filled with admiration 
as she thought of their patriotic devotion, 
and broke out into thanksgiving to Jehovah. 

10. ye that ride on white asses, &e.] i.e. 
nobles or magistrates. Deborah appeals to 
the classes mentioned in er. 6, 7, to bear 
witness to the happy change that had fol- 
lowed the overthrow of Jabin. 

that sit in judgment) Rather “that sit 
on saddles, or horse-cloths,” a further de- 
scription of those who ride on asses. 


11. ‘he sense of the A. V. is that, 
whereas formerly they could not go in 
safety to draw water from their wells, but 
were shot at by the archers of the enemy, 
now they were delivered from such tumults; 
and standing round the wells in security re- 
hearsed the righteous acts of the Lord in 
delivering them, and ‘‘ the righteous acts 
of His government in Israel.’’ (See v. 7). 

then shall the people of the Lorv yo down 
to the yates] Israelites, who had hid them- 
selves in caves and deserts, could return in 
security to the gates of their own cities for 
justice, or commerce, or to dwell there, now 
that the Canaanite was subdued. 

12, Deborah incites Barak to carry off as 
his prey the captive Canaanites and their 
sheep and cattle (their ‘‘ captivity ”). 

18. This verse is otherwise rendered : 
then a remnant of the nobles came down ; 
the people of the Lorn came dover for me 
against the mightu.’ The following versex 
mention in detail who this ‘‘ remnant” 
were. 

14, Render ‘* Of Ephraim (Deborah’s own 
tribe) came down those whose root is in 
Mount Amalek (xii. 15); after thee (0 
Ephraim) came Benjamin amongst thy 
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And out of Zebulun they that "handle the pen of the 


writer. 
15 And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah ; 
ech. 4. M4. Even Issachar, and also ¢ Barak: 
He was sent on *foot into the valley. 
3¥or the divisions of Reuben 
There were great *thoughts of heart. 
¢Num.32.1. 16 Why abodest thou “among the sheepfolds, 
To hear the bleatings of the flocks ? 
’For the divisions of Reuben there were great searchings 
of heart. 
¢See Josh. 17 ¢Gilead abode beyond Jordan: 
13, 25, 31. And why did Dan remain in ships ? 
J Josh. 19. SAsher continued on the sea ‘shore, 
ap ah And abode in his ‘breaches. 
voh.4.10. 18 aah and Naphtali were a people that *jeoparded their 
ves 
Unto the death in the high places of the field. 
19 ¥JThekings came and fought, 
Then fought the kings of Canaan 
In Taanach by the waters of Megiddo: 
4 Pg, 44, 12. 4They took no gain of money. 
‘See Josh. 20 *They fought from heaven; 
ee ‘The stars in their ®courses fought against Sisora. 
tch.4.1§ 21 ‘“Dho river of Kishon swept them away, 
‘ch. 4.7. That ancient river, the river Kishon. 
O my soul, thou hast trodden down strength. 
22 Then were the horsehoofs broken 
1 Heb. draw with the pen, Jc. * Heb. impressions, 7 Or, creeks, 
2 " f, 5 s . 8 7 f 
8 Bee Gtoteions, $e. s on port, 9 Heb. esol peer 
sople; of Machir (the west-Jordanic of Dan (Josh. xix. 46), and was in later 


amilies of Manasseh. See Josh. xvii. 1-6) 
there came down the chiefs, and of Zebulon 
they that handlo the staff of the officer” 
the military scribe, whose duty it was, like 
that of the Roman tribunes, to keep the 
muster roll, and superintend the recruiting 
of the army. (See 2 K. xxv. 19.) 

15. even Issachar, &c.]} i.e. “Sand, as well 
as Issachar, Barak also with the tribes of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, rushed down on foot 
from Mount Tabor into the valley to attack 
the iron chariots of Sisera.” 

For the divisions} Better: ‘among the 
brooks,” Reuben vught to have followed 
in this catalogue of patriots, but with that 
abruptness for which this poem is so con- 
spicuous, Deborah adverts to his absence 
instead. 

16. yreat searchings (thoughts, v. 15) of 
tee Deborah means to say that at first 
the Reubenites made magnanimous resolu- 
tions to help their brethren against Jabin. 
But they stayed at home, and let the oppor- 
tunity slip. 

17, The land of Gilead, on the east of 
Jordan, was divided between Gad and the 
half tribe of Manasseh, who are both com- 
prehended here. Joppa was in the territory 


times the sea-port for Jerusalem. 

his breaches] Rather havens; i.e. the 
creeks and bays and river-mouths by which 
their coast was broken. Josh. xix. 29. 

18, In contrast with the selfishness of the 
tribes just named, Deborah reverts with en- 
thusiasm to the heroic prowess of Zebulun 
and Naphtali. 

19. The Canaanite hosts are ‘now de- 
scribed, led toa battle by their numerous 
kings. (Cp. Josh. xii. 21.) 

they took no gain. of money] 7.c. either they 
got no booty, as they expected, or, they did 
not fight for plunder, but for life and vic- 
baa (ep. iv. 16 and v. 30). 

0. God fought on the side of Israel, and 
gave them the victory. Josephus relates 
that, just as the battle began, a violent 
tempest came on with a great downfall of 
rain, and a hailstorm, which, driving full in 
the faces of the Canaanites, so blinded and 
benumbed them with cold, that they could 
neither use their bows with effect nor even 
hold their swords. 

21. The word translated ancient occurs 
only here. The phrase probably means that 
Kishon was celebrated from ancient times om 
account of the battles fought on its banks. 
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By the means of the 'pransings, the pransings of their 


mighty ones. 


q Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lorn, 


Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; 


™ Because they came not to the pep "ot the Lorn, 


ie mighty. 


To the help of the Lorn against 
q Blessed above women shall °Jae 
The wife of Heber the Kenite be, 


? Blessed shall she be above women in the tent. 
2}o asked water, aud she gave him milk; 


m ch, 21. 0, 
Neh. 3. 6. 
*1 Sam, 17, 
47. & 18. 17, 
° ch. 4. 17, 


P Luke 1. 28. 
ch. 4. 10. 


She brought forth butter in a lordly dish. 


rShe put her hand to the nail, 


And her right hand to the workmen’s hammer; 


* ch. 4. 21. 


And *with the hammer she smote Sisera, she smote off 


his head, 


When she had pierced and stricken through his temples. 


*At her feet he bowed, he fell, he 
At her feet he bowed, he fell: 


lay down: 


Where he bowed, there he fell down ‘dead. 


And cried through the lattice, 
Why is his chariot so lon 

Why tarry the wheels of h 
Her wise ladies answered her, 


q ‘The mother of Siscra looked out at a window, 


in coming ? 
is chariots ? 


Yea, she returned ‘ answer to herself, 


“To every man a damsel or two; 
To Sisera a prey of divers colours, 


‘Have they not sped? have they ot divided the prey ; 


° Ex, 15. 9. 


A prey of divers colours of needlework, 
Of divers colours of needlework on both sides, meet for 
the necks of them that take the spoil ? 


31 YJ ‘So let all thine enemies perish, 
But let them that love hin be * 
goeth forth in his might. 


And the land had rest forty years. 


1 Or, framplings, or, plung- 


ings, 
3 Heh. she hammered, 


3 Heh, Between. 
+ Heb. destroyed. 
5 Heb. her tcords. 


O Lorn: 
as the sun “when he 


¢ Ps. 83.9, 10, 
& 2Sam.23,4. 
© Ps, 19, 5. 


© Heb. fo the head of «@ 


stn, 


ar 


22, Probably an allusion to the frantic 
efforts of the chariot-horses to disengage 
themselves from the morass (iv. 15 note). 

mighty ones] Applied to bulls (Ps. xxii. 12) 
and horses (Jer. viii. 16, xlvii, 3, 1. 11); else- 
where, as probably here, to men. 

23. ‘The inhabitants of Meroz (a village 
12 miles from Samaria) hung back, and 
yave no help in the day of battle, although 
it was Jehovah Who called them. Hence 
the curse pronounced by the Angel of the 
Lard. 

24, The blessing here pronounced is in 
strong contrast with the curse of Meroz. 
Deborah speaks of Jael’s deed by the light 
of her own age, which did not make’ mani- 
fest the evil of guile and bloodshed; the 
light in ours does. 

25. butter] Rather curdled milk, proven 
a fermented and intoxicating drink. 


these marks of respect and friendship would 
lull Sisera into security. 

26. Rather ‘‘she smote his head, and she 
struck and pierced through his temple.” 

28. The scene is changed to the palace of 
Sisera. 

80. Render the latter part of the verse ‘‘a 
booty of dyed garments for Sisera, a boot 
of dyed garments aud of party-coloure 
cloth, a dyed garment and two party- 
coloured clothes for the necks of the 
booty,” the spoil or booty being either cap- 
tive damsels, or captive cattle on whose 
necks these clothes are to be placed (either 
as ornament or as aburden; cp. viii. 21, 26). 
But possibly ‘‘the necks of the booty” may 
mean the backs or shoulders (of men or 
beasts) laden with booty. . 

81. A most striking conclusion, in which 
the spiritual truth. which the whole narra- 
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ch. 2. 10. 
© Hab. 3. 7. 
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Cuap. 6, “AND the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the 
LorD: and the Lorp delivered them into the hand of Midian 


2 seven years. And the hand of Midian 'prevailed against Israel: 


*1 Sam. 13.6. 
Heb, 11. 33. 


“ ch. 3. 13. 

* Gen. 29. 1, 
ch, 7. 12. 

| Kin. 4. 30. 
dob 1, 3. 

J Lev. 26. 16, 
Deut, 23. 30, 
33, BL. 

Mice. 6. 15, 
*ch.7, 12. 


3 holds. 


7 


cried unto the Lorp. 


and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them 
‘the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, und strong 
And soit was, when Isracl had sown, that the Midian- 
ites came up, and “the Arnalekites, ¢and the children of the 
4east, even they came up against them; and they encamped 
against them, und ‘destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou 
come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither 
5 ?sheep, nor ox, nor ass. Jor they came up with their cattle and 
their tents, «ind they camo %as grasshoppers for multitude ; for 
both they and their camels were without number: and they 
6 entered into the land to destroy it. 
poverished because of the Midianites ; and the children of Isracl 
qjAnd it came to pass, when the children 

"Sof Isracl cried unto the Lorn because of the Midianites, that 


And Israel was greatly im- 


the Lorn sent *a prophet unto the children of Isracl, which said 
unto them. Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, I brought you 
up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of 
9 bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, 


‘Ps, 44. 2, 3. 


and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and ‘draye them 


10 out from before you, and gavo you their land; and I said unto 


& 9 Kin. 17. 
th, 37, 38. 
der, 10. 2. 


T Heb, wax af rong. 


2 Or, gout, 


you, I wm the Lorn your God; “fear not the gods of the Amor- 
ites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice. 
11 J And there came an angel of the Lorn, and sat under an oak 


3 ich. a man a prophet. 


a 


tive is intended to convey, comes out. The 
enemies of the Lord will perish like the 
host of Sisera, and all their hopes will end, 
like those of Sisera’s mother, in bitter dis- 
appointment and shame; but all that love 
our Lord Jesus Christ shall shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Cp. Matt. xiii. 43; Dan. xii. 3. 

VI. 1, Midian] See Gen. xxv. 2 note. 
They were remarkable not only for the vast 
number of their cattle (v. 5; Num. xxxi. 
32-39), but also for their great wealth in 
yold and other metal ornaments, showiny 
their connexion with a old country. (Cy. 
Num. xxxi, 22, 50-54, with viii, 24-96.) At 
this time they were allies of the Amalekitex 
and of the Arabian tribes called collectively 
‘the children of the East” (x. 3). They 
seem to have extended their settlements to 
the east of Jordan, and to have belonged to 
the larger section of Arabs called Ishmael- 
ites (viii. 24). 

2 The word rendered dens ix only found 
in this passage. It is best explained of 
ravines hollowed out by torrents, which the 
Israelites made into hiding-places. 

4. Gaza indicates the extreme point south 
to which they spread their devastations, 


crossing the Jordan near Bethshan (Scytho- d 


polis), and entering by the valley of Jezreel, 
and sweeping along the whole of the mari- 
time plain or Shephelah. 

5. grasshoppers} Rather locusts (cp. Ex. 
x. 4-6, 14, 15 ; Joel i., ii. ; Ps. xxviii. 46). 


8. « prophet] His name is not given. (Cp. 
1K. xiii.) This message is somewhat similar 
to that of the Angel, ii, 1-3. The reference 
to Ex. xx. 2 is plain, and supposes the 
people to whom the prophet addresses these 
words to be familiar with the facts recorded 
in that text. 

10. A similar use of the name Amorite, 
instead of the more usual name Canaanite, 
occurs in Josh. xxiv. 15, 18. Perhaps a 
special reason may be found for the use of 
Amorite, if the prophet was addressing those 
who dwelt in the mountains, where the 
Amorites chiefly dwelt. The idolatries of 
the Amorites seem, too, to have been pre- 
eminently abominable (see 2 K. xxi. 11; 1 
K. xxi. 26). It should be observed that 
the prophet’s language, ns it traces the 
misery of Israel to their sins, so also inti- 
inmates the necessity of repentance and of 
breaking off their sins—specially the sin 
of idolatry—as preliminary to any delive- 
rance. In exact accordance with this view, 
Gideon commences his work by throwing 
down the altar of Baal, and building up the 
altar of Jehovah (xv, 24, 25). 

11, an oak] ‘The oak,’ indicating it as a 
well-known tree, still standing in the writer’s 
ays, 

‘There was another Ophrah in Benjamin 
(Josh. xviii. 23). This Ophrah was in 
Manasseh, and was the village of Joash, 
the head, apparently, of the family of Abi- 
ezer, which was one of the familiesof Gilead, 
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which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash 'the Abi-ezrite : 
and his son “Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, 'to hide 
12 a from the Midianites. And the "angel of the Lorp appeared 
unto him, and said unto him, The Cons is*with thee, thou 
13 mighty man of valour. And Gideon said unto him, Oh my 
Lorp, if the Lorp be with us, why then is all this befallen us ? 
and Pwhere be ull his miracles ?which our fathers told us of, 


saying, Did not the Lor» bring us up from Egypt? but now 49. 


the Lorp hath *forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of 
1+ the Midianites. And the Lorp looked upon him, and said, *Go 
in this thy might, and thou shalt save Isracl from the hand of 
15 the Midianites: ‘have not I sent thee? And he said unto him, 


Oh my Lorp, wherewith shall I save Israel’ behold, “2my 34 


family 7s poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s 
16 house. And the Lorp said unto him, ‘Surely I Will be with 
17 thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. And ho 
said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then 
18 Yshew me a sign that thou talkest with me. *Depart not hence, 
I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, 
and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou 
19 come again. “And Gideon went in, and made ready ‘a kid, 
and unleavened cakes of an ephuh of flour: the flesh he put in 
a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought 7¢ ot unto 
20 him under the oak, and presented 7: And the angel of God 
said unto him, Take tho flesh and the unleayened cakes, and 
Ylay them upon this rock, and ‘pour out the broth. And he did 
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! Josh. 17. 2. 
Heb. 11. 
$2, called 
Gedeon. 

® ch. 13. 3. 
Luke 1, 11. 
¢ Josh. 1. 5. 


11. 

Heb. 11. 32, 
? Josh, 1. 9. 
ch. 4. 6, 

" See 

1? Sam. 9. 21. 
= Ex, 3. 32. 
Josh. 1. 5. 

¥ Ex. 4, 1—8, 
ver. 36. 37. 
Ps. 86. 17. 
Isai. 7. 11. 

; Gen, 18. 3, 


ch. 13. 15, 
@ Gen. 18. 6. 


ch. 13.19. 


' Heh. to cane it to flee. 


3 Heb. my thousand is the Mic. 5.2. 


the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh 
(Num. xxvi. 30), 

12. thou mighty man of valour] Known to 
God to be such, though as yet not known to 
be such either by himself or his countrymen 
(cp. Luke i, 28, 30). 

13. ‘he extreme bitterness of the national 
sufferings under the Midianite occupation 
breaks out in Gideon’s language. The 
Angel’s words, suitable to times of pros- 
perity, seemed to be a mockery, when it 
was evident the Lord was not with them. 
(cp; Deut. xxxi. 17.) 

4, the Lorn looked upon him] That gra- 
cious look conferred immediate strength (cp. 
Ephes. vi. 10; 2 Cor. xii. 9: John xx. 22; 
a\cts iii. 6). The change of phrase from 
** the angel of the Lorn” to ‘‘the Lorn” is 
remarkable. When messages are delivered 
hy the Angel of the Lord, the form of the 
message is as if God Himself were speaking 
(ep. ii. 1). 

The sending implied a valid commission 
and sufficient powers. Cp. Exod. iii, 10; 
Isai. xliv. 26; Ezek. ii. 3; Zech. ii. 11; 
Mal. iii. 1; Luke x. 3; John xx. 21; and 
the term ArostTLF, as applied to our Lord 
(Heb. iii. 1) and to the Twelve. 

15. Gideon now perceived that the Lord 
was speaking to him by His angel. He 
saw, however, no qualifications in himself, 
or in his family or tribe, for the office of 


meanest: Ex, 18, 21, 25. 


¢ See 1 Kin. 
3 Or, meat offering. 18, 33, 34. 


* Heb. a kid of the goats. 


saviour to his people. He therefore desires 
some assurance that the message he had just 
received was indeed from God, and not a 
mere (ream or delusion. He asks as a si 
(v. 18) that his mysterious visitor should 
tarry under the oak till he should return:to 
Him with his gifts and offerings. 

17. a sign} If the Angel ate of Gideon’x 
present it would be a conclusive proof of 
the reality of the vision. (Cp. John xxi. 9- 
13; Luke xxiv. 37-43; Acts x. 41.) It 
would also be a token of God’s goodwill to 
Gideon. Cp. Gen. xviii. 3. 

18, my present) My Minchah: the word 
used perilanly, though not exclusively, for 
the meat and drink offering (Lev. ii. 1 note). 
Its double sense of an offering to God, and 
of a gift to man, suits the doubt in Gideon’s 
mind as to who his visitor might be. 

19, unlearened cakes] As being much more 
quickly baked (cp. Gen. xix. S| and as con- 
nected with the meat offering]. An ephah, 
containing 3 measures, was the Bs vnckar 2d of 
flour commonly used at one baking (Gen. 
xviii. 6; Ix. xvi. 16). 

presented ‘ A word especially, though 
not exclusively, proper for offerings to God. 
See Amos v. 25, where the same word is 
rendered offered, 

20. pour out the broth] Libations were a 
very ancient form of offering (cp. Gen. 
xxxv. 14). The drink offerings of wine 
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21 80. Then theangel of the Lorp put forth the end of the staff 
that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened 


& Lev. 9. 24. 


‘for because 


24 thou shalt not die. 


cakes; and ¢there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes. 

22 departed out of his sight. And when Gideon “perceived that 
he was an angel of the Lorp, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord Gop! 

i have seen an angel of the Lorp face to face. 

23 And the LorpD said unto him, 2 Veace be unto thee; fear not: 
Then Gideon built an altar there unto the 
Lorp, and called it 'Jehovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet *in 
25 Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. {And it came to pass the same 
night, that the Lorp said unto him, Take thy father’s young 


Then the angel of the Lorp 


bullock, #even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw 


(Ex. 34 13. 
Deut. 7, 5. 


down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and ‘cut down the 
26 grove that is by it: and build an altar unto the Lorp thy God 


upon the top of this ®rock, ‘in the ordered place, and take the 
second bullock, and offer u burnt sacrifice with the wood of the 
27 grove which thou shalt cut down. ‘Then Gideon took ten men 
of his servants, and did as the Lorp had said unto hin: and sv 
it was, because he feared his father’s household, and the men of 
the city, that he could not do it by day, that he did 7 by night. 
28 J And when the men of the ¢ity arose early in the morning, be- 
hold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut 
down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upoin 
29 the altar that wus built. And they said one to another, Who 
hath done this thing? And when they enquired and asked, they 


30 said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing. 


Then the 


men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may 


die: because 


31 he hath cut down the grove that wus by it. 


' That is, The Lonp send 
peace. E:x.17.18. Jer. 


under the Levitical law were poured upon 
the Altar (Ex. xxx. 9), The pouring of 
the broth upon the rock was evidently of 
the nature of a libation. It might also, 
like the water poured by Elijah upon his 
sacrifice, make the miracle of the fire that 
consumed the sacrifice more apparent. (Cp. 
LK. xviii. 33.) 

22. Alas, O Lord Gop '!} Cp. Josh. vii. 7. 

because I have seen an aniel of the Lorn} 
Cp. marg. reff., in which the notion that it 
was death for mortal man to see God ap- 
pears clearly. The same notion prevailed 
amongst the heathen. 

24, Gideon’s naming the altar which he 
built, in commemoration of the words of 
peace spoken by the Angel, is very similar 
to what we read of Abraham (Gen. xxii. 14), 
and of Moses (Ex. xvii. 15, when he 
named the altar Jehovah-nissi). 

25. even] Rather, as in the margin, 

and.’ Two bullocks are spoken of. The 
Ixbour of both would be required for pulling 
wn and removing the altar of Baal, and 
for bringing the materials for building the 
Altar of Jehovah. 

the grove by it] Rather, ‘‘ the idol upon 


33.16. Ezek. 48. 35. 
2 Or, and. 


e hath cast down the altar of Baal, and because 


And Joash said 


3 Heb, strong place. 
$ Or, ia an orderly manner. 


it,” the Asherah, the wooden image of As- 
tarte (iii. 7). 

26. in theordered place] See marg. “Build 
en altar, &c., with the materials,” “the 
wood laid in order” (cp. Gen. xxii. 9), that, 
viz., which he would find ready to hand in 
the altar of Baal which he was to throw 
down. 

the wood of the grove} “The (blocks of) 
wood of the idol,” i.e. the image of Astarte. 
The command from God Himself to build 
an Altar, and sacrifice upon it, is analogous 
to Elijah’s sacrifice (1 K. xviii.), and was 
doubtless caused by the extraordinary cir- 
cumstance of the defection of the Israelites 
from the worship of the true God. Pos- 
sibly, too, the Midianite invasion had made 
the worship at Shiloh impossible at this 
time. 

27. The mention of the “men of the 
city” by the side of Gideon's “father's 
household” suggests the probability of their 
being a remnant of the Canaanite popula- 
tion, and the special patrons of eee 

31. From the boldness of Joash in defend- 
ing his son, it is likely that the majority of 
the Abi-ezrites sided with him against ‘the 
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unto all that stood against him, Will ye plead for Baal? will yo 
save him ? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death 
whilst 7 is yet morning: if he bea god, let him plead for him- 


32 self, because ove hath cast down his altar. 
day he called him '*Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against 
33 him, because he hath thrown down his altar. 
Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the cast were 
guthered together, and went over, and pitched in “the valley of 
But "the Spirit of the Lorb *caine upon Gideon, and 
he *blew a trumpet; and Abi-ezer was gathered after him. 
30 And he sent messengers throughout all Manassch; who also 
was gathered after hun: and he sent messengers unto Asher, 
and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came up to % 
And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save 
37 Isracl by mine hand, as thou hast said, Behold, I will put a 
fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, 
and ié be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that 
38 thou wilt suve Israel by inine hand, as thou hast said. 
was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the 
flecce together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a buwl 
And Gideon said unto God, ¢ Let not thine anger 3.46, 7. 
be hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let ine prove, 


34 Jezrecl. 


36 meet them. 


39 full of water. 


Therefore on that 
k1 Sam, 12, 
1 


2 Sam. 11. 
21, Jernd- 
bexheth ; 
that is, 

Let the 
shametul 
thing 

plead, 

See Jer. 11. 
3. 


q ‘Then all ‘the 


Hos. 9, 10, 

! ver. 3. 

m Josh, 17, 
16. 

toh. 3. 10, 

1 Chr. 12.18, 
2 Chr. 24.20. 
° Num, lu, 3. 
ch. 3, 27. 


And it 


I pray thee, but this once with the fleece ; let it now be dry only 


40 upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. 


And 


God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and 


there was dew on all the ground. 


Czar, 7, THEN ¢Jerubbazl, who is Gideon, and all the people that 


@ ch, 6. 32. 


were with him, rose up eurly, and pitched beside the well of 
Harod: so that the host of the Midianites were on the north 


1 That is, Let Baal plead. 


men of the city,” and already felt drawn 
towards Gideon as their national and reli- 
ious leader (7. 34). Joash appears as the 
chief magistrate of Ophrah. : 

Will ye plead, d&c.? will ye save 4) The 
emphasis ix upon ve, as much as to say, 
What business is it of yours? 

$2. he called him] i.e. “He was called” 
Jerublad, as being the person ayainst whom 
it was popularly said that Baal mizht strive. 
See mary. 

33. A fresh invasion, and the last, of 
Midianites, Amalekites, and Arahs (see tr. 
3). But the Israelites, instead of hiding in 
dens and caves, and tamelv leaving all their 
substance as phinder to the invaders, now 
rally round their leader. 

84, the Spiritofthe Lonpcameupon Gideon) 
See marg. ‘The word contains a striking 
thought. It is different from_that used in 
the case of Othniel (iii. 10), Jephthah (xi. 
29), and Samson (xiii. 25, xiv. 6, 19). 

85. His own tribe, Manasseh, and the 
three northern tribes of Asher, Zebulon, 
and Naphtali hastened to join him. Issa- 
char was probably unable to do so, because 
the Midianites were encamped in the heart 
of their country. Asher no longer ‘ abode 
in his breaches,” as in the time of Jabin 


2 Heb. clothed. 


3 Heb. was cullal after him. 


(v. 17), perhaps ashamed of their former 
backwardness, and stung hy the rebuke of 
Deborah; perhaps, too, from feeling the 
Midianite yoke much more galling than 
that of Jabin. 

86, The caution of Gideon, desirous of 
being assured that he really had a promise 
from God, does not imply doubts as_to 
God’s faithfulness or power to fulfil His 
promise, Of such doubts there is nota trace 
mn Gideon's character. He is a worthy 
example of faith (Heb. xi. 32). 

37. The threshing-floors were and_ still 
are under the open air, and usually circular. 
‘The second sign (7. 40), would he more con- 
vincing than the former, because it is the 
nature of fleeces tu attract and retain mois- 
ture. 

VIL. 1. the well of Harod] i.e. of trembling, 
evidently so called from the people who 
were afraid (v. 3). It is identified with great 
probability with Ain Jalud, a spacious pool 
at the font of Gilboa ; [by Conder, with Ain 
el Jem’ain (the spring of the two troops)]. 

Moreh was, probably, the little Hermon, 
the Jebel ed-Duhy of the Arabs, which 
encloses the plain two or three miles north 
of Gilboa, which shuts it in on the south. 
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2 side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. And the 
Lorp said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too 
many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel 


» Dent. 8.17, 
Isai, 10. 13. 
1 Cor, 1, 29. 
2 Cor. 4. 7. 
¢ Deut. 20. 8, 


3 saved me. 


’yuaunt themsclyes against me, saying, Mine own hand hath 
Now therefore, go to, proclaim in the ears of the 
people, saying, ‘ Whosoever is fearful and afraid, Jet him return 
and depart early from mount Gilead. And there returned of 


the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten 
4 thousand. And the Lorp said unto Gideon, The people are 
yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try 
them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto 
thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and 
of whomsocyver I say unto thee, this shall not go with thee, the 


5 same shall not go. 


So he brought down the people unto the 
water: and the Lorp said unto 


ideon, very one that lappeth 


of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou 
set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon his 
6 knees to drink. And the number of them that lapped, putting 


their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: 


ut all 


the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink 


#1 Sam. 7 water. 
ti, 


And the Lorn said unto Gideon, ¢By the three hundred 
men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites 


into thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto 


& his place. 


So the people took victuals in their hand, and their 


trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto his 
tent, and retained those three hundred men: and the host of 


9 Midian was beneath him in the valloy. 
the same ‘night, that the Lorp said unto him, Arise, get thee 
down unto the host; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 


© Gen. 16. 2, 
<i 


¥ And it came to pass 


10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant 


auch 13, 14, 11 
ob 

See Gen. 26. 

Vt. 


1 Sam. 14, 
1, 10, 

# ch. 6. 5, 38, 
&3, 10, 


the host. 


down to the host: and thou shalt “hear what they say; and 
afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto 
Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto tho 
12 outside of the Jarmed men that were in the host. 
Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east 
Jay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and 


And the 


their cainels sere without number, as the sand by the sea 


13 side for multitude. 


And when Gideon was come, behold, there 


was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, 
I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of burley bread tumbled into 
the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it 


1 Or, ranks by fice, Ex, 13. 18. 


3. The proclamation was in accordance 
with the Law (see marg. ref.). No moun- 
tain of the name of Gilead is known in this 
locality, and it has been conjectured that 
the right reading is Gilboa. Others think 
that this may be a form of proclamation 
customary in Manasseh. 

4. try) The word used for refining metals 
by separating the dross from the pure ore. 
They who threw themselves on the ground 
and drank freely were the more self-indul- 
gent; while they who, remembering the 
near presence of the enemy, slaked their 
thirst with moderation, and without being 
off their guard for an instant, were the true 
soldiers of the army of God, 


8. The sense is, ‘‘ And they (the three 
hundred) took the victuals and trumpets of 
the eople (all the people of v. 7) into their 
hands,” so that each of the three hundred 
should have a trumpet and a pitcher. 

11. the armed men] The word is rendered 
harnessed. in Ex. xiii. 18 (see note). The 
most probable meaning of the word is ar- 
rayed in divisions or ranks. 

13. a cake of barley bread] i.e. such a cake 
as could hardly be eaten by men, it was so 
vile : a term expressive of the contempt of 
the Midianites for the people of Israel. 

a tent) The tent, meaning, probably, the 
tent of the king of Midian, or of the captain 
of the host, 
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14 fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. And his fellow 
answered and said, This 7s nothing else save the sword of Gideon 
the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God 


15 delivered Midian, and all the host. 


GAnd it was so, when 


Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and ‘the interpretation 
thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, 
und said, Arise; for the Lor» hath delivered into, your hand 


16 the host of Midian. 


And he divided the three hundred inen 7uto 


three companies, and he put 2a trumpet in every man’s hand, 
17 with empty pitchers, and “lamps within the pitchers. And he 
said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, beholi, 
when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, ax I do, 
18 so shall ye do. When I blow with a trumpct, I and all that are 
with me, then blow ve the trumpets also on every side of all the 


19 camp, and say, The sirord of the Lorn, and of Gideon. 


q So 


Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto 
the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch ; 


and they had but newly set the watch: 
20 trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 


and they blew the 
And 


the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, 
and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their 
right hands to blow eithul: and they cricd, The sword of the 


21 Lorn, and of Gideon. And they *stood every man in his place 
round about the camp: ‘and all the host ran, and cried, and 1+ 
22 fled. And the three hundred ‘blew the trumpets, and ‘the 
Lorp set “every man’s sword against his follow, even through- 
out all the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah 4in Aererath, 
23 and to the ‘border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. And the 


' Heh. the breaking thereof. 
2 Heb. trumpetsin the hand 
of all of them. 


ix. DU 


#2 Kin. 7, 7. 
© Josh. @. 3. 
See 2 Our, -}. 


te 

‘ Ps, 83, 9. 

Tsai. 9, 4. 
“2 Sam, ti 

3 Or, frebrands, or, torches. 20 

4 Or, toward. 

5 Heb. lip. 


2 Chr. 20.23. 


14, This is nothing else save the sword of 
Gideon) The word rendered teanbled in 7. 13, 
is rather descriptive of a sword brandished 
(ep. Gen. iii, 24). Hence the interpretation 
“the sword of Gideon.” Hearing this 
dreain_ and the interpretation would con- 
vince Gideon that he was indeed under the 
guidance of God, and so assure him of God's 
aid; and secondly, it would show him that 
a panic had already fallen upon the mind 
of the enemy. 

16. Gideon himsélf took the command 
of one company, and sent the other two 
under their respective captains to different 
sides of the camp (rr. 18 and 21). 

19, the middle watch] The old Jewish 
division of the night was three watches of 
four hours each. They are alluded to in 
Ex. xiv. 24; 1 Sam. xi. 11; Px, Isiii. 6, 
xe, 4, exix. 148, exxx. 6; Lam. ii. 19. 
After the Jews fell under the power of the 
Romans, they used the Roman division of 
four watches of three hours each (Matt. xiv. 
25; Mark xiii. 35). 

he beginning ” of the watch would be 
about eleven o'clock at night. 

21. The effect to the Midianites would 
be, that they were surrounded by a mighty 
host. Their own camp being in darkness, 


as soon as the confusion of flight began they 
would mistake friends for foes, and fleers 
for pursuers. When once fighting had 
begun by the first casual mistake, the 
clashing of swords and the shouts of the 
combatants in the camp, accompanied by 
the continuous blowing of Gideon's trum- 
pets outside, would make it appear that the 
whole of the enemy was in the camp. Sus- 
picion of treachery on the part of their allies 
would also be likely to arise in the minds of 
Midianites, Amalekites, and Arabs. Cp. a 
similar scene in marzg. reff. 

22. Beth-shittah—‘' louse of the acacias,”” 
the same trees which gave their name to 
Shittim. (Num. xxxiii. 49) in the plains of 
Moab, and which grew plentifully also in 
the peninsula of Sinai (Ex. xxv. 5)—per- 
haps Shuttah, in the valley of Jezreel; or 
it may be another name of Seythopolis, or 
Beth-shan (ep.:1 K. iv. 12). Zererath or 
Zeredath, near Succoth (viii. 5), the same 
as Zeredah in Ephraim, the birth-place of 
Jeroboam (1 K. xi. 26), and Zartanah 
(1 K. iv. 12). Ahel-meholah (field _of the 
dance), the birth-place of Elisha (1 K. xix. 
16) is in the Jordan valley, 10 miles from 
Scythopolis, if- identified with Bethmaela: 
if the same as Abelimea, it lay between 
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men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, 
and out of Asher, and out of ull Munasseh, and pursued after 
24 the Midianites, And Gideon sent messengers throughout ull 
*mount Ephraim, saying, Come down aguinst the Mudianites, 
and take before them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 
Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and 
And they took 
@two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zech; and they slew 
Oreb upon “the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress 
of Zeeb, and pursucd Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb 


Cuap. 8. AND “the men of Ephraim said unto him, 'Why hast 


thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, when thou wentest 
And they did chide with him 
And he said unto them, What have I done now in 
Zs not the gleaning of the grapes of 
*God hath 
delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and 
Zeeb: and what was I able to do in comparison of you? Then 


* ch, 3. 27. 
och. 3.23. 23 *took the waters unto ” Beth-burah and Jordan. 
Pr John 1, 
23, 
ach, 8. 3. 
Ps. 83. 11, 
a oh a: and “eeb to Gideon on tho ‘other side Jordan. 
* Secch.12.1, 
2 Sam. 19, that 
at to fight with the Midianites ¢ 
2 *gharply. 8 

compurison of you? t t 
éch.7.2t, 3 Ephraim better than the vintage of -\bi-ezer? 
Phil. 2. 3. 
¢ Prov. 13.1. 


(ten. 33. 17, 
Ps. 60, 6, 


¢ Seo 1 Kin. 
20, MM, 
JS 8ee 1 Sam. 
25. 11 


# vor. 16, 


AQ n> 3 . . . 
1 3 8 wilderness and with briers. 
25. 


Nablous and Scythopolis. 
xix. 16note.] Tabbath was apparently lower 
down the Jordan valley, i.e. 

24. the waters 
from the mountain district of Ephraim into 
the Jordan in the district of Beth-shan, 
forming great 
the Midianites 
cross before they could reach the Jordan 


fords. 


their “anger was «bated toward him, when he had said that. 
4 QAnd Gideon came to Jordan, and pec over, he, and the 
three hundred men that ezere with him, faint, yet pursuing 
3 then. And he said unto the men of “Succoth, Give, I pray 
you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow ime; for 
they be faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalnunna, 
6 kings of Midian. And the princes of Succoth said, ¢Are the 
hands of Zebah and Zalmuuna now in thine hand, that Swe 
7 should give bread unto thine army’ And Gideon suid, There- 
fore when the Lorp hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into 
mine hand, 9then I will ‘tear your flesh with the thorns of the 
And lic went up thence *to Penuel, 
and spake unto them likewise: and the nen of Penuel answered 
9 him as the men of Succoth had answered Aim. And he spake 


1 Heb. What thing is this $ Heb. thresh. 


3 Heh. stroagly. 
thou hast done nufo tua, 


3 Heb. spirit. 


[But see 1 K. soothes their wounded pride by confessiny 
that Ephraim had done more, though they 
had joined him so late in the day, than he 
had been able to effect in the whole cam- 
mign, The grape-gleaning of Ephraim wa 
etter than the whole vintage of Abi-ezer. 
5. Suceoth was in the tribe of Gad 
which was entirely trans-Jordanic (Josh. 
xiii. 27); and the ruins are at Sukkot, on 
the east of Jordan, « little south of Beth- 


urther south. 
The streams which run 


»oolsy and marshes, which 
eeingy south would have to 


cdl the men of Ephraim] They had taken 
no previous part in the rising against 
Midian: nor had Gideon, of the smaller 
tribe of Manasseh, presumed before to sum- 
mon his more powerful and arrogant brethren 
of the great tribe of Ephraim (see Josh. 
xvii, 14-18). 

VIII. 1. The success of Gideon’s enter- 
prise mortified the pride of Ephraim, as the 
chief tribe, seeing that they had played a 
subordinate part. Cp. Judg. xii. 1. 

. civil war with the great tribe of 
Ephraim would soon have turned Israel's 
victory into mourning. Gideon therefore 


shan. 

Gire, I prayv on, &e.) Gideon might 
fairly expect so much aid from the trans- 
Jordanic tribes, and from so considerable a 
town as Succoth (z. 14). 

6. The number of the followers of Zebah 
and Zalmunna was still so formidable, andl 
Gideon’s enterprise still so doubtful, that the 
men of Sucenth (heing on the same side of 
the Jordan) would not risk the venyeance 
of the Midianites by giving supplies to 
(sideon’s men. 

8. Suceoth was in the valley or Ghor of 
the Jordan (vr. 5), and Penuel ap»arently 
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also unto the men of Ponuel, saying, When I ‘como again in 
10 peace, *I will break down this tower. Now Zebuh and Zal- nlf 
munna were in Kurkor, and their hosts with them, about fifteen 
thousand men, all that woro left of all the hosts of the children 
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41 Kin, 22, 


k yer. 17. 


‘ch. 7. 12. 


of the east: for there fell 'an hundred and twenty thousand men 


11 that drew sword. 


And Gideon went u 
that dwelt in tonts on the cast of ™Nobah and Jogbchah, and 
12 smote the host: for the host was *secure. And when Zebah and % 
Zalmunna fled, he pursued after them, and °took tho two kings 
of Midian, Zcbah and Zalmunna, and ?discomfited all the host. 


by the way of them 


1 Thess. &. 3. 
° Ps, 83, 11. 


13 § And Gideon the son of Joash returned from battle before the 
14 sun was up, and caught a young man of the men of Succoth, 
and enquired of him: and he “described unto him tho princes 
of Succoth, and the elders thereof, even threescore and seventeen 


15 men. 


And he came unto the men of Succoth, and said, Behold 
Zebah and Zalinunna, with whom ye did »upbraid ino, saying, 


? ver. 6. 


Are the hands of Zebuh and Zalmunna now in thino hand, that 


16 we should give bread unto thy men that are weary? ¢And ho 


@ ver. 7. 


took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and 


17 briers, and with them he ‘taught the men of Succoth. 
bent down the tower of *Penuel, and slew the men of the city. 
18 JThen said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, What manner of 2 
men. were they whom ye slew at ‘Tabor? And they answered, 
As thou arf, so were they; each one ‘resembled tho children of 


tAnd he 


r ver. 0. 
*1 Kin. 12. 
5. 


t ch. 4. 6. 
Ps. 80, 12, 


19a king. And he said, Thoy were my brethren, even the sons of 
my inother: as the Lorp liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I 


1 Or, an hundredand twenty 
thousand, every one draw- 
ing a sword, ch, 20. 2,15, 


2 Heh. terrified. 
3 Hob. eerié. 


in the mountain. No identification of 
Penuel has taken place. It was south of 
the brook Jabbok, and on Jacob’s way to 
Suceoth. Gideon, journeying in the oppo- 
site direction to Jacob, comes from Succoth 
to Penuel. 

10. Zebah and Zalmunna seem to have 
fied nearly due east to Karkor, which was 
probably an enclosure of some kind Veale. 
a walled sheepfold, ep, Num. xxxi. 32 note). 
Its site is unknown; but it was near Nobah, 
in the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead 
(Num. xxxii. 40), and Jogbehah was in the 
tribe of Gad (ib. 34, 35). Gideon, perhaps 
taking a circuit so as to come upon them 
from the east, fell suddenly upon them 
apparently at night, surprised them, an 
smote them. 

13. before the sun was up] The translation 
of the words is doubtful, because of the 
rarity of the word rendered ‘‘ sun” (Heres ; 
cp. ii, 9 note). Many suppose it to be the 
name of a mountain pass, and render it 
from the ascent of Heres. 

14, The written (see marg.) list would 
enable Gideon to punish the guilty and spare 
the innocent people. Succoth was governed 
by a sanhedrim or council of zeventy elders 
(ep. Num. xi. 16), with perhaps seven others 
off superior rank called princes. 

16. he tauyht] Thought to be a false read- 


17,25. 2 Kin, 3. 26 


* Heb. made to know, 
5 Heb. according to the 
form, $c. 


ing, for ‘‘ he threshed,” as in ¢. 7 marg. 

17. the men of the city Perhaps the rulers ; 
who, it is likely, had possession of the 
tower or citadel, and so could t ize 
over the people. Gideon slew the great 
men, and beat down their towers, but did 
not injure the inhabitants. 

18. what manner of men] Lit. ‘‘ Where 
are the men?” ‘The sense, what manner of 
men, igs merely gathered from the tenor of 
the answer. Gideon doubtless knew that 
his brethren had been killed by Zebah and 
Zalmunna, and the desire of avenging their 
death was one motive for his impetuous 
pursuit and attack, His question was rather 
a taunt, a bitter reproach to his captives 
prcpaning them for their fate. Zebah an 

almunna, in their answer, did not give 
evidence against themselves. Their hope 
was by a flattering answer to soothe 
Gideon’s wrath. 

19. the sons of my mother] A much closer 
relation than that of brothers by the father 
only, (Cp. Gen. xliii. 29; Deut. xiii. 6; Ps. 
Ixix. 8). This is the only hint preserved of 
the transaction, We cannot say exactly 
when the slaughter of Gideon’s brethren on 
Mount Tabor took place, whether before 
the outbreak of the war (vi. 33), or in the 
retreat and flight of the Midianites (vii, 22). 
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« Pg, 83. 11. 


» Gen, 25. 


& 37. 25, 23. 


= ch. 17. 5. 
“ch. 6. 2h 


# Ps, 106. 39. 
« Deut, 7. 16. 


ch, 5. 31. 
&1.2. 


“ch. a. 2, 5. 
feb 1 
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20 would not slay you. And he said unto Jether his firstborn, Up, 
and slay them. But the youth drew not his sword: for he 
21 feared, because he wus yet a youth. Then Zebah and Zalmunna 
said, Rise thou, and fall upon us: for as the man 73, so is his 
strength. And Gidcon arose, and "slew Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and took away the ‘ornaments that were on their camels’ necks. 
22 JThen the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, 
both thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son also: for thou hast 
23 delivered us from the hand of Midian. And Gideon said unto 
them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over 
24 you: *the Lonp shall rule over you. And Gideon said unto 
them, I would desire a request of you, that ye would give me 
every man the earrings of his prey. (For they had golden car- 
25 rings, ¥ because they were Ishmaelites.) And they answered, We 
will willingly give them. And they spread a garment, and did 
26 cast therein every man the earrings of his prey. And the weight 
of the golden earrings that he requested was a thousand and 
seven hundred shekels of gold; beside ornaments, and 2collars, 
and purple raiment that was on the kings of Midian, and beside 
the chains that were wbout their camels’ necks. And Gideon 
?made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even “in Ophrah: 
and all Israel &went thither a whoring after it: which thing 
98 became ‘a snare unto Gideon, and to his house. ‘Thus was 
Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted 
up their heads no more. “And the country was in quietness 
29 forty years in the duys of Gideon. -And Jerubbaal the son of 
30 Joash went and dwelt in his own house. And Gideon had 
«threescore and ten sons *of his body begotten: for he had many 
31 wives. ‘And his concubine that was in Shechem, she also bare 
32 him a son, whose name he ‘tealled Abimelech. And Gideon the 


ts 
=~t 


2 Or, sweet jercels. * Heb. sed. 


UOr, ornaments like the 
% Heh. going out of hie thigh. 


moon, 


20. It was Gideon’s place to act the part 
of the “‘avenger of blood ” (Num. xxxv. 12; 
Deut. xix. 6), The fierce manners of the 
age break out in the slaying of the captives 
(ep. 1 Sam. xv. 32, 33), and in Gideon's at- 
tempt to initiate his youthful son Jether in 
the stern work of slaying his country’s 
enemies. 

21. the ornaments] See marg. and ep. Isai. 
iii. 18. The custom of adorning the necks 
of their camels with gold chains and orna- 
ments prevailed among the Arabs so late 
as the time of Mahomet. 

24. In this desire for vold Gideon falls 
to the level of ordinary men, and we may 
see in it the first decline of his glory, lead- 
ing to asad tarnishing of the lustre of his 
bright name. The idolatrous honour paid 
to Gideon’s ephod was probably a source of 
revenue to his house. Contrast the con- 
duct of Abraham (Gen. xiv. 21-23), and of 
Elisha (2 K. vy. 16, 26). 

The ear-ring here mentioned is properly 
x nose-ring (cp. Gen. xxiv. 22 note). The 
custom of wearing nogse-rings prevails in 
Eastern countries to the present day. The 
circumstance of Joh’s friends each contri- 
buting a nose-ring of gold (Job xlii, 11 note) 


is a remarkable parallel to the incident in 
Gideon’s history. Rings of gold were also 
used ag money in Egypt, as appears on 
several early monuments, and by the 
Celts. 

25. they spread, &c.] The LXX. reads ‘He 
spread his garment.” 

26. If the Ishmaelite nose-rings were half 
ashekel in weight, then 1,700 shekels weight 
of gold implied that 3,400 persons wearing 
sold rings had been slain. The “ collars” 
were rather “ ear-drops.” 

27. The ephod was that particular part 
of the High-Priest’s dress which was neces- 
sary to be worn when he inquired of God 
by Urim and Thummim. It seems that 
Gideon being now the civil ruler, desired to 
have an ephod of his own, kept in his own 
city, to he worn by the priest whenever 
Gideon might summon him to inquire of 
the Lord for him. His relations with the 
tribe of Ephraim probably made him un- 
willing to resort to Shiloh. Cp. the act of 
Jeroboam (1 K. xii. 28). 

81. Abimelech’s mother was not reckoned 
among the wives, being, probably, one of 
the Canaanite population in Shechem (ix. 
28) : neither was Abimelech himself reck- 
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son of Joash died %in a good old age, and was buried in the 
sepulchre of Juash his father, “in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 
33 J And it came to pass, ‘as soon as Gideon was dead, that the 
children of Isracl turned again, and ‘went a whoring after 
34 Baalim, ‘and made Bual-berith their god. And the children of 
Isracl * remembered not the Lorp their God, who had delivered 
them out of the hands of all their enemies on every side: 
35 "neither shewed they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, 
namely, Gideon, according to all the goodness which he hail 


shewed unto Israel. 
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7 Gen. 25. 3. 
Job 5. 26. 

t yer. 27, 
ch, 6. 24. 
ich, 2. 19 
Bch, 2.17, 

' gh. 9. 4, 46, 
m Pg, 78, 11, 


12, 

& 106. 13. 
"ch. 9 16, 
Eccles. 9, 
14, 15, 


Cuar. 9. AND Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem 


unto “his mother’s brethren, and communed with them, and with 


“ch. 8. 31. 


2 all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying, Speak, 
I pray you, in the ears of all the inen of Shechem, ! Whether is 
better for you, either that all the sons of Jerubbnal, which are 


*threescore and ten persons, reign over you, or that one reign 
over you? remember ulso that I wm ‘your bone and your flesh. 
3 And his mother’s brethren spake of him in the ears of all the 


» ch. 8. 30, 
© Gen, 29. 
14. 


men of Shechem all these words: and their hearts inclined °to 


+ follow Abimelech; for they said, He ts our “brother. 
gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the house of 
¢Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech hired /yain and light per- 

And he went unto his father’s house 

Yat Ophrah, and “slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being 

threescore and ten persons, upon one stone: notwithstanding ; 
et Jotham the youngest son of Jerupbaal was left; for he hid 

And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and 1* 


5 sons, which followed him. 


6 himself. 


And they 


« Gen, 20. 
15. 


Prov, 12. 11, 
Acts 17. &. 


all the house of Millo, and went, and made Abimelech king, *by 


7 the plain of the pillar that wae in Shechem. 
told i to Jotham, he went and stood in the to 
Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried, and sai 


2 Heb. after. 


1 Heb. What 


is good? 
tohether, $c. 


4] And when they 
of ‘mount 
unto them, 


3 Or, by the oak of the 
pillar: Bee Josh, 24. 26. 


‘ Deut. 11. 
20. 


Josh. 8, 33:3, 
John 4. 24), 


oned with the seventy other sons of Jerub- 
baal (ix. 24. Cp. xi. 1, 2). 

33, turned ayain) Doubtless Gideon him- 
self had no doubt prepared the way for this 
apostacy by his unauthorised ephod. The 
Law of Moses, with its strict unity of priest- 
hood and Altar, was the divinely-appointed 
andonly effectual preservative from idolatry. 

Baal-bereth] The god of covenants or 
sworn treaties, corresponding to the Zeus 
Orkius of the Greeks. The centre of this 
fresh apostacy was at Shechem. 

IX. 1. We are not told how soon after 
the death of Gideon these events happened. 
There must have been time for the apostacy 
and establishment of Baal-worship, and for 
the development of ill-will between Abime- 
lech and his brethren. 

2, the men of Shechem] Lit., “the masters.” 
Cp. Josh. xxiv. 11; 1 Sam. xxiii. 11, 12. 

8. The Ephraimite pride revolted from 
Abi-ezrite rulers, and inclined them to one 
who was a Shechemite by birth. (Cp. the 
same spirit in the time of David and 
Rehoboam, 2 Sam. xx. 1; 1K. xii. 16.) 

& Such wholesale slaughters have always 
been common in Eastern monarchies, and 


are among the fruits of polygamy. 

. Millo must have been a fortified place 
close to, but separate from, Shechem, and 
perhaps the same as the tower of Shechem 
mentioned in vv. 46, 47. The building or 
enlarging of the better-known Millo at Jeru- 
salem was one of Solomon’s great works 
(1 K. ix. 15, 24). The population dwelling 
in Millo though perhaps numerically small, 
had great weight from possessing the atrony- 
hold. Their giving Abimelech the title of 
king indicates the strong Canaanite influence 
at Shechem. All the Gannanite chiefs were 
called kings, but it was a title hitherto un- 
known in Israel. This title had not been 
named by those Israelites who offered tomake 
Gideon their hereditary ruler (viii. 22, 23). 

the plain of the pillar, &c.] Rather ‘‘the oak 
of the garrison which isin Shechem.” The oak 
in question was probably called the “* yar- 
rison oak,” from a garrison being stationed 
near it. : 

7. the top of Mount Gerizim] The ancient 
Shechem was perhaps situated there. The 
Ba seg sa of Shechem is supposed to have 

een keeping some public festival outside 
the city when Jotham addressed them. 
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Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may hearken 

8 unto you. *The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king 
over them; and they said unto the olive tree, ‘Reign thou over 
9us. But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fat- 
ness, “wherewith by me they honour God and man, and 'go tu 
10 be promoted over the trees? And the trees said to the fig tree, 
11 Conne thou, and reign over us. But the fig tree said unto them, 
Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be 

12 promoted over the trees? Then said the trees unto the vine, 
13 Come thou, and reign over us. And the vine said unto them, 


" Pa, 104. 
15. 


15 *bram 


Should I leave my wine, “which cheereth God and man, and go 
14 to be promoted over the trees ? 
ible, Come thou, and reign over us. 


Then said all the trees unto the 
And the bramble said 


unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then 


° Tsai. 30. 2. 
Dan. 4. 12. 
Hos, 14. 7. 
P vor, 20. | 
Num. 21. 23. 
Ezek. 19. 14, 
@2 Kin. 14.9. 
Ps. 104. 16. 
ech. 8. 35. 


* ver, 5, 6. 


3adventured 


come and put your trust in my °shadow: and if not, ?let fire 
come out of the bramble, and devour the ‘cedars of Lebanon. 
16 Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye 
have made Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt well with Jo- 
rubbaal and his house, and have done unto him “according to 
17 the deserving of his hands; (for my father fought for you, and 
‘lis life far, and delivered you out of the hand of 

18 Midian: ‘and ye are risen up against my father’s house this 


day, and have slain his sons, threescore and ten persons, upon 
one stone, and haye made Abimelech, the son of his maidser.. 
vant, king over the men of Shechem, because he 7s your brother;) 


t Tsai. 8. 6. 
Phil. 3. 3. 

* yor, 15, 56, 
57. 


19 if ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with 
his house this day, then ‘rejoice yo in Abimelech, and let hin 
20 also rejoice in you: but if not, “let fire come out from Abime- 
lech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the house of Millo; 


q When Abimelech had reigned three years 


i. ica and let fire come out from the men of Shechem, and from the 
+_ Sam. 16. 91 house of Millo, and devour Abimelech. And Jotham ran away, 
& 18. 9, 10. and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimo- 
Isai. 19.2, 292 lech his brother. 

Mai, 33,1, 23 over Israel, then ’God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech 
41 Kin, 2.32. and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem @dealt 
Esth. 9.25. 24 treacherously with Abimelech; “that the cruelty done to the 
Matt, 23, 35 


1 Heb. go up and down for 
other frees. 


8-20. This fable and that noted in the 
He ata are the only two of the kind found 
in Scripture. Somewhat different are the 
pre of the O. T. 2 Sam. xii. 1-4, xiv. 

~11; 1 K. xx. 39, 40. 

9. honour God and man] Alluding to the 
constant use of oil in the meat-offerings 
(Lev. ii. 1-16), and in the holy ointment 
(ix. xxx. 24, 25). In like manner, the al- 
lusion in v, 13 is to the drink-offerings of 
wine. See Lev. xxiii. 13; Num. xv. 10. 

14. the bramble] Said to be the Rhamnus 
Paliurus of Linneus, otherwise called Spina- 
Christi, or Christ’s Thorn, a shrub with 
sharp thorns. The application is obvious. 
The noble Gideon ane his worthy sons had 
declined the proffered kingdom. The vile, 
base-born Abimelech had accepted it, and 
his act would turn out to the mutual ruin 
of himself and his subjects. 


threescore and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their 


2 Or, thistle. 3 Heb. cast his life, 


- 


15. if in truth] t.e. consistently with 
truth, honour, and uprightness, as explained 
in the interpretation in vv. 16 and 19. 

let fire come out, &c.] The propriety of 
the image is sedate preserved, for even the 
thorns of the worthless bramble might kindle 
a flame which would burn the stately cedars 
to the ground. See Pa, lviii. 9. 

16-20, These verses contain the interpre- 
tation of the fable. In them Jotham points 
out the base ingratitude of the people in 
raising Abimelech upon the ruin of Gideon’s 
house, and foretells the retribution which 
would fall upon both parties. 

22, had reigned] Rather, “had ruled.’* 
It is not the phrase used in 7. 6. It looks 
as if the Shechemites alone had made him 
king, and the rest of Israel had submitted 
to his dominion, without allowing his title 
of king. 
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blood be Jaid upon Abimelech their brother, which slew them; 
and upon the men of Shechem, which 'aided him in the killing 
25 of his brethren. And the men of Shechem set liers in wait for 
him in the top of the mountains, and they robbed all that came 
26 along that way by them: and it was told Abimelech. And Gaal 
the son of Ebed came with his brethren, and went over to 
Shechem ; and the men of Shechem put their confidence in him. 
27 And they went out into the fields, and gathered their vineyards, 
and trode the grapes, and made ?merry, and went into >the house 
of their god, and did eat and drink, and cursed Abimelech. 
28 And Gaal the son of Ebed said, °Who 7s Abimelech, and who is 
Shechem, that we should serve him ? 7s not he the son of Jerub- 
baal? and Zebul his officer? serve the men of ¢Hamor the 
29 father of Shechem: for why should we servo him? And ‘would 
to God this people were under my hand! then would I remove 
Abimelech. And he said to Abimelech, Increase thine army, 
30 and come out. (And when Zebul the ruler of tho city heard 
31 the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger was *kindled. And 
he sent messengers unto Abimelech ‘privily, saying, Behold, 
Gaal the son of bed and his brethren be come to Shechem ; 
32 and, behold, they fortify tho city against thee. Now therefore 
up by night, thou and the people that 7s with thee, and lie in 
33 wait in the field: and it shall be, that in the morning, as soon as 
the sun is up, thou shalt rise early, and set upon the city: and, 
behold, when he and the people that is with him come out against 
thee, then mayest thou do to them ‘as thou shalt find occasion. 
34 4 And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, 
by night, and they laid wait against Shechem in four companies. 
35 And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood in the entering of 
the gate of the city: and Abimelech rose up, and the people that 
36 were with him, from lying in wait. And when Gaal saw the 
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b ver. 4. 


¢ 1 Sum. 25, 


10. 
1 Kin, 12. 16. 
@ Gen. 34. 2, 


6. 
e 2 Sam, 135, 
4, 


1 Heb. strengthened his 
hands to kill, 

3 Or, songs: See Isai. 16. 
2,10. Jer. 25. 30. 


3 Or, hot 
* Heb. 
Tormah, 


28. It does not appear who Gaal, son of 
Ebed, was; he may have been an officer 
sent by Abimelech with a force to bring the 
men of Shechem back to their allegiance, 
but who tried to turn the rebellion to his 
own account. He got into Shechem with 
a band of men, ‘his brethren,” unop- 
posed by Zebul, Abimelech’s officer, and 
soon gained the confidence of the She- 
chemites. 

27-29. Seditious and lawless acts (ev. 25, 
26) now broke out into open rebellion. It 
was at an idolatrous feast in the house of 
Baal-herith, on occasion of the vintage, 
and when they were excited with wine, that 
the rebellion was matured. Those present 
began to ‘‘curse Abimelech,” to speak in- 
sultingly of him, and to revile him (cp. Lev. 
xx. 9; 2 Sam. xix. 21; Isai. viii. 21). Gaal, 
the son of Ebed, who was watching the 
opportunity, immediately incited them to 
revolt from the dominion of Abimelech, 
offering himself to be their captain ; adding 
a message of defiance to Abimelech, ad- 


craftily, or, to 


’ Heb. as thine hand shall 
Jind, 1 Sam, 10. 7. & 25. 
8. Eccles. 9. 10. 


dressed, probably, to Zebul, who was pre~ 
sent but too weak to resent it on the spot, 

27. made merry) The word translated 
merry occurs only here and in Lev. xix. 24. 
Its etymology gives the sense of prazses, 
thankayivings ; and its use in these two pas- 

es rather indicates that the fruits them- 
selves which were brought to the House of 
God with songs of praise, and eaten or 
drunken with religious service, were so 
called. The thank-offerings would he a 
portion of the new wine of the vintage 
which they had just gathered in, 

. Shechem is another designation of 
Abimelech. Shechem means the son and 
heir of Shechem, Abimelech’s mother being 
a Canaanite (v. 18). : 

81. privily}] See marg. The word is pro- 
bably the name of a place in Tormah, some 
think the same as Arumah (v. 41). Zebu) 
was faithful to Abimelech, but dissembled 
his sentiments, from being too weak to 
oppose Gaal, till Abimelech came with his 
army (7. 38). 
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f vez. 29, 29. 


9 ver. 20, 

A Deut. 29. 
23. 

1 Kin, 12, 25, 


2 Kin, 3. 25, 
‘ch, 8. 33, 


¥ Ps, 68, 14. 
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people, he said to Zebul, Behold, there come people down from 
the top of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him, Thou seest 

37 the shadow of the mountains as if they were men. And Gaal 
spake again and said, See there come people down by the ' middle 

of the land, and another company come along by the plain of 
38 *Meonenim. Then said Zebul unto him, ere is‘now thy 
mouth, wherewith thou /saidst, Who is Abimelech, that we 
should serve him ? ¢e not this the people that thou hast despised ? 

39 go out, I pray now, and fight with them. And Gaal went out 
40 before the men of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech. And 
Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and many wero 
overthrown and wounded, even unto the entering of the gate. 
41 And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah: and Zebul thrust out Gaal 
42 and his brethren, that they should not dwell in Shechem. 4 And 
it came to pass on the morrow, that the people went out into 
43 the field; and they told Abimelech. And he took the people, 
and divided them into three companies, and laid wait in the 
field, and looked, and, behold, the people were come forth out of 

44 the city; and he rose up against them, and smote them. And 
Abimelech, and the company that was with him, rushed forward, 
and stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and the two 
other companies ran upon all the people that were in the fields, 
45 and slew them. And Abimelech fought against the city all that 
day ; and %he took the city, and slew the people that wus there- 

46 in, and *beat down the city, and sowed it with salt. (And 
when all the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they 
47 entered into an hold of the house ‘of the god Berith. And it 
was told Abimelech, that all the men of the tower of Shechem 
48 were gathered together. And Abimelech gat him up to mount 
kZalmon, he and all the people that were with him; and Abime- 
lech took an axe in his hand, and cut down a bough from the 
trees, and took it, and laid i¢ on his shoulder, and said unto the 
eople that were with him, What ye have seen ‘me do, make 

49 haste, and do as I have done. And all the people likewise cut 
down every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, and put 
them to the hold, and set the hold on fire upon them; so that 
all the men of the tower of Shechem died also, about a thousand 


1 Heb. navel. 2 Or, The regarders of timer, 3 Heb. I have done, 
14. 


Deut. 18, 14. 


87. 


the plain of Meonenim] Translate 


action his hatred, and his wish, that when 


* the oak of the soothsayers ” (see marg.). 
Some well-known oak, so called, but which 
is not mentioned elsewhere. 

42. After Gaal’s expulsion, the people 
went out into the field, either to complete the 
vintage, or for some other agricultural 
operation. ‘They ” (Zebul and “his party) 
sent word of this to Abimelech. 

44, ‘his verse explains the purpose of 
both the present and the former division 
of Abimelech’s forces into several com- 
panies, viz. that while some of the com- 
panies attacked the men of Shechem in 
the field, another company, starting from 
their ambush, might occupy the approach 
to the city gate, and so cut off their 
retreat, 

45, sowed it with salt] Expressing by this 


utterly destroyed as a city, it might not 
even be a fruitful field. Salt isthe emblem 
of barrenness (see marg. reff.). 

46. an hold of the house of the god Berith] 
As combining the advantages of a sanctuary 
(cp. 1 K. ii. 28) and a fortress. The word 
rendered hold occurs elsewhere only in 1Sam. 
xiii. 6, where it is rendered ‘‘ high-place.” 
Its exact signification is uncertain. 

48. Zalmon] A lofty and thickly-wooded 
hill, as the etymology of the name (skady) 
implies, in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Shechem : perhaps the same as Ebal. The 
setting fire to the hold, where the men of 
Shechem were all crowded together, with 
their wives and children, was the literal 
fulfilment of Jotham’s curse in v. 20. 
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60 men and women. {Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and en- 
51 camped against Thebez, und took it. But there was a strong 
tower within the city, und thither fled all the men and women, 
and all they of the city, and shut 7¢ to them, and gat them up to 
52 the top of the tower. And Abimelech came unto the tower, and 
fought against it, and went hard unto the door of the tower to 
63 burn it with fire. And a certain woman ‘cast a piece of a mill- 
54 stone upon Abimelech’s head, and all to brake his scull. Then 
™he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and 
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'2 Sam. 11. 
21. 


m So 1 Sum. 


said unto him, Draw thy sword, and slay me, that men say not 31.4 


55 of me, A woman slew him. And his young man thrust him 
through, and he died. And when the men of Israel saw that 
Abimelech was dead, they departed every man unto his place. 

56 ("Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he 


* ver. 24. 
57 did unto his father, in slaying his seventy brethren: and all the Job 31. 3. 
evil of the men of Shechem did God render upon their heads: 23,°,7., 
and upon them came °the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. © ver. 20. | 
Cuap, 10. AND after Abimelech there “arose to '? defend Isracl © ch. 2. 16. 
Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar; 
2and he dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim. And he judged 
Israel twenty and three years, and died, and was buried in 
3 Shamir. {And after him aroso Jair, a Gileadite, and judged 
4 Israel twenty and two years. And he had thirty sons that 
brode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, “which * ch. 5. 10. 


are called *Havoth-jair unto this dav, which are in the land *) 
5, 6 of Gilead. And Jair died, and was buried in Camon. 
#the children of Isracl did evil again in the sight of the Lorn, 
and ‘served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and /the 
ods of ’Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the 
of the children of Ammon, and the 


and the 


7 and forsook the Lorp, and served not him. 
tho Lorp was hot against Israel, and ho “sold them into the 


1 Or, deliver. 2 Heb. sare. 


And ach. 2.11. 
ae 
gods of Syria, sisi. 
gods ¢ch. 2. 13. 
of the Philistines, /ob. 2.12. 
And the anger of 3, 

Ps. 106, 36, 

heh. 2.14 
3 Or, the villages of Jair, Num, $2, 41. 1 Sam. 12.9 


60. The men of Thebez (modern Tubas) 
had, doubtless, joined the Shechemites in 
their rebellion against Abimelech. 

62, went hard unto the door, &c.] i.e. went 
close to the door. An act of manifest 
danger, seeing the roof was covered with 
persons who would be likely to throw down 
missiles of all sorts on the heads of their 
assailants. But the hatred of Abimelech, 
and his thirst for revenge, made him despise 
danger. 

53. ‘The phrase ali to is now obsolete, and 
means quite, entirely, as in Chaucer, Spenser, 
and Milton. 

X. 1. defend] The marginal reading ‘‘ to 
deliver,” is far preferable. The word is the 
same as in ii. 16, 18, iii. 9, 15, 31, &c., and is 
the technical word applied to the judges. Cp. 
Neh. ix. 27 (saviours who saved them, A.V.). 

The term there arose, also marks Tola as 
one of the Judges, properly so called, raised 
by Divine Providence. 

Tola and Puah] Both names of heads of 
houses in the tribe of Issachar (1 Chr. vii. 
1; Gen. xlvi. 13). 

_ Shamir) Not the same as that mentioned 
in Josh. xy. 48, which was in the hill country 


of Judah. Issachar would seem from this 
to have extended into the northern part of 
mount Ephraim. 

2. Jair the Gileadite was probably the 
same person as is named in Num. xxxii. 41; 
Deut. iii. 14, as having given the name of 
Havith-jair to certain villages in Bashan. 

6. the gods of Syria] Or Aram. In the 
times of the Judges the various tribes of 
Aramites, or Syrians, were not compacted 
into one state, nor were they till after the 
time of Solomon. The national gods of 
these various Aramean tribes were prone 
the same ; and their worship would be likely 
to be introduced into the trans-Jordanic 
tribes. It has been remarked that the 
Hebrew words for ‘‘to divine,” “to prac- 
tise magic,” ‘‘idolatrous priests,” and other 
like words, are of Syrian origin. The 
Syriac ritual proved very attractive to 
king Ahaz (2 a xvi, 10-12). For the 
national gods of the Zidonians, Moabites, 
Ammonites, and Philistines, see 1 K. xi. 5, 
7, 33; 1 Sam. v. 2-5. cant 

4. The previous mention of the Philistines 
as oppressors of Israel (iii. 31) seems to be 
restricted to the south of Judah, when they 
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hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the children of 
8 Ammon. And that year they vexed and 'oppressed the children 
of Israel]: eighteen years, all the children of Israel that were on 
the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which és in 
9 Gilead. Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan 
to fight also against Judah, and against Benjamin, and against 


11 Sam, 12, 
10, 


F Ex. 14. 30, 
!Num. 2t. 


' Heb. erushed. 
2 Heb. is good in thine eyes. 


3 Heb. gods of strangers. 


10 the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed. ‘And 
the children of Isracl cried unto the Lorp, saying, 
sinned against thee, both because we have forsaken our God, 

11 and also served Baalim. 
of Israel, Did not J deliver you *from the Egyptians, and !from 
the Amorites, “from the children of Ammon, "and from the 

12 Philistines? °The Zidonians also, ?and the Amalekites, and 
the Maonites, ¢did oppress you; and ye cried to me, and [ 

13 delivered you out of their hand. 
and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more. 

14 Go and ‘cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them 

15 deliver you in the time of your tribulation. And the children 
of Israel said unto the Lorp, We have sinned: ‘do thou unto 
us whatsoever *seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we 

is, 16 pray thee, this day. “And they put away the “strange gods 
from among them, and served the Lorp: and “his soul ‘was 

17 grieved for the misery of Israel. 4 
were *gathered togother, and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Isracl assombled themselves together, and encamped 


We haye 


And the Lorp said unto the children 


‘Yet ye have forsaken me, 


q Then the children of Ammon 


* Hebd. was shortened. 
5 Heb. cried foyether, 


a 


co-operated with Moab. They appear to 
have gradually increased in power till the 

reached thei: height in the time of Saul. 
In the present instance they were probably 
in alliance with the Ammonites, holding 
the western tribes in check, while the Am- 
mene subdued those on the east of Jor- 

an. 

8. that year] Perhaps the closing year of 
the oppression, when the Ammonites passed 
ever the Jordan. For it was this crowning 
oppression which brought the Israelites to 
repentance (rv. 10, 15, 16), and so prepared 
the way for the deliverance. Possibly in 
the original narrative from which this por- 
tion of the Book of Judges is compiled, 
‘that year” was defined. 

the land of the Anorites] Viz. of Sihon 
king of the Amorites, Num. xxi. 21; Deut. 
i. 4; Josh. xiii. 10°; Ps. exxxv. 11. 

il. (See marg. reff.). The Israelites were 
delivered from the Egyptians at the Exodus: 
from the Amorites in the victories over 
Sihon, and Og, and the five kings of the 
Amorites (Josh. x. 5); from the children or 
Ammon by Ehud; and from the Philis- 
sated the hand of Shamgar (cp. 1 Sam. 
xii. 9), 

12. the Zidonians] An allusion to the 
time of Barak, when the Zidonians doubt- 
less formed part of the great confederacy 
of Canaanites under Jabin king of Hazor. 
See Josh. xi. 8, 


the Amalekites] In the time of Gideon 
(marg. ref.). 

the Maonttes] Probably one of the tribes 
of the ‘*children of the East,” who came 
with the Midianites and Amalekites in the 
time of Gideon, and may have been con- 
spicuous for their hostility to Israel, and 
for the greatness of their discomfiture, 
though the record has not been pre- 
served, The name is Mehunwns in 2 Chr. 


Xxvi, 7, 

17, The historian, having related the 
preliminary incidents, now comes to the 
final issue which forms the subject matter 
of his narrative. On a certain occasion, 
as on many previous ones, the Ammonites 
were encamped in Gilead, with the inten- 
tion of dispossessing the Israelites of the 
whole country, or at least as far as the 
river Jabbok (xi. 13), and of invading the 
West-Jordanic tribes. The children of Israel 
on the East of Jordan assembled together 
to resist them, and pitched their camp 
in Mizpeh. The narrative proceeds to de- 
tail what happened. 

WMizpeh, as its name, ‘‘ watch-tower” or 
*‘look-out” indicates, was situated on a 
skh t of Mount Gilead, and was, as 
such, a strong Bost It is almost always 
written, ‘THE Muzpeh,” or watch-tower. 
Four or five places of the name. occur in 
Scripture. 
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18 in ¥Mizpeh. And the people and princes of Gilead said one to 
another, What man is /e that will begin to fight against the 
children of Ammon ? he shall ‘be head over all the inhabitants 


of Gilead. 


Cuar. 11. NOW Jephthah the Gileadite was 'a mighty man of 
valour, and he zas the son of 'an harlot: and Gilead begat 
2 Jephthah. And Gilead’s wife bare him sons; and his wife’s 
sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto hin, 
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¥ Gen. 31, 19. 
eh. 11.11, 29. 


* ch. 11, 8, 
J1. 


@ Heb. 11. 
32, called 
Jephthae. 
® ch. G.I, 
2 Kin. 8. 1. 


Thou shalt not inherit in our father’s house; for thou art the son 
3 of a strange woman. Then Jephthah ficd *from his brethren, 


and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were 
+ men to Jephthah, and went out with him. And it came to pass 


ech. 0 4. 


gathered ‘yain 
1 Sum, 22, 2, 


Jin process of time, that the children of Ammon made war 


5 against Israel. 


And it was so, that when the children of Ammon 


made war against Isracl, the elders of Gilead went to fetch 
6 Jephthah out of the land of Tob: and they said unto Jeph- 
thah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight with the 


7 children of Ammon. 


And Jephthah said unto the elders of 
Gilead, ¢Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father’s 
house and why are ye come unto me now when ye are in dis- 

8 tress? ‘And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore 
we/turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and 
fight against the children of Ammon, and be Your head oyer all 


@ Gen. 26, 
27. 


ech. 10. 18, 
/ Luke 17. 4, 
och. 10, 18, 


9 the inhabitants of Gilead. And Jephthah said unto the elders 
of Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight against the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and the Lorp deliver them before me, shall I 

10 be your head’ And the elders of Gilead suid unto Jephthah, 


*The Lorp ‘be witness between us, if we do not so according to 


11 thy words. Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and 


the people made him ‘head and captain over them: and Jeph- 
12 thah uttered all his words “before the Lorp in Mizpeh. (And 


! Heb. a coman an harlot. 


> Heb. after duys. 
1 Heb. from the fuce. 


* Heb. be the hearer between us. 


18, and the people and princes, &c.] The 
inhabitants of Gilead appear as a separate 
and independent community, electing their 
own chief, without any reference to the 
West-Jordanic tribes. 

XI. 1. The history of Jephthah appears 
to be an independent history inserted by 
the compiler of the Book of Judges. Verses 
4 and 6 introduce the Ammonitish war 
without any apparent reference to x. 


A genealogy of Manasseh (1 Chr. vii. 14- 
17) gives the families which sprang from 
Gilead, and among them mention is made 
of an Aramitess concubine as the mother of 
one family. Jephthah, the son of Gilead 
by a strange woman, fled, after his father’s 
death, to the land of Tob (r. 3), presumably 
the land of his maternal ancestors (ep. ix. 
1) and an Aramean settlement (2 Sam. x. 6, 
8; 1 Macc. v. 13). It is difficult to con- 
ceive that Jephthah was literally the son of 
Gilead, if Gilead was the son of Machir, 
the son of Manasseh. Possibly Gilead 
here denotes the heir of Gilead, the head 
of the family, whose individual name has 


not been preserved, nor the time when he 
ived. 

3. the land of Tob} To the north of Gilead, 
toward Damascus. The readiness with 
which Jephthah took to the freebooter's 


life gives us a lively picture of the unsettled 


times in which he lived. 

_ %. This gives a wider signification to vv. 
2, 3, and shows that Jephthah’s brethren 
include his fellow tribesmen. 

9. Jephthah made his own aggrandisement 
the condition of his delivering his country. 
The circumstances of his birth and long 
residence in a heathen land were little 
favourable to the formation of the highest 
type of character. Yet he has his record 
among the faithful (Heb. xi. 32). 

Ll. Jephthah uttered all his words before 
the LorD in Mizpek} This phrase designates 
the presence of the Tabernacle, or the Ark. 
or of the High Priest with Urim an 
Thummim (xx. 26, xxi. 2; Josh. xviii. 8; 
1 Sam. xxi. 7). The High Priest waited 
upon Jephthah with the Ephod, and pos- 
sibly the Ark, at his own house (see xx. 18 
note). A trace of Jephthah’s claim to unite 
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JUDGES. XL 


Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the children of 
Ammon, saying, What hast thou to do with me, that thou art 
13 come against me to fight in my land’ And the king of the 
children of Ammon answered unto the messengers of Jephthah, 


? Num. 21, tBecause Israel took away my land, when they came up out of 
ee a Egypt, from Arnon even unto ™Jabbok, and unto Jordan: now 
2», "14 therefore restore those lands again peaceably. And Jephthah 
ide sent messengers again unto the king of the shildvon of Ammon: 
oNum.14, 19 and said unto him, Thus saith Jephthah, * Israel took not away 
25, 16 the land of Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon: but 
yea when Israel came up from Egypt, and °walked through the 
»Num. 13. 17 wilderness unto the Red sea, and "camo to Kadesh; then 
eee aIsracl sent messengers unto the king of Edom, saying, Let 
¢ Num, 20, me, I pray thee, pass through thy land: "but the king of Edom 

. would not hearken thereto. And in like manner they sent unto 
alt as the king of Moab: but he would not consent: and Israel ‘abode 


» 2), 
* Num. 20, 1. 
¢Num. 21, 4. 
Deut. 2.1—8, 
“ Num, 21, 


20 land into my place. 


23. 

Deut. 2. 

Num, 21, 

25, 25. 

¢ Deut. 2. 36, 
23 unto 

& Num, 21. 

29, 

1 Kin, 11. 7, 

Jer, 43. 7. 


18 in Kadesh. Then they went along through the wilderness, and 
‘compassed the land of Edom, and the land of Moab, and “came 
by the east side of the land of Moab, 7and pitched on the other 
side of Arnon, but came not within the border of Moab: for 

19 Arnon was the border of Moab. 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and 
Israel said unto him, *J.ct us pass, we pray thee, through thy 

@But Sihon trusted not Israel to 
through his coast: but Sihon gathered all his people together, 

21 and pitched in Jahaz, and fought against Isracl. 
Lorp God of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the 
hand of Israel, and they 

22 the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. And 
they possessed ‘all the coasts of the Amorites, from Arnon eyen 

abbok, and from the wilderness even unto Jordan. 
now the Lorp God of Isracl hath dispossessed the Amorites 
from before his people Isracl, and shouldest thou possess it? 

24 Wilt not thou possess that which “Chemosh thy god giveth thee 


And *Israel sent inessengers 


ass 
And the 


+smote them: so Israel possessed all 


So 


Reis 8 to possess? So whomsocver ‘the Lorn our God shall drive out 
Josh. 3.10, 25 from before us, them will wo possess. And now art thou any 
Pollo naag thing better than /Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? 
20. did he ever strive against Isracl, or did he ever fight against 


all Israel under his dominion is found in 
xii. 2, and breathes through his whole mes- 
sage to the king of the Ammonites. See 
vv. 12, 15, 23, 27. 

18. from Arnon even unto Jabhok, &c.] The 
land bounded by the Arnon on the south, 
by the Jabbok on the north, by the Jordan 
on the west, and by the wilderness on the 
east was, of old, the kingdom of Sihon, but 
then the territory of Reuben and Gad. 

16-28. Consult the marg. reff. If the 
Ark with the copy of the Law (Dent. xxxi. 
26) was at Mizpeh, it would account for 
Jephthah’s accurate knowledge of it; and 
this exact agreement of his message with 
Numbers and Deuteronomy, would give 
additional force to the expression, he uttered 
all hia words before the Lorp (7. 11). 

17, No mention is made of this embassy 
to Moab in the Pentateuch. 

19. into my place] This expression implies 


that the trans-Jordanic possessions of Israel 
were not included in the land of Canaan 
properly speaking. 

21, The title God of Israel has a peculiar 
emphasis here, and in v. 23, in a narrative 
of transactions relating to the heathen and 
their goils, 

24, Chemosh was the national god of the 
Moahites (see marg. reff.) ; and as the terri- 
tory in question was Moahitish territory 
before the Amorites took it from ‘‘the 
people of Chemosh,” this may account for 
the mention of Chemosh here rather than 
of Moloch, or Milcom, the god of the Am- 
monites. Possibly the king of the children 
of Ammon at this time may have been a 
Moabite. 

25, 26. Jephthah advances another his- 
torical argument. Balak, the king of Moah, 
never disputed the possession of Sihon’s 
kingdom with Israel. 


JUDGES. XI. 


26 them, while Israel dwelt in 7Heshbon and her towns, and in 
*Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that be along by the 
coasts of Arnon, three hundred years? why therefore did ye 

27 not recover them within that time’ Whereforo I have not 
sinned against thee, but thou doest me wrong to war against 
me: the Lorp ‘the Judge *be judge this day between the chil- 

28 dren of Israel and the children of Ammon. Howbeit the king 
ot the children of Ammon hearkened not unto the words of 

29 Jephthah which he sent hin. {Then ‘the Spirit of the Lorp 
came upon 'Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and Manassch, 
and passed over Mizpch of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead 

30 he passed over uwntv the children of Ammon. And Jephthah 
“vowed a vow unto the Lorn, and said, If thou shalt without 


fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, then it ” 


31 shall be, that *whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my 
house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children of 
Ammon, "shall surely be the Lorn’s, ?¢and I will offer it up 


33 them into his hands. 
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g Num. 21, 
ae 


ave 
* Deut. 2, 36. 


‘ Gen, 18. 25. 
* Gen. 16. 5. 
& 31. 53. 

1 Sam, 24. 


12, 15. 
t ch. 3. 10. 


™ Gen, 28, 
21). 


1 Sam. 1. 11. 


" See Lev. 
32 for a burnt offering. So Jephthah passed over unto the chil- 7%371>,*°; 
dren of Ammon to fight aguinst them; and the Loup delivered 28. & 2. 18.’ 
And he smote them from Arocr, eyen till ° Ps: 6. 13. 


thou come to PMinnith, even twenty cities, and unto ‘the plain 
of the vineyards, with a very greut slaughter. Thus the chil- 
dren of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel. 
34 Y And Jephthah camo to ?Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, 
this daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with 
dances: and she wus his only child; **beside her he had neither 


} Jephthah seems to havo 
beenJudgeonly of North 
east Israel, 

2 Heb. that which cometh 


Sorth, which shall come 
forth. 


3 Or, or I will offer it, Sc. 


+ Or, Abel. 
5 Or, he had not of his own 


either von or daughter. 
6 Heb. of himeetf. 


P Ezek, 27, 
17, 


@ ch. 10. 17. 
ver, ll. 
r Ex, 15, 20, 


29. Then the Spirit of the Lorn, &c.] This 
was the sanctification of Jephthah for his 
office of Judge and saviour of God’s people 
Israel. Cp. vi. 34, xiii. 25. ‘The declara- 
tion is one of the distinctive marks which 
stamp this history as a divine aregg & 

The geography is rather obscure, but the 
sense seems to be that Jephthah first raised 
all the inhabitants of Mount Gilead ; then 
he crossed the Jabbok into Manasseh, and 
raised them; then he returned at the head 
of his new forces to his own camp at Mizpeh 
to join the troops he had left there; and 
thence at the head of the whole army 
marched against the Ammonites, who occu- 
pied the southern parts of Gilead. 

31. The words of this verse prove con- 
clusively that Jephthah intended his vow 
to apply to human beings, not animals; for 
only one of his household could be expected 
to come forth from the door of his house to 
meet him. They also preclude any other 
meaning than that Jephthah contemplated 
a human sacrifice. This need not, however, 
surprise us, when we recollect his Syrian 
birth and long residence in a Syrian city, 
where such fierce rites were probably com- 
mon, The Syrians and Pheenicians were 
conspicuous among the ancient heathen na- 
tions for huinan sacrifices, and the transfer, 


under such circumstances, to Jehovah of the 
rites with which the false gods were honoured, 
is just what one might expect. The cir- 
cumstance of the Spirit of the Lord coming 
on Jephthah (7. 29) is no difficulty ; as it by 
no means follows that because the Spirit of 
God endued him with supernatural valour 
and energy for vanquishing the Ammonites 
He therefore also endued him with spiritual 
knowledge and wisdom. The Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Gideon, but that did not 
prevent his erring in the matter of the 
ephod (viii. 27). Cp. 1 Cor. xii, 4-11; 
Gal. ii. 11-14, 

$8. As in the conflicts with the Moabites, 
Canaanites, and Midianites (iii., iv., vii.), 
the battle was on Israelite territory, in self- 
defence, not in aggressive warfare. 

the plain of the erneuariel Rather, Abel- 
Ceramim (cp. Abel-Meholah), identified 
with an Abel situated amongst vineyards, 
7 miles from Rabbah. AMinazith is Maanith, 
; oe from Heshbon, on the road to Rab- 


84. his daughter came out to meet him) 
The precise phrase of his vow (7, 31). She 
was his only child, aterm of especial endear- 
ment (see Jer. vi. 26; Zech. xii. 10). ‘The 
same word is used of Isaac (Gen. xxii. 2, 
12, 16). 
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XI. XII. 


35 son nor daughter. And it came to pass, when he saw her, that 


* Gen. 37. 
29, 34. 


¢ Eccles, 5. 
2—5, 


« Num, 30. 2. 
Ta, 15, 4. 

* Num. 30. 2. 
y 2 8am. 18, 
19, 31. 


which hat. 
37 the children of Ammon. 


he ‘rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast 
brought me very low, and thou art one of thein that trouble 
me: for I ‘have opened my mouth unto the Lorn, and *I can- 
36 not go back. And she said unto him, My father, 7/ thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the Lorp, “do to me according to that 
proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as *the 
Lorp hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of 


And she said unto her father, Let this 


thing be done for me: let me alone two months, that I may 'go 
up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I 


38 and my fellows. 


And he said, Go. And he sent her away for 


two months: and she went with her companions, and bewailed 
39 her virginity upon the mountains. And it came to pass at the 


# ver. 31. 
3 Sam. 1. 22, 


24. 
& 2. 18. 


end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who “did 
with her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she 
40 knew no man. (And it was a *custom in Israel, that the daugh- 


ters of Israel went *yearly ‘to lament the daughter of Jephthah 
the Gileadite four days in a year. 


; 8ee ch. 8. 


Czar. 12, AND “the men of Ephraim ‘gathered themselves to- 
gether, and went northward, and said unto Jephthah, Wherefore 


passedst thou over to fight against the children of Ammon, and 
didst not call us to go with thee ? we will burn thine house upon 
2 thee with fire. And Jephthah said unto them, I and my people 


were at great strife wit: 


the children of Ammon; and when I 


3 called you, ye delivered me not. out of their hands. And when I 


6 Job 18. 14. 
T’s, 119. 109, 


saw that ye delivered me not, I*put my life in my hands, and 
passed over against the children of Ammon, and the Lorp 


delivered them into my hand: wherefore then are ye come up 


1 Heh. go and go down, 
2 Or, ordinance, 


85. Jephthah was right in not being de- 
terred from keeping his vow by the loss 
and sorrow to himself (cp. marg. reff.), just 
as Abraham was right in not Withholding 
his son, his only son, fromm God, when com- 
manded to offer him up as a burnt-offering. 
But Jephthah was wholly wrong in that 
conception of the character of God which 
led to his making the rash vow. And he 
would have done right not to slay his child, 
though the guilt of making and of breaking 
such @ vow would have remained. Josephus 
well characterises the sacrifice as ‘‘ neither 
sanctioned by the Mosaic law, nor accept- 
able to God.” 

86. The touching submission of Jeph- 
thah’s daughter to an inevitable fate shows 
how deeply-rooted at that time was the 
heathen notion of the propriety of human 
sacrifice. 

87. bewail my virginity] To become a 
wife and a mother was the end of existence 
to an Israelitish maiden. ‘The premature 
death of Jephthah’s daughter was about to 
frustrate this end. 

40. There 1s no allusion extant elsewhere 
to this annual lamentation of the untimely 
fate of Jephthah’s daughter. But the 


3 Heb. from year to year. 
* Or, fo talk with, ch. 5. 11. 


5 Heb. were called. 


poetical turn of the narrative suggests that 
it may be taken from some ancient song 
(cy. the marginal note 4). 

II. 1. Cp. the similar complaint of the 
Ephraimites to Gideon (viii. 1), when acivil 
war was only avoided by Gideon’s wise and 
patriotic moderation. The overbearing 
pride of Ephraim comes out in both occur. 
rences (see also Josh. xvii. 14-18). 

we will burn thine house upon thee with 
Sire] Cp. the fierce threat of the Philistines 

Samson’s wife (xiv. 15), and the yet 
fiercer execution (xv. 6). Burning appears 
as a mode of capital punishment (Gen. 
xxxviii. 24; Josh. vii, 25), and as a mode of 
desperate warfare (i. 8, xx. 48; Josh. viii. 
8, 19, &c.). 

2. when I called you, &e.] This circum- 
stance is not related in the main narrative. 
It is likely to have eccurred when Jephthah 
was first chosen Jeader by the Gileadites, 
and when Ephraim would probably ignore 
his pretensions. 

3. I put my life in my hands] Cp. 1Sam. 
xix. 5; xxviii. 21. The phrase expresses 
the nemose possible risk, knowingly in- 
curred. 


JUDGES. XII. XIII. 


4 unto me this day, to fight against me? Then Jephthah 
gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with 
Jéphraim : and the men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they 
said, Ye Gileadites ‘are fugitives of Ephraim among the Eph- 

§ raimites, and among the Manassites. And the Gileadites took 
the ¢passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: and it was 0, 
that when those Ephraimites which were escaped said, Let me 

over; that the men of Gilead said unto him, Art thou an 

6 lsphraimite? If he said, Nay; then said they unto him, Say 
now 'Shibboleth : and he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame 
to pronounce tt right. Then they took him, and slew him at the 

assages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of the Ephraim- 

7 ites forty and two thousand. {And Jephthah judged Israel six 
years. Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in 

8 one of the cities of Gilead. (And after him *Ibzan of Beth- 

9lehem judged Israel. And he had thirty sons, and thirty 
daughters, whom he sent abroad, and took in thirty daughters 
from abroad for his sons. And he judged Isracl seven years, 

10, 11 Then died Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-lehem. qAnd after 
him *Elon, a Zebulonite, judged Israel; and he judged Israel 

12 ten years. And Elon the Zebulonite died, and was buried in 

13 Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. YAnd after him ‘Abdon 

14 the son of Hillel, a Pirathonite, judged Israel. And he had 
forty sons and thirty *nephews, that ‘rode on threescore and ten 

15 ass colts: and he judged Israel eight years. And Abdon the son * 
of Hillel the Pirathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon in the 
land of yea fin the mount of the Amalekites. 

Cxap. 13. D the children of Israel ®*did evil again in the sight 
of the Lorp ; 7and the LorpD delivered them “into tho hand of 


iWhich signifieth a %3,4AcivilJudgenlsoin * Heb. added tocommit, ge. 
stream, or, flood, Ps, 69, North east Jerael, 7 This sacems a partial 
2,16. Isai. 27, 12. 5 Heb. sous’ rons. captivity. 


4, because they said, &c.] This Pasoge is 
extremely obscure. nder :—‘* pita k 
Gilead smote Ephraim, for they (the Gilead- 
ites) said, Ye are the fugitives of Ephraim. 
(Gilead lies ‘between Ephraim and 


of pronunciation between the Tast and 
West Jordanic tribes. 1t is an evidence of 
the sound sh having passed into the Hebrew 
from the East of Jordan, possibly from the 
Arabians, with whom the sound is common. . 


Manasseh; and Gilead took the fords 
of Jordan before Ephraim, and it came 
to pass, when the fugitives of Ephraim 
said Let me pass over, and the Gileadites 
asked him, art thou an Ephraimite, and 
he answered No, Then (the Gilcadites) said 
to him say Shibboleth, &c. 8So they (the 
Gileadites) slew them at the fords of Jor- 
dan"), All that is included in the paren- 
thesis is explanatory of the brief statement 
“‘They smote them, for they said, Ye are 
the fugitives of Ephraim ;” ¢.e. in spite of 
denial they ascertained that they were the 
fugitives of Ephraim, and so pitilessly 
slaughtered them when they endeavoured to 
return to their own country through Gilead. 
This part of Gilead, where the fords were, 
wasclearly notin Manasseh, but in Gad. Slew 
(v. 6) implies slaughtering in cold blood, not 
killing in battle (see Jer. xxxix. 6): The 
word in the original text is the proper word 
for slaying animals for sacrifice. 

6. Shibboleth ; and he said Sibboleth] This 
is a curious instance of dialectic difference 


forty-two thousand] ‘The number includes 
theslain in battle and those killed at the fords. 

8. Ibzan of Bethlehem] Some have fancied 
him the same as Boaz (Ruth ii. 1) of Beth- 
lehem-Judah. Others, from the juxta- 
position of Elon the Zebulonite (v. 11), under- 
stand Bethlehem in the tribe of Zebulon 
(Josh. xix. 15). 

11. @ Zebulonite] The tribe of Zebulon 
had shown its peaverys Pe rbeaeAw and 
prowess in the time of Barak (iv. 10, v. 18). 

13. a Pirathonite] He was, therefore, an 
Ephraimite (1 Chr. xxvii. 14). Its name 
still lingers in Feratah, 6 miles west of 
Shechem. The twenty-five yen, appa- 
rently consecutive, occupied by the judge- 
ship of Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon, seem to 
have been very uneventful and prosperous, 
since the only record of them, preserved in 
the annals of their country, relates to the 
flourishing families and peaceful magnifi- 
cence of two of the number. 

XIII. 1. The Philistines have been men- 
tioned as oppressors of Israel in iii, 31, and 
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2 the Philistines al 
© Josh, 15. 


33. 

4d ch. 2. 1, 
Luke 1. 1), 
13, 23, 31. 


e vor. 14. 
Num. 6. 2,3. 
Luke 1, 18. 
“Num. 6, 5. 
1 Sam, 1. 11. 
2 Num. 6. 2. 
4 Sce } Sam. 
7. 

2 Sam. 8.1. 
1 Chr. 18. 1, 
t Deut. 33. 1, 
1 Sam. 2, 27. 
&9. 6. 

1 Kin, 17, 24. 
EMatt. 29. 3. 
Take 9, 29. 
Acts 6, 15. 
‘ver. 17, 18. 


+ bear a son. 


thou shalt conceive, and 


6 of the Philistines. 


rears, 
¢Zorah, of the fami «of the Danites, whose name was Manoah ; 
3 and his wife eas barren, and bare not. 
Lorp appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, 
thou ert barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and 
Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and ¢drink not 
5 wine nor strong drink, and cat not any unclean thing: for, lo, 
i bear a son; and no/razor shall come 
on his head: for the child shall be 9a Nazarite unto God from 
the womb: and he shall “begin to deliver Israel out of the hand 
q ‘Then the woman caine and told her hus- 
band, saying, ‘A man of God came unto me, and his *éounte- 
nance zwes like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible : 
but [tasked him not whence he was, neither told he me his 
7 naine: but he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and 
bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink, neither cat 
any unclean thing: for the child shall be a Nuzarite to God from 
8 the womb to the day of his death. (Then Manouh intreated the 
Lorp, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God which thou 


JUDGES. XIII. 


gq And there was a certain man of 


And the 4angel of the 


didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do 
9 unto the child that shall be born. And God hearkened to the 


voice of Manouh; and the angel of God came 


again unto the 


woman as she sat in the field : but Manoah her husband zs not 
10 with her. And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her 
husband, and said unto hin, Behold, the man hath appeared 
11 unto me, that came unto ine the other day. And Manoah arose, 
and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said unto 
12 him, Aré¢ thou the inan that spakest unto the woman? And he 
said, Iam. And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass. 
1 Tow shall we order the child, and **Aow shall we do unto hin ? 
13 And the angel of the Lorp said unto Manouh, Of all that I said 


14 unto the woman let her beware. 
that cometh of the vine, “neither let her drink wine or strong 


™ ver, 4. 


1 Heb. What rhall be the 
manner of the, f-c. 


x. 7, 11; and the Israelite worship of the 
sods of the Philistines is spoken of in x. 6. 

ut this is the first time that we have any 
detailed history in connection with the 
Philistines. They continued to be the pro- 
minent enemies of Israel till the time of 
David, 

Jorty uears} The Philistine dominion began 
before the birth of Samson (x. 5), and was 
in force during Samson’s twenty years’ 
judgeship (xiv. 4; xv. 20). The forty years 
are, therefore, about coincident with Saimn- 
son's life. 

2. Zorah)] See mary. ref. 

his wife was penis | To mark more dis- 
tinctly the high providential destiny of the 
child that was eventually born. Compare 
the similar circumstances of the birt 
Isaac, Jacob, Samuel, and John the Baptist. 

5. a Nazarite] See marg. ref. and note. 
The common Nazarite vow was for a limited 
time, like St. Paul’s (Acts xviii. 18, xxi. 
23-26). Others, like Samuel (1 Sam. i. 11), 
were Nazarites for life. 


2 Or, what shall he do? 


of 37 


She may not eat of any thing 


3 Heb. what shall be dis 


work? 


6. @ man of God] The designation of a 
Prophet, of frequent use in the Books of 
Samuel and Kings (1 Sam. ii. 27, ix. 6, 7 
8, 10; 1 K. xii, 22, xiii. 1, 5, 6, 11), an 
applied to Timothy by St. Paul in the New 
Test. (1 ‘Tim. vi. 11; 2 Tim. iii. 17). 

his ee Rather, ‘his appear- 
ance," as the word is rendered in Dan. x. 18. 

12. ‘Translate, ‘What shall be the 
manner (or orlering) of the child, and what 
shall be his work (orexploits).” The original 
messayze of the Angel had given information 
on these two points : (1.) how the child was 
to he brought up, viz. as a Nazarite; (2.) 
what he should do, viz. begin to deliver 
Israel. Manoah desires to have the in- 
formation repeated (cp. 1 Sam. xvii. 26, 
27, 30). Accordingly, in rv. 13 the Angel 
refers to, and enlarges upon, his former in- 
junctions. 

14. Cp. Num. vi. 4. In both passages 
the vine is described by the somewhat un- 
usnal though more accurate term, vine of 
the wine—the grape-bearing vine—to dis- 
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drink, nor eat any unclean thing: all that I commanded her let 
15 her observe. (And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lorn, I 


pray thee, “let us detain thee, until we shall have made ready a 


" Gen, 18. 5 


16 kid for thee. And the angel of the Lorp said unto Manoah, 
Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and if thou 
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the Lorp. 

i7 For Manoah knew not that he was an angel of the Lorp. And 
Manoah snid unto the angel of the Lorp, What 7s thy name, 
that when thy sayings come to pass we may do thee honour ? 


18 And the angel of the Lorn said unto him, °Why askest thou 
19 thus after my name, seeing it is *secret ? So Munoah took a kid 
with a meat offering, ”and offered it upon a rock unto the Lor: 
and the «ngel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked 


© Gen. 32. 
29, 


» ch. 6. 19, 
20, 


20 on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven 
from off the altar, that the angel of the Lor» ascended in tho 


flame of the altar. And Mano 


and his wife looked on it, and 
21 “fell on their faces to the ground. But the angel of the Lorp 
did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife. 
22 knew that he was an angel of the Lorn. 
unto his wife, *We shall surely dic, becauso wo have seen God. 
23 But his wife said unto him, If the Lorp were pleased to kill us, 


@ Lev. 9. 24. 


tThen Muanouh Ezek. 1, 28. 


qj] And Manoah suid 


he would not have received a burnt offering und a meat offering 
at our hands, neither would he have shewed us all theso things, 


nor would as at this time haye told us such things as these. 
24 §And the woman baro a son, and called his name ‘Samson: 
25 and “the child grew, and the LorD blessed him. 
Spirit of the Lorp began to movo him at times in?the camp of 


Dan “between Zoruh and Esthaol. 


Cuap. 14, AND Samson went down *to Timnath, and "saw a woman 
2in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines. And he came 
up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a 
woman in Timnath of tho daughters of the Philistines: now 


' Heb. before thee. 


3 Or, wonderful, Isa. 0, 6. 


*) Sam. 3. 


=And the 


¥ Josh. 15.33. 
eb. 18. 11, 

@ Gen.39.13, 
& Gen. 34, 2. 


3 Heb. BMahaneh-dun, 28 
ch. 18. 12. 


tinguish it from the wild cucumber vine 
(2 K. iv. 39), or other plants to which the 
name vine was applied. 

16. The language of Manoah, like that 
of Gideon (vi. 18), seems eto indicate some 
suspicion that his visitor was more than 
human. The word rendered made ready, is 
also the proper word for offering a sacrifice, 
and is so used by the Angel in the next 
verse, By which it appears that the Angel 
understood Manoah to speak of offering a 
kid as a burnt-offering. Hence his cau- 
tion, ‘thou must offer it unto the Lord.” 
(Ce Rev. xix. 10, xxii. 8; Acts x. 25, 


17. do thee honour] If applied toa man, it 
would he by gifts, such for instance as Balak 
promised to the prophet Balaam (Num. 
xxii. 17), and such as were usually given 
to seers (1 Sam. ix. 7, 8; 2K. v. 5, 15): if 
a ‘tas it would be by sacrifices (Isai. xliii. 
18. secret] Rather, ‘‘ wonderful,” as in 
margin. In +. 19 the Angel ‘did won- 
drously,” probably as the Angel that ap- 


pees to Gideon had done, bringing fire 
rom the ock, See marg. reff. and notes. 

24. Samson] The etymology is doubtful. 
Perhaps it comes from a word signifying to 
minister, in allusion to his Nazaritic conse- 
cration to the service of God. 

25, in the camp of Dan] Rather “ Ma- 
haneh-Dan” (see marg.). ‘The impulses 
of the Spirit of the Lord perhaps took the 
shape of burning indignation at the subjec- 
tion of his brethren, and thoughts and plans 
for their deliverance, but especially showed 
themselves in feats of strength (xiv. 6, xv. 
14, xvi. 30. Cp. Acts vii. 23-25). 

XIV. 1. Timnath] See Josh. xv. 10 and 
note. It was below Zorah (xiii. 2), about 
three miles S. W. of it. 

2. yet her for me] viz. hy paying the re- 
quisite dowry (see marg. reff.) and gifts to 
relations, Hence the frequent mention_of 
parents taking wives for their sons (Ex. 
xxxiv. 16; Neh. x. 30), because the parents of 
the bridegroom conducted the negotiation, 
na paid the dower to the parents of the 

ride. 
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¢Gen.21.21, 3 therefore ¢get her for me to wife. Then his father and his mother 
& 3. 4. said unto him, Js there never a woman among the daughters of 
ogee zi 5+ dthy brethren, or among all my pone that thou goest to take 
Ex, 34. 16. a wife of the ‘uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said 
pee ee 4 unto his father, Get her for me; for 'she pleaseth me well. But 
1 Kin. 12. 15, his father and his mother knew not that it was/of the Lorn, 
2 Kin. 6. 53 that he sought an occasion against the Philistines: for at that 
2 Chr-10.15. 5 time %the Philistines had dominion over Israel. Then went 
Deut. 28, 48. Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and 
came to the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion 
heh.3.10. 6 roared *against him. And "the Spirit of the Lorp came mightily 
Sait upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he 


had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother 

7 what he had done. And he went down, and talked with the 
8 woman; and she pleased Samson well. And after a time he 
returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of 
the lion: and, behold, there vas a swarm of bees and honey in 

9 the carcase of the lion. And he took thereof in his hands, and 
went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave 
them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken 

10 the honey out of the carcase of the lion. (So his father went 
down unto the woman: and Samson made there a feast; for so 
11 used the young men to do. And it camo to pass, when they 
saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him. 
¢1Kin.10.1. 12 And Samson said unto them, I will now ‘put forth a riddle unto 


relied you: if ye can certainly declare it mo “within the seven days of 
«Gen. 29.27, the feast, and find 7é out, then I will give you thirty *sheets and 
‘Gen. 45.22. 13 thirty ‘change of garments: but if ye cannot declare 7¢ me, then 
2 Kin, 5. 22 5 8 g y 


shall ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. 
And they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear 
14 it. And he said unto them, 
Out of the eater came forth meat, 
And out of the strong came forth sweetness. 


1 Tleb, she is right in mine eyes. 2 Heb. in meeting him. 3 Or, shirts. 


8. the uncircumcised Philistines] Cp. 1 


. the carcase of the lion] The lion, slain by 
Sam. xiv. 6, xvii. 26, xxxi. 4, for a similar 


him a year or some months before, had now 


use of the term as one of reproach. Also 
Acts xi. 3. 

4. His father and mother very properly 
opposed Samson’s marriage with a heathen 
woman, the daughter of the oppressors of 
his race. But they could not prevail, be- 
cause it was the secret purpose of God by 
these means to ‘‘seek occasion” against the 
Philistines ; i.c. to make the misconduct of 
the father of Samson’s wife, which He fore- 


saw, the occasion of destruction to the 
Philistines. Cp. marg. reff. for similar 
statements. 


8. The formal dowry and gifts Eee 
been given by Samson’s father, an interval, 
varying according to the Oriental custom, 
from a few days to a full year, elapsed _be- 
tween the betrothal and the wedding, 
during which the bride lived with her 
friends. Then came the essential part of 
the marriage ceremony, viz. the removal 
of the bride from her father’s heuse to that 
of the bridegroom or his father. 


become a mere skeleton, fit for bees to 
swarm into. It was a universal notion 
among the ancients that bees were generated 
from the carcase of an ox. 

10. made a feast, &c.] This was the wed. 
ding-feast, protracted in this instance seven 
days, in that of Tobias (Tob. viii. 19) four- 
teen days. It was an essential part of the 
marriage ceremony (Gen. xxix. 22; Esth. 
ii. 18; Matt. xxii. 2-4; Rev. xix. 7, 9). 

11. thirty companions] These were ‘the 
children of the bride-chamber” (Matt. ix. 
15; see 7. 20). From the number of them 
it may be inferred that Samson’s family was 
of some wealth and importance. 

12. See marg. reff. Riddles formed one 
of the amusements of these protracted 
feasts. 

sheets] Rather linen shirts ; the garments 
which follow are the outward garments 
worn by the Orientals. 

14, 15. three days...on the seventh day] 
Proposed alterations, such as siz days...on 
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15 And they could not in three days expound the riddle. And it 
came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's 


wife, ™Intice thy husband, that he may declare unto us the 
riddle, "lest we burn thee and thy father’s house with fire : have 


16 ye called us to take that we have © 7s #t not so? And Samson’s 


wife wept before him, and said, *Thou dost but hate me, and 


lovest me not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of 


my people, and hast not told 7¢ me. 


hold, I have not told t¢ my father nor my mother, and shall I 
17 tell i thee? And she wept before him *the seven days, while 
their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day, that 
he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the 
18 riddle to the children of her people. And the men of the city 
said unto him on the seventh day before the sun went down, 
‘What is sweeter than honey ? 
And what 7s stronger than a lion ? 
And he said unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, 


19 ye had not found out my riddle. 


came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty 


men of them, and took their *spoil, and gave change of gar- 


ments unto them which expounded the riddle. 


20 was kindled, and he went up to his father’s house. But Samson’s 


wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as “his 


friend. 


Cuap. 15, BUT it came to pass within a while after, in the time of 
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid; and he 


said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber. 


2 would not suffer him to go in. And her father said, I verily 


thought that thou hadst utterly “hated her; therefore I gave 
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™ ch, 18. 5. 
"ch, 15. 6, 
¢ ch, 16, 15. 
And he said unto her, Be- 
qAnd *the Spirit of the Lorp A ch. 8. 10. 
And his anger 
ach. 15. 2. 
r John 3. 20. 
But her father 
@ ch. 14. 20, 


her to thy companion: 7s not her younger sister fairer than she ? 


3 ‘take her, I pray thee, instead of her. 


4] And Samson said con- 


cerning them, *Now shall I be more blameless than the Philis- 


! Heb. fo possess us, or, fo 
impoverish ns? 
3 Or, the rest of the seven 


3 Or, apparel 


the fourth day, are unnecessary if it be 
remembered that the narrator passes on 
first tu the seventh day (at v. 15), and then 
goes back at v. 16 and beginning of v. 17 
n what happened on the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
days. 

to take that we have] See marg. They 
affirm, that they were only invited to the 
wedding for the sake of plundering them by 
means of this riddle, and if Samson's wife 
was & part to Plandaring her own country- 
men, she should suffer for it. 

18. They try to give the answer in a way 
to make it appear that they had guessed it. 
Samson saw at once that she had betrayed 
him. He lets them know in a speech, 
which was of the nature of a riddle, that 
he had discovered the treachery. 

20. Ais companion] Perhaps one of those 
mentioned in r. 11. The transaction de- 
notes loose notions of the sanctity of mar- 
riage among the Philistines. It should be 
noted carefully that the practical lesson 
against ungod Iv marriages comes out most 
strongly in this case and that the provi- 


* Heb. let her be thine. 


5 Or, Now shall I be blame- 
lees from the Philistines, 
though, fe. 


dential purpose which out of this evit 
brought discomfiture to the Philistines, has 
nothing to do with the right or wrong of 
Samson's conduct. : 

XV. 1. visited his =“ with a kid] A 
common present (see Gen. xxxviii. 17; 
Luke xv. 29). From Samson’s wife being 
still in her father’s house, it would seem. 
that she was only betrothed, not actually 
married, to his companion. 

2. Igave her] In marriage. Samson had 
probably not heard of this before. Sam- 
son's father had paid the dowry for the 
elder sister; her father therefore offers her 
sister in her room. ‘The fear of Samson 
probably also influenced him. fs 

8. See marg. Before, when the Philis- 
tines injured him he was in covenant with 
the Timnathites through his marriage and 
by the rites of hospitality; for which reason 
he went off to Ashkelon to take his revenge 
(xiv. 19). But now the Philistines them- 
selves had broken this bond, and sa he was. 
free to take his revenge on the spot. 
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4 tines, though I do them a displeasure. 


And Samson went and 


caught three hundred foxes, und took 'firebrands, and turned 
tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails. 
5 And when he had set the brands on fire, he let then go into the 
standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, 
G6 and also the standing corn, with the vineyards and olives. Then 
the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, 
Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, because he had taken his 


his companion. 


bAnd the Philistines 


7 came up, and burnt her and her father with fire. Q And Samson 
said unto them, Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged 
§ of you, and after that I will cease. And he smote them hip and 
thigh with a great slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in 


10 pitched in Judah, and spread themselves ‘in Lehi. 


4 Then the Philistines went up, and 
And the 


men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they 
answered, To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him as he 


Then threc thousand men of Judah *went to 


the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou not 


beh, 14, 15, wife, and given her to 
9 the top of the rock Etam. 
€ ver. 19. 
11 hath done to us. 
@ch, 1h. 4. 


that the Philistines ave ¢rulers over us? what is this that thou 


hast done unto us? And he said unto them, As they did unto 
12 me, so have I done unto them. And they said unto him, We 
are come down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the 


hand of the Philistines. 


13 unto me, that ye will 


spake unto him, saying 


not fall upon me yourselves. 
. No; but we will bind thee fast, and 


And Samson said unto them, Swear 
And they 


deliver thee into their hand: but surely woe will not kill thee. 


1 Or, torches. 


2 Heb. eent down. 


4. foxes] Rather, jackals, which are still 
very common in Palestine, especially about 
Joppa and Gaza. 1 Sam. xiii. 17 and Josh. 
xv, 28, xix. 3, are indications of the abun- 
dance of foxes or jackals giving names to 
nlaces, especially in the country of the 

hilistines. It Yelones to Samson’s cha- 
racter, and agrees with the incident about 
the lion, that he should be an expert hunter. 
Ovid relates a very curious custom at Rome 
of letting loose foxes with lighted torches 
fastened to their tails in the circus at the 
Cerealia, in commemoration of the damage 
once done to the standing corn by a fox 
which a rustic had wrapped in hay and 
straw and set on fire, and which, running 
away, put the corn-fields in a blaze. This 
custom, which may have had a Pheenician 
origin, is a curious illustration of the nar- 
rative, 

6. burnt her and her father] Out of re- 
venge on Samson's nearest relations; or, 
as others think, os an act of justice in 
favour of Samson, and in hope of pacifying 
his anger. Burning was the punishment for 
adultery and kindred crimes among the 
Jews (Gen xxxviii. 24; Lev. xx. 14, xxi. 
9). Samson's wife brought upon herself the 
very punishment which she sought to escape 
by betraying her husband (xiv. 15). 

8. hip and thigh] A proverbial expression 
of doubtful origin, meaning all the great and 


mighty, all the choice pieces like the thigh 
and shoulder. 

in the top of the rock] Tather, ‘the 
cleft of the rock.” These olefts of the 
rock were the natural fortresses and hiding- 
places of the land. (Isai. ii, 21, lvii, 5. Cp. 
1 Sam, xiii. 6; 1K. xviii. 13.) 

Etam) Not the same as the place in the ter- 
ritory of Simeon (1 Chr. iv. 32), Its situation 
is uncertain, but a site near Eleutheropolis 
(Bethjibrin) is required; and there exist 
some extraordinary caverns in the soft 
limestone or chalky rock, fifteen or twenty 
feet deep, with perpendicular sides, opening 
into extensive excavations in the rock, 
about two hours from Eleutheropolis. 
[Conder conjectures it to be the same as 
Atab, a village 12 miles S.W. of Jerusalem, 
in the ’ArkGb or Ridge.] 

9. spread. themselves] An expression used 
of the Philistine mode of war (2 Sam. v. 
18, 22), alluding to the compact way in 
which they came up the wadys, and then 
dispersed. Lehi is so called by anticipation 
(see x. 17). 

11. The dispirited men of Judah were 
prepared to give up their champion, in 
order to conciliate their masters. This 
shows how hard was the task of the Judge, 
whose office it was to restore his country- 
men to freedom and independence. 
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And they bound him with two new cords, and brought him up 
14 from the reck. And when he came unto Iehi, the Philistines 


shouted against him : and ‘the Spirit of the LorpD came mightily 
upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax 


that was burnt with fire, and his 
15 hands. 


16 And Samson said, 


With the jawbone of an ass, 3heaps upon heaps, 
With the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 


ands loosed from off his 


And he found a *new jawbone of an ass, and put forth 
his hand, and took it, and /slew a thousand men therewith. 


S Lev. 20. 8. 
Josh. 23. 10, 
ch. 3. 31. 

2 Sam, 23. 
8—12, 


17 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, 
that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that 


18 place 4 Ramath-lehi. 


q And he was sore athirst, and called on 
the Lorn, and said, ?Thou hast given this great deliverance into 


9 Ps. 3. 7. 


the hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and fall 
19 into the hand of the uncircumcised 2 But God clave an hollow 
place that zas in ‘the jaw, and there came water thercout ; and 


when he had drunk, “his spirit came again, and he revived: 
wherefore he called the name thereof “En-hakkore, which 7s in 
20 Lehi unto this day. 47And he judged Israel tin the days of the 


Philistines twenty years. 
Cuar. : 
2 and went in unto her. 
Samson is come hither. 


the night, saying, 
3 him. 


h Gen, 45, 
27, 


Tani, 40, 29, 
teh. 13.1. 


16. THEN went Samson to Gaza, and saw there *an harlot, 
And it was told the Gazites, saying, 
And they “compassed Aim in, and laid 
wait for him all ae in the gate of the city, and were *quiet all 

n the morning, when it is day, we shall kill 
And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, 


21 Sam, 23, 
26 


Ps. 118, 10, 
11, 12. 
Acts 9. 24, 


and took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and 
went away with them, 'bar and all, and put them upon his 


v Heh. were melted. 

2 Heb. moist, 

3 Heb. an heap, trro heaps. 

4 That is, The lifting up of 
the jatwhone, or, casting 
away of the jawbone. 


5 Or, Lehi: 


that called, 
Ps, 34. 6. 


6 That is, The well of him 
or, cried, 


* Heseemsto have judged 
South west Israel dur- 


ing twenty years of 
their servitude of the 
Philistines. 

® Heb. a troman an harlot, 

? Heb. silent. 

? Heb. with the Lar. 


14. the cords...became as flax, &c.] i.¢. 
were as weak against his strength as half- 
burnt flax which yields to the least pres- 
sure. 

15. slew a thousand men therewith) Cp. 
marg. reff. The Philistines, seized with a 
panic at seeing Samson suddenly burst his 
cords and rush at them, offered no resist- 
ance, but fell an easy prey to the blows of 
their mighty foe. Some perhaps were 
dashed down the cliffs in their flight. 

16. There is a play upon the word, three 
times repeated, which means both ‘an 
ase” and also “a heap.” ‘The spirit of 
riddle-making (xiv. 12, 18) is apparent in 
this song of triumph (ep. v. 1; We xv. 1; 
1 Sam. xviii. 6, 7). 

17, Ramath-ichi] Either the height ov hill 
of Lehi, or, of the jaw-bone ; or, as in margin, 
the casting away of the jaw-bone, with allusion 
to Samson casting it out of his hand, when 
he had finished his war-song. 

19. an hollow place that was in the jar] 
The right translation is, ‘‘ the hollow place 
which is in Lehi.” The word translated 


“hollow place,” means a mortar (Prov. 
xxvii, 22), and is here evidently a hcllow or 
basin among the cliffs of Lehi, which, from 
its shape, was called ‘‘the mortar.” Aspring, 
on the way from Socho to Eleutheropolis, 
was commonly called Samson’s spring in the 
time of St. Jerome and writers in the 7th, 
12th, and 14th centuries. 

XVI. 1 ea) About 8 hours from 
Eleutheropolis, and one of the chief strong- 
holds of the Philistines. 

8, Instead of forcing the doors open, he 
tore the posts up, as it were, by the roots, 
with the barred doors attached to them. 
The word rendered “ went away with them,” 
means ‘to pluck up the tent-pins,” and 
hence ‘to remove.” The present town of 
Gaza (Ghuzzeh) is an open town, without 
gates or walls, but the sites of the ancient 
gates still remain visible. One of these, on 
the south-east, is shown as the gate carried 
off by Samson. 

A partially-isolated hill, about half-an- 
hour south-east of Gaza, and standing out 
from the chain that runs up to Hebron, 
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' ch. 14. 15, 


€ ch, 14, 16, 


4 Mic. 7. 5. 
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shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that 7s 

4 before Hebron. And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a 
5 woman 'in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. And 
the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, 
>Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by 
what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him 

to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven 

G hundred pieces of silver. And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, 
I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith 

7 thou mightest be bound to afflict thee. And Samson said unto 
her, If they bind me with seven ‘green withs that were never 

8 dried, then shall I be weak, and be as ‘another man. Then the 
lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs 

9 which had not been dried, and she bound him with them. Now 
there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. 
And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. 
And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow 1s broken when it 
10 *toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known. (And 
Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and 
told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest 

11 be bound. And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new 
ropes ‘that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as 

12 another man. Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him 
therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, 
Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. 
13 And he brake them from off his arms like a thread. JAnd 
Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and 
told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And 
he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my head 
14 with the web. And she fastened #¢ with the pin, and said unto 
him, The Philistines de upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out 

of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with 
15 the web. And she said unto him, ‘How canst thou say, I 
love thee, when thine heart 7s not with me? thou hast mocked 
me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great 
16 strength Heth. And it came to pass, when she pressed him 
17 daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was 
Svexed unto death; that he ¢told her all his heart, and said 

1 Or, by the brook. 


3 Or, Aumble. 
3 Or, new cords. 


* Heb. moiet. 
5 Heb. one. 
6 Heb. smelleth. 


7 Heb. wherewith work hath 
not been done. 
8 Heb. shortened. 


bears the name of ‘‘Eameon’s Mount.” But 14. and she fastened it with the pin, &c.] 


it may be doubted whether one of the hills 


overlookin 


The meaning of the verses seems to be that 


Hebron is not rather meant. the seven long plaits, in which Samson’s 


4. A village to the north of Eleuthero- 
polis, called Caphar-Sorek, was still existing 
in the time of Eusebius, near Zorah. 

5. and the lords of the Philistines] See iii. 
3 note. 

his great strength lieth] Rather, ‘‘ wherein 
his strength is great.” 

eleven hundred nieces of silcer| The great- 
ness of the bribe offered to Delilah, 5,500 
shekels of silver, nearly two talents (Ex. 
xxxviii. 24, note), shows the importance at- 
tached to Samson’s capture. 

11. occupied] The margin, ‘‘ wherewith 
work hath not been done,” is better. 


hair was arranged, were to be woven as a 
woof into the threads of a warp which stood 
poe on & loom in the chamber, which 
oom Delilah fastened down with a pin, so 
as to keep it firm and immoveable. But 
Samson, when he awoke, tore up the pin 
rom its socket, and went away with the 
loom and the pin fastened to his hair. 

the beam) Rather, the ‘‘loom,” or frame. 
The beam is the wooden revolving cylinder, 
on which the cloth is rolled as fast as it is 
woven, the Hebrew word for which (1 Sam. 
xvii. 7; 1 Chr. xi. 23, xx. 5) is quite dif- 
ferent from that here used. 
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unto her, ‘There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I 
have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb: if I be 
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* Nom. 6, 5, 
ch, 13. 5, 


shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become 


1S weak, and be like any ofher man. 


qj And when Delilah saw that 


he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of 
the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath showed 
me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up 


19 unto her, and brought money in their hand. ‘And she made 
neces; and she called for a man, and she 


him sleep upon her 


f Prov. 7. 28, 
27, 


caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she 


20 began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. 


And she 


said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out 
of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and 


shake myself. And he wist not that the LorpD ’was departed 
But the Philistines took him, and 'put out his eyes, 

and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of | 
22 brass; and he did grind in the prison house. Howbeit the hair 
23 of his head began to grow again *after he was shaven. {Then 


91 from him. 


tho lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer 
a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they 
said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand. 


94 And when the people saw him, they *praised their god: for they 


Dan. 5. 4. 


said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and the 
25 destroyer of our country, *which slew many of us. And it came 


to pass, when their hearts were ‘merry, that they said, Call for 


* ch. 9. 27, 


Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for 
Samson out of the prison house; and he made ‘them sport: and 
26 they set him between the pillars. And Samson said unto the 
lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the 
pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon 


27 them. 
' Heb. bored out. 


2 Or, ustwhen he was shaven. our slain, 


20. The possession of his extraordinary 
strength is ascribed (e.g. xiii, 23) to the Pre- 
sence of the Spirit of the Lord. Now the 
Lord, or the Spirit of the Lord, had de- 
parted from him, and so his strength had 
yone too. The practical lesson against the 
presumption of self-dependence, and the 
all-importance of a hearty dependence 
upon God’s Holy Spirit, must not be over- 
looked. 

21. put out his eyes] Thus effectually, as 
they thought, preventing any future mis- 
chief on his part, while they rolonged their 
own triumph and revenge. Cp. Num. xvi. 
14; 2 K. xxv. 7; Jer. xxxix. 7.) 

They applied to the two feet fetters of 
brass (2 Sam, iii. 34; Jer. lii. 11), and 
made him “grind”—the special task of 
slaves and captives (Ex. xi. 5; Isai. xlvii. 
2; Lam. v. 13). 

23. Dagon was the national idol of the 
Philistines (1 Chr. x. 10), so called from 
Dag, a fish. The description of Dagon, in 
his temple at Ashdod (1 Sam. v. 4), exactly 
agrees with the representations of a fish-god 
on the walls of Khorsabad, on slabs at 


3 Heb. and tho multiplied 


Now the house was full of men and women; and all the 


+ Heb. defore them. 


Kouyunjik, and on sundry antique cylin- 
ders and gems. In these the figures vary. 
Some have a human form down to the 
waist, with that of a fish below the waist ; 
others have a human head, arms, and _ legs, 
growing, as it were, out of a fish’s body, 
and so arranged that the fish’s head forms 
a kind of mitre to the man’s head, while 
the body and fins form a kind of cloak, 
hanging down behind. 

24. Our God, &c.] A portion of the Phil- 
istine triumphal song. Cp. ch. v., Ex. xv. 

25. that he may make us sport) Rather, 
“that he may play for us,” z.c. dance and 
make music. At an idolatrous feast, danc- 
ing was always accompanied with vocal and 
instrumental music. 

26. More literally, ‘‘ let me rest, and let 
me feel the pillars, that I may lean upon 
them.” He feigned weariness with his 
dancing and singing, and asked to recover 
himself by leaning against the pillars. The 
flat roof, from the top of which, as well as 
under it, spectators could see what was 
being done on the stage in front, was mainly 
supperted by two pillars. The lords and 
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* Deut. 22. 8. 
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lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the Froof 


about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson 


28 made sport. 
‘Jer. 15, 15, 


And Samson called unto the Lorpb, and said, O 
Lord Gop, treiember me, I pray thee, and strengthen ine, I 


pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged 


29 of the Vhilistines for my two cyes. 


And Sanson took hold of 


the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and !on 
which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of 


30 the other with his left. 


«And Samson said, Let ?ime die with tho 


Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might: and the 
house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were 


therein. 


So the dead which he slew at his death were more than 


31 they which he slew in his life. ‘Then his brethren and all the 
house of his father came down, and took him, and brought fim 


m ch. 13. 25. 


up, and “buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the burying 


place of Manoah his futher. And he judged Israel twenty 


years. 


Cuap. 17. AND thore was a man of mount Ephraim, whose namo 


2 was Micah. 


And he said unto his mother, The eleven hundred 


shekels of silver that were taken from thee, about which thou 
cursedst, and spakest of also in mine ears, behold, the silver is 


with me; I took it. 
3 the Lorp, my son. 


@ Gen. 14.19, 
Ruth 3. 10, 


And his mother said, “Blessed be thow of 
And when he had restored the eleven 


hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I had 
wholly dedicated tho silver unto the Lorn from my hand for my 


® Sco Exod. 
20, 4, 23, 


Lev. 19. 4. 
¢ Isui. 40. 6. 


son, to ’make a graven image and a molten image: now thore- 
+ fore I will restore it unto thee. Yet he restored the noney unto 
his mother; and his mother ‘took two hundred shekels of silver, 


and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven imago 
and a molten image: and they were in the house of Micah. 


ch. 8 27. 
# Gen. 31. 19, 
30 


Hos: 3-3. 1 Or, he leaned on them, 


* Heb. ay xoul. 


5 And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made an “ephod, 
and ¢teraphim, and ‘consecrated one of his sons, who became 


3 Heb. filled the hand, Ex, 
29.9. 1 Kin. 13, 33. 


principal persons sat under the roof, while 
the people, to the number of 3000, stood on 
the flat roof. When the pillars were re- 
moved, the weight of 3000 people brought 
the roof down with a fearful crash, and 
those above fell together with the stones 
and timbers upon those below, and a preat 
slaughter was the result, Samson himself 
perishing under the ruins. 

28. at once avenged] i.e. with one final re- 
venue. These words do not breathe the 
spirit of the Gospel, but they express a sen- 
timent, natural to the age, knowledge, and 
character of Samson. 

31. ‘All the house of his father,” in con- 
nection with ‘‘his brethren,” must mean 
the whole tribe of Dan, aiding his nearer 
relations. The Danites, taking advantage 
of the consternation of the Philistines, and 
of the death of their lords and chief men, 
went down in force to Gaza, and re- 
covered the body of their great captain 
and Judge, and buried him in his father’s 
sepulchre, 


XVII. See Introduction, p. 68. The 
only point of contact with the preceding 
history of Samson is, that we are still con- 
cerned with the tribe of Dan. See xviii. 
1, 2, note. Josephus combines in one nar- 
rative what we read here and in i. 34, and 
places it, with the story in chapters xviii. - 
xXxi., immediately after the death of Joshua, 

2. thou curscdst] or, adjuredst me by God. 
Cp. Matt. xxvi. 63; Levit. v. 1. 

8. Such a superstitious and unlawful 
mode of worshipping Jehovah is quite of a 
viece with viii. 27, xi. 31; 1K. xii. 28, &e. 
It argues but slight acquaintance with the 
Ten Commandments, which, from the igno- 
rance of reading and writing, were probably 
not familiar to the Israelites in those unset- 
tled times. The mother intimates that the 
consecration of the silver was for the benefit 
of her son and his house, not for her own 
selfish advantage: and that she adheres to 
her original design of consecrating this silver 
for her son’s benefit. 

4. See viii. 27; Gen. xxxi. 19 notes. 
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G6 his priest. /In those days there was no king in Isracl, %but 
Tevery man did that which was right in his own eyes. J And 
there was a young man out of “Beth-lehem-judah of the fumily 
8 of Judah, who wus a Levite, and he sojourned there. And the 
man departed out of the city from Beth-Ichem-judah to sojourn 
where he could find a place: and he came to mount Ephraim to 
9 the house of Micah, /as he jowrneyed. And Micah said unto 
him, Whence comest thou? And he said unto him, I an a 
Levite of Beth-lehem-judah, and I go to sojourn where I nay 

10 find @ place. And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, ‘and be 
unto me a “father and a priest, and I will give thee ten shehels of 
silver by the year, and *%a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So 

11 the Levite went in. And the Levite was content to dwell with 
the man; and the young man was unto him as one of his sons. 

12 And Micah ‘consecrated the Levite; and the young man ™be- 

13 cnmo his priest, and was in the house of Micah. Then said 
Micah, Now know I that the Lord will do mo good, seeing I 
have a Levite to my priest. 

Cuap. 18, IN “those days there was no king in Isracl: and in those 
days &tho tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to 
dwell in; for unto that day all their inheritanco had not fallen 

2 unto them among the tribes of Israel. And tho children of Dan 
sent of their family five men from their coasts, ‘men of valour, 
from ¢Zorah, and from Eshtaol, ¢to spy out the land, and to 
search it; and they said unto them, Go, search the land: who 
when they came to mount Ephraim, to the ‘house of Micah, 

3 they lodged there. When they were by the house of Micah, they 
knew the voico of the young man the Levite: and they turned 
in thither, and said unto him, Who brought theo hither? and 

4 what makest thou in this place? and what hast thou here? And 
he said unto them, Thus and thus dealeth Micah with me, and 

d hath /hired me, and I am his priest. And they said unto 
hin, 7Ask counsel, we pray thee, “of God, that we may know 

6 whether our way which we go shall be prosperous. And the 
priest said unto them, ‘Go in peace: before the LorpD is your 


' Heb. in making his way, $ Heb. eons. 


S Heb. an order of gur- 
3 Or, a double anit, Fe. 


ments, 
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‘ch, 18. 1. 
& 10.1. 


Deut. ga. 5. 
¥ Deut. 12. 8, 
k See Josh. 
19. 15. 

Ruth 1.1, 
Mic. 5.'2. 
Matt. 2. 1. 


ich, 18. 19. 


Gen. 15. 5. 
Job 29, 16. 


Pyor, 5. 
* ch, 18, 30. 


@ ch. 17, 6. 


Sch. 17. 10, 
¥1Kin, 22. 5. 
Tsai. 30. 1. 
Hos. 4. 12. 

* Seech.17.5. 
& ver, 14. 

11) Kin. 22.6. 


6. In those daus, &c.] This phrase, indi- 
cating distinctly that the writer lived after 
the establishment of the kingly yovermment 
in Israel, is peculiar to the author of these 
last five chapters. 

7. The Hebrew words for “ he sojourned 
there” are, GER-SHOM, Which words are used 
(xviii. 30) in the genealogy of this young 
LLevite, whose name was ‘“ Jonathan, the 
son of Gershom.” Hence some read here, 
‘the son of Gershom.” 

8. Jonathan’s state without a home gives 
us a vivid picture of what must have been 
the condition of many Levites. 

10. ten shckzis] About 25s. to 26s. (see Ex. 
XxXxviii, 24), 

13. This shows the ignorance as well as 
the superstition of the age (cp. 2 K. xviii. 
22), and gives a picture of the lawlessness of 
the times. The incidental testimony to the 
Levitical priesthood is to be noted ; but the 
idolatrous worship in the immediate neigh- 
bourheod of Shiloh is passing strange. 


XVIII. 2. This identity of locality with 
the scene of Samson's birth and death indi- 
cates that both narratives are drawn from 
the same source, probably the annals of the 
tribe of Dan. 

8. It does not follow that they had known 
him before, and recognized his voice, though 
it may be so, But the Hebrew equally 
bears the sense that they heard the voice of 
the Levite; and, attracted by it, went into 
the chapel (ve. 18) where Jonathan was. 
They were probably just starting cn their 
journey, but were still within the cowt ot 
precincts of Micah’s house. Micah had evi- 
dently not told them of his house of God, 
and his Levite. Their questions indicate 
surprise. 

5. The sight of the ephod and_ tera- 
pnts suggested the notion of enquiring «f 

ror, 

6. before the Lorn, et i.e. He looks fa- 
vourably upon it. (Cp. Ezr. viii. 21, 22. 
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7 way wherein ye go. Then the five men departed, and came to 


k Josh. 19. 
47, called 
Leshen. 

£ ver. 27, 28, 


kLaish, and saw the people that were therein, ‘how they dwelt 
careless, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure ; 
and there was no ‘magistrate in the land, that might put them 


to shame in any thing; and they were far from the Zidonians, 
8 and had no business with any man. And they came unto their 


™ yer. 2, 


®Num.13.30, 
Josh. 2. 23, 
24 


°1Kin, 22.3. 


brethren to ™Zorah and Eshtaol: and their brethren said unto 
9 them, What suy ye? And they said, “Arise, that we may go up 
against them: for we have scen the land, and, behold, it 7s very 
good: and are ye °still? be not slothful to go, and to enter to 


10 possess the land. When ye go, ye shall come unto a people 


P ver. 7, 27. 
a Deut, 8. 9. 


Psecure, and toa large land; tor God hath given it into your 
hands; %a placo where there 7s no want of any thing that 7s in 


11 the earth. (And there went from thence of the family of the 
Danites out of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, six hundred men “ap- 
12 pointed with weapons of war. And they went up, and pitched 


r Josh. 16. 


* ch. 13, 25, 13 jearim. 
t ver. 2. 
*1 Sam. 14. 


28. 
#ch. 17. 5. 


in *Kirjath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place 
*Mahanch-dan unto this day: behold, it 7s behind Kirjath- 
And they passed thence unto mount Ephraim, and 
14 came unto ‘the house of Micah. { 
that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their 
brethren, Do ye know that *there is in these houses an ephod, 


«Then answered the five men 


and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image ? now 
15 therefore consider what ye have to do. And they turned thither- 
ward, and came to the house of the young man the Leyvite, even 


¥ ver. 11, 


16 unto the house of Micah, and saluted hin. And the “six hun- 


dred men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of 
17 the children of Dan, stood by the entering of the gate. And 


® ver, 2, 14. 
4 ch, 17.4, 5. 


*the five men that wont to spy out the lund went up, and came 
in thither, and took “the graven image, and the ephod, and the 


teraphim, and the molten image: and the priest stood in the 
entering of the gate with the six hundred men that were ap- 


18 pointed with weapons of war. 


And these went into Micah’s 


house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the tera- 


> Job 21. 5. 
& 29. 9. 


& 40. 4. 
Prov. 30. 32. 1 Heb. possessor, or, heir of 
Mic. 7, 16, restraint, 


7. Leish) Afterwards called Dan (v. 29), 
The exact site has not been identified, but 
it was the northern extremity of Israel, near 
the sources of the Jordan, and about four 
miles from Panium, or Cesarea-Philippi. 
It is thought to have stood where the village 
Tell-el-Kadi now stands. 

after the manner of the Zidonians] The 
genius of the Zidonians being mechanical 
and commercial, not military, their colonists 
were apt to neglect fortifications and similar 
warlike precautions. In Solomon’s time the 
Zidonians were especially skilful in hewing 
timber (1 K. v. 6; 1Chr. xxii. 4), and it is 
highly probable, from their proximity to 
Lebanon, that such was the occupation of 
the men of Laish. 

quieé and secure, &c.] This is a very ob- 
scure and difficult passage. Translate thus: 
*‘Quiet and secure, and none of them do- 


phim, and the molten image. 
19 What do ye? And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, “lay 


* Heb. girded. 
3 Heb. usked him of peace, 


Then said the priest unto them, 


Gen. 43. 27. 1 Sam, 17, 
22. 


ing any injury in the land, possessing 
wealth,” or dominion. 
12, sO ery 


‘City of forests,” 
otherwise called ‘* 


irjath-Baal * (marg. 
ref.), identified by Robinson with the mo- 
dern Kurit-el-Enab, on the road from Jaffa 
to Jerusalem [and by Conder with Séba]. 

14, in these houses] This agrees with what 
we saw at vv. 2 and 3 that the “house of 
God” and Jonathan’s house were de- 
tached from Micah’s. There were other 
houses besides (v. 22). The whole settle- 
ment was probably called Beth-Micah, 
contained in one court, and entered by one 
gate (v. 16). 

17. The five went back to Micah’s chapel 
(Micah’s house, v. 18) and took the ephod, 
teraphim, &c., and brought them to the 
gate where the priest was talking to the six 
hundred men. 
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thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, ‘and be to us a «ch. 17,10, 
father and a priest: 7s 7 better for thee to be a priest unto the 
house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a 
20 family in Israel? And the priest’s heart was glad, and he took 
the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went 


21 in the midst of the people. 


So they turned and departed, and 


put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before them. 
22 J znd when they were a good way from the house of Micah, 
the men that were in the houses near to Micah’s house were 


23 gathered together, and overtook the children of Dan. 


And 


they cried unto the children of Dan. And they tured their 
faces, and said unto Micah, What aileth thee, 'that thou comest 
24 with such a company’ And he said, Ye have taken away my 
gods which I made, and the priest, and ye are gone away: and 
what have I more ¥ and what 7s this that ye suy unto me, What 


25 aileth theo ? 


And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not 


thy voice be heard among us, lest ‘angry fellows run upon thee, 
26 and thou lose thy lite, with the lives of thy household. And the 
children of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw that they 
were too strong for him, he turned and went back unto his house. 
27 And they took the things which Micah had made, and the priest 


which he had, and ¢came unto Laish, unto a people that were 


at quiet and secure: ‘and mee 
28 sword, and burnt the city wit 


becauso it was ‘far from Zidon, and they had no business with 
any man; and it was in the valley that lieth 9by Beth-rehob. 
29 J And they built a city, and dwelt therein. And “they called 


@ ver, 7, 10. 


smote them with the edge of the Deut. 33. 22. 
° ° e Josh.19.47. 

fire. And there was no deliverer, ¢ yer. 7, 
y 2 Sam. 10, 


‘Josh. 19. 


ma 


be 
- the name of the city ‘Dan, after the name of Dan their father, ope 


who was born unto Israel: howbeit the name of the city was 
And the children of Dan set up the graven 


30 Laish at the first. 


AU 
1 Kin. 12. 
29, 30. 


image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, 


he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan *until the day 
31 of the captivity of the land. And they sot them up Micah’s 


graven image, which he made, ‘all the time that the house of Ps. 7g, 60. 


God was in Shiloh. 


1 Heb. that thou art gathered together ? 


21. and put the little oncs, &c., before them] 
They expected a pursuit from Micah’s 
people, and arranged their order of march 
accordingly. 

the carriage] Rather, ‘‘ the valuables.” 
Some interpret it ‘‘ the heavy baggage.” 

22. were gathered together] Literally, ‘‘ were 
called together.” ‘he men, who were 
Micah’s workmen, were probably in the 
fields with their master at the time of the 
robbery. When the women saw what was 
done they gave the alarm, and Micah called 
the men together as quickly as possible, 
and pursued the Danites and overtook 
them. 

27. the things which Micah had made) 
Rather, from v. 24, ‘‘the gods which Mi- 
cah had made.” See z. 31; Deut. xxvii. 
15; Ex. xx. 4. 

28, Rehob (as Dan afterwards) is men- 
tioned as the northernmest joint of the 
land of Canaan (Num. xiii. 21), and its po- 


t Josh. 18. 1. 
ch. 19. 18. 


2 Heb. Litter of soul, 2 Sam. 17. 8. 


sition is defined with reference to the enter- 

ing in of Hamath. 
a city] Rather, “the” city. They rebuilt 

Laish, which they had burnt down (v. 29). 
80. In the Hebrew text the name here 


N 
rendered MANASSEH is written M SH. 
Without the N suspended over the line, the 
word may be reall Moses, whose son was 
Gershom (Ex. ii. 22), whose son or descendant 
Jonathan clearly was. ‘lhe Masoretes, pro- 
bably grieved that a descendant of Moses 
should have been implicated in idolatrous 
worship, adopted this expedient for disguis- 
ing the fact without absolutely falsifying 
the text. he Vulgate has Moses, the Sep- 
tuagint Aanasses. 

erses 30, 31, seem to tell us that Jona- 
than’s descendants were priests to the tribe 
of Dan till the captivity (2 K. xv. 29, xvil. 
6); and that the graven image was in 
their custody till David’s time, by whose 
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“ch. 17, 6, 
& 18.1. 

& 21, 25. 

* eh. 17.7. 


2 “Beth-lehem-judah. 


JUDGES. 


XIX. 


Cuar. 19. AND it came to pass in those days, “when there was no 
king in Israel, that there was a certain Leyite sojourning on the 
side of mount Ephraim, who took to him !a concubine out of 

And his concubine played the whore 


against him, and went away from him unto her father’s housc 
to Beth-lehem-judah, and was there *%four whole months. 
3 4 And her husband arose, and went after her, to speak ‘friendly 
unto her, and to bring her again, haying his servant with him, 
and a couple of asses: and she brought him into her father’s 
house: and when the father of the damsel saw him, he rejoiced 


+ to mect him. 


And his father in law, the damsel’s father, re- 


tuined him ; and he abode with him three days: so they did eat 


5 and drink, and lodge there. 


And it came to pass on the fourth 


day, when they arose carly in the morning, that he rose up to 


¢ Gen. 18. 5. 


depart: and the damscel’s father said unto his son in law, **Com- 


fort thine heart with morsel of bread, and afterward go your 


6 way. 


And they sat down, and did eat and drink both of them 


together: for the dumscel’s father had said unto the man, Be 
content, I pray thee, and tarry all night, and let thine heart be 


7 merry. 


And when the inan rose ? to depart, his father in law 
S urged him: therefore he lodged there again. 


And he arose 


carly in the morning on the fifth day to depart: and the dam- 
sel’s father said, Comfert thine heart, I pray thee. And they 


9 tarried “until afternoon, and they did eat both of them. 


And 


when the man rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his 
servant, his father in l»w, the dainsel’s father, said unto him, 
Behold, now the day ‘draweth toward ovening, I pray you tarry 


’ 


all night: behold, "the day groweth to an end, lodge here, that 
thine heart inay be merry; and to morrow get you carly on your 
10 way, that thou mayest go *home. But the man would not tarry 


that night, but he rose u 


@ Josh. 18, 
23, 


p and departed, and came 'over against 
“Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were with him two asses 
11 saddled, his concubine also was with him, FJ And when they were 


by Jebus, the day was far spent; and the servant said unto his 


¢ Josh. 13. 8, 
63. 


ch. 1, 2). 
2 Sam. 5. 6. 


f Josh. 18. 
2a, 

! Heh. a woman a cone 

cubine, or, a wife @ cous 


eubine, : 34. 3. 
20r, a year and four 
months, 


3 Tels. days four nonthe. 
+ Heb. fo her heart, Gen. 


S Heb. strengthen. 
© Wel, fill the day declined. 


master, Come, I pray thee, and Iet us turn in into this city ot 
12 the Jebusites, and lodge in it. 
We will not turn aside hither into the city of a stranger, that 7s 
13 not of the children of Isracl; we will pass over ‘to Gibeah. And 


And his master said unto him, 


* Heh, tx weak. 

® Heb. it is the pitching 
time of the day, 

> Heh. fo thy tent, 

* Heb, to over against. 


a_i PS 


order, perhaps, it was destroyed, though 
the idolatrous worship continued, or was re- 
vived, at Dan. 

XIX. This history has no connexion 
whatever with the preceding. The note of 
time (xx. 28) shows that the date of it is in 
the lifetime of the first generation of szt- 
tlers in Canaan. 

1, @ concubine] Sce marg. The name 
does not imply any moral reproach. A 
concubine was as much the man’s wife as 
the woman so called, though she had not 
the same rights. See cr. 3, 4. 

2. played the whore aquinst him] Perhaps 
only meaning that she ran away from him, 


and left him; for she returned to her f2- 
ther’s house. 

9. This is a perfect picture of the manners 
of the time. 1t is probable that the father 
showed more than usual hospitality, in 
order to ensure the kind treatment of his 
daughter by her husband. ‘These particu- 
lars are given to account for their journey 
running so far into the evening, which was 
the immediate cause of the horrible catas- 
trophe which followed. 

12. city of a stranger] This shows how 
completely, even in these early days, the 
Jebusite population had excluded both the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 


JUDGES. XIX. 


he said unto his servant, Come, and let us draw near to one of 
14 these places to lodge all night, in Gibeah, or in 7Ramah. And 
they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down 
upon them when they were by Gibeab, which belongeth to Benja- 
id min. And they turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge in 
Gibeah : and when he went in, he sat him down in a street of 
the city: for there was no man that *took them into his house to 
16 lodging. And, behold, there came an old man from ‘his work 
out of the field at even, which wes also of mount Ephraim ; and 
he sojourned in Gibeah: but the mon of the place were Benja- 
17 nites. And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring 
inan in the street of the city: and the old man said, Whither 
18 goest thou ? and whence comest thou’ And he said unto him, 
We are passing from Beth-lehem-judah toward the side of 
mount Ephraim; from thence am 1: and I went to Beth-lehem- 
judah, but I am now going to *the house of the Lorp; and 
19 there 7s no man that 'receiveth me to house. Yet there is both 
straw and provender for our asses: and there is bread and wine 


463 


7 Josh. 18. 
25. 


4 Matt. 25. 
43. 


Heb. 13. 2. 
? Ps. 10%. 23, 


© Josh. 18. 1. 


also for me, and for thy handmaid, and for the young man which 7 


20 is with thy servants: there 7s no want of any thing. And the 
old man said, 'Peace be with thee; howsoever Jet all thy wants 
21 die upon me; “only lodge not in the street. "So he brought him 
into his house, and gave provender unto the asses: °and they 
22 washed their feet, and did eat and drink. Now as they were 
making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain 
4sons of Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the 
door, and spake to the master of the house, the old man, saying, 


"Bring forth the man that came into thine house, that we may 4 


23 know him. And ‘the man, the master of the house, went out 
unto them, and said unto them, Nay, my brethren, »ay, I pray 
you, do not so wickedly ; seeing that’this man is come into mine 
24 house, ‘do not this folly. “Behold, here is my daughter a 
maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and 
humble ye them, and do with them what seemeth good unto 
25 you: but unto this man do not ?so vile a thing. But the men 
would not hearken to him: so the man took his concubine, and 
brought her forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused 
her all the night until the morning: and when the day began to 
26 spring, they let her go. Then came the woman in the dawn- 
ing of the day, and fell down at the door of the man’s house 
27 where her lord was, till it was light. And her lord rose up in 
the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out 
to go his way: and, behold, the woman his concubine was fallen 
down at the door of the houso, and her hands were upon the 
28 threshold. And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But 


m Gen, 19.2. 
* Gen .24,32. 
° Gen. 18. 4. 


r Gen, 10. 6. 
Rom. 1. 26. 

* Gen, 19. 6. 
¢2 Sam. 13. 
12. 

« Gen. 19. 8. 
= Gen, 34. 2. 
Deut. 21. 14. 


v Gen, 4. 1. 


1 Heb. gathereth, ver. 15. 


14, Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin] 
See Josh. xviii. 24 note. 

15. @ street] Probably the square or place 
within the gates, where courts were held, 
bargains made, and where the chief men 
and strangers congregated. 

16. which was also of Mount Ephraim] i.e., 
of the country of the Levite. This single 
giver of hospitality was himself a stranger 
and sojourner at Gibeah. 

18. the house of the Lorn] Probably at 
Shiloh (marg. reff.). The Levite was pro- 


2 Heh. the matte~ of thix folly. 


hably one of those who ministered at the 
Tabernacle. His two asses and servant 
show him to have been in gvod circum- 
stances, and he had a home of his own, 

28. this man is come into mine house] He 
appeals to the sacred rights of hospitality, 
just as Lot did (Gen. xix. 8). Both cases 
betray painfully the low place in the social 
scale occupied by woman in the old world, 
from which it is one of the glories of Chris- 
tianity to have raised her. 
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® ch. 20. 5. 
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*none answered. Then the man took her up upon an ass, and 
29 the man rose up, and gat him unto his place. 


q And when he 


was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his 


€ ch, 20, 6. 


concubine, and @divided her, ¢ogether with her bones, into twelve 
30 pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of Israel. 


And it was so, 


that all that saw it said, There was no such deed dono nor seen 
from the day that the children of Israel came up out of the land 


® ch, 20. 7. 
Prov. 13. 10. 


@ Dout. 13. 
12. 
Josh, 22, 12, 


your minds. 


gone up to Mizpch. 


of Egypt unto this day: consider of it, *take advice, and speak 


Cuar. 20. THEN “all the children of Israel went out, and the 
congregation was gathered together as one man, from "Dan 
even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead, unto the Lorp ‘in 

2 Mizpeh. And the chief of all the people, even of all the tribes of 
Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of the people of 
3 God, four hundred thousand footmen “that drew sword. 
the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel were 

: 4 Then said the children of Israel, Tell us, 


(Now 


4 how was this wickedness? And 'the Levite, the husband of the 


¢ ch, 19. 15. 
J ch. 19. 22. 


woman that was slain, answered and said, *I came into Gibeah 
5 that belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge. 4And 


the men of Gibeah roso against me, and beset the house round 


9 ch, 19. 25, 


4 ch, 19. 20. 


about upon me by night, and thought to have slain me: %and 
6 my concubine have they *forced, that she is dead. And "I took 


my concubine, and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout 


€ Josh. 7. 15. 


¥ ch. 19. 20, 


all the country of the inheritance of Israel: for they ‘have com- 
7 mitted lewdness and folly in Israel. 
& of Isruel; *give here your advice and counsel. 


Behold, ye «re all children 
GjAnd all the 


people arose as one man, saying, We will not any of us go to 


9 his tent, neither will we any of us turn into his house. 


But 


now this shall be the thing which we will do to Gibeah; we aci?l 
10 go up by lot against it; and we will take ten men of an hundred 


1 Heb. the man the Lecite. 


29. a knife] Rather, ‘the " knife. The 
single household implement used, not like 
our knives at our meals, but for slaughter- 
ing and cutting up the animals into joints 
for eating (Gen. xxii. 6, 10: Prov. xxx. 14). 
toyether with her bones, &c.] Rather, into 
her bones, or bone by bone, into twelve pieces. 
The pieces are synonymous with the Lones 
(cp. Ezek. xxiv. 4, 5). There ig some- 
thing truly terrible in the stern ferocity of 
Gre and indignation which dictated this 
desperate effort to arouse his countrymen to 
avenge his wrong. Cp. 1 Sam. xi. 7. 

XX. 1. The congregation is the technical 

term for the whole community of the Israel- 
itish people. 
dication of the early date of these transac- 
tions. 
, from Dan to Beer-sheb«} We cannot safely 
infer from this expression that the settle- 
ment of Dan, recorded in ch. xviii. had 
taken place at this time. It only proves 
that in the writer’s time, from Dan to Beer- 
sheba was a proverbial expression for all Is- 
rael (cp. marg. ref.). 

with the land of Gilead] Meaning all the 
trans-Jordanic tribes ; mentioned particu- 
larly, both to show that the whole congrega- 


Its occurrence here is anin- ( 


2 Heb. humbled. 


tion of the children of Israel, in its widest 
meaning, took part in the council, and also 
because of Jabesh-Gilead (xxi. 8, 10). 

unto the Lonp in Mizpeh| The phrase unto 
the Lord, implies the presence of the ‘Taber- 
nacle (xi. 11 note). Mizpeh in Benjamin 
(Josh. xviii. 26), from its connexion with 
Bethel and Ramah, is probably meant here. 
It is the same as that which appears as a 
place of nationa. assembly in 1 Sam. 
vii. 5, x. 17; 2 K. xxv. 22-295. It must 
have been near Shiloh and Gibeah, and in 
the north of Benjamin. The Benjamites 
were duly summoned with the other tribes; 
so that their absence was contumacious 


vr. 3). 
2. the chief] Literally, ‘the corner stones.” 
(Cp. 1 Sam. xiv. 38.) 

8. They bound themselves not to hreak 
up and disperse till they had punished the 
wickedness of Gibeah. 

9. by lot] To determine who should go up 
first (xv. 18). ‘The shape of the ground pro- 
bably made it impossible for the whole force 
to operate at once; and the question of 
spoil would have something to do with the 
arrangement. (Cp. 1 Sam. xxx. 22-25.) 

10. In order to make it possible for the 
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throughout all the tribes of Isracl, 
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and an hundred of a thou- 


sand, and a thousand out of ten thousand, to fetch victual for 
the people, that they may do, when they come to Gibeah of 
Benjamin, according to all the folly that they have wrought in 


11 Israel. 
12'knit together as one man. 


So all the nen of Isracl were gathered aguinst the city, 
qtAnd the tribes of Israel sent 
men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, What wickcd- 
13 ness 7s this that is done among you? Now thercfore deliver us 
the men, “the children of Belial, which are in Gibcah, that we 
may put them to death, and "put away evil from Israel. 
the children of Benjamin would not hearken to the voice of 
14 their brethren the children of Israel: but the children of Ben- 


' Deut.13.14. 
Josh. 22, 13, 
10, 


m Deut, 13, 
13. 


ch. 19, 22. 
*® Deut. 17. 
12, 


But 


jamin gathered themselves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, 


15 to go out to battle against the children of Isracl. 


And the 


children of Benjamin were numbered at that tine out of the 
cities twenty and six thousand men that drew sword, beside the 
inhabitants of Gibeah, which were nuinbered seven hundred 
16 chosen men. Among all this people there were seven hundred 


chosen men °lefthanded; every one could sling stones at an 
And the men of Israel, beside Ben- 


17 hair breadth, and not miss. 


°1Chr. 12,2. 


jamin, were numbered four hundred thousand men that drew 


18 sword: all these were men of war. 


against the children of Benjamin ? 
19 shall go up first. 


q And the children of Isracl 
arose, and ?went up to the houso of God, and 7asked counsel 
of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle 


P yor, 23, 20. 
aNum27.2), 
: ch. 1, 1. 

And the Lorp said, Judah 


! And the children of Israel rose up in the 
20 morning, and encamped against Gibeah. 


And the men of 


Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and tho men of 
Israel put themselves in array to fight against them at Gibeah. 


21 And ‘the children of Benjamin caine forth out of Gibeah, and 


© Gen. 49. 27. 


destroyed down to the ground of the Israclites that day twenty 
22 and two thousand men. YJ And the people the men of Isracl 
encouraged themselves, and sct their battle again in array in 
the place where they put themselves in array the first day. 


23 (¢And tho children of Isracl wont up and wept before the Lorp 
1 Heb. fellows. 


force of Israel to keep the field, and do to 
the men of Gibeah what their wickedness 
deserved, etery tenth man (forty thousand 
in all) was appointed to find provisions for 
the whole army. ; 
16-17. Comparing the numbers here with 
those in Num. i. and xxvi., it is seen that in 
the case both of the Benjamites and the Is- 
raelites the numbers are diminished by 
about one-third, 7c. they appear as about 
two-tnirds only of what they were at_the 
last numbering in the plains of Moab. This 
diminution seems to indicate disturbed and 
harassing times. With this agrees the men- 
tion of the cities, as containing the whole 
Benjamite population. The inference is 
that the open country and unwalled villages 
were not safe, but that the Benjamites kept 
the Cannanites in subjection only by dwell- 
ing in fortified towns. v 
16. See iii. 15, and note. In the LDXX. 
and Vulg. the seven hundred chosen men of 


# ver, 26, 27, 


Gibeah are represented as the seven hun- 
dred left-handed slingers. 

18. went up to the house of God) Tt should 
be ‘to Bethel.” At this time the Ark was 
at Bethel (cp. 1 Sam. x. 3), and not at Shi- 
loh. It is not unlikely that though Shiloh 
was the chief residence of the Ark (Jer. vii. 
12), yet the Tabernacle, being moveable, 
was, either at stated times, or as occasion 
required, moved to where the Judge resided, 
or the congregation assembled (cp. 1 Sam. 
vii. 16). On the present occasion the Ark 
may have been moved to Bethel for the 
convenience of proximity to the great na- 
tional council at Mizpeh. p 

21, Gibeah, being on a hill, was difficult 
of access to an attacking army, and gave 
preat advantage to the defenders, who 
fought from higher ground, and probably 
defended a narrow pass, while their compa- 
nions on the walls could gall the assailants 
with their slingstones. 
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until even, and asked counsel of the LorD, saying, Shall I go 
up again to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother? 
24 And the Lory said, Go up against him.) And the children of 
Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the seconil 


‘vor, 21, 25 dav. 


nd ‘Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah 


the second day, and destroyed down to the ground of the chil- 
dren of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the 
26 sword, Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, 


"ver, 13, 


*went up, and came unto the house of God, and wept, and sat 


there before the Lorp, and fasted that day until even, and 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lon». 


“ Josh, 18. 1. 
\ Sam. -£. 3, 
! 


Y Josh. 28 
wece 


ob}, 
= Deut, 10, 
SLX IS. 5, 


27 And the children of Lsrael enquired of the Lorp, (for *the ark 
28 of the covenant of God zas there in those days, Y¥and Phinehas, 
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, ‘stood before it in those 
days,) saying, Shall I vet again go out to battle against the chil- 
dren of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease’ And the Lorp 


suid, Go wp; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand. 


* So Josh. 
sh 


29, 30 4 And Isracl “set liers in wait round about Gibeah. And the 
children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on 


the third day, and put themselves in array against Gibeah, as 


31 at other times. 


And the children of Benjamin went out against 


the people, aad were drawn away from the city; and they began 
‘to sinite of the peoplo, avd kill, as at other times, in the high- 
ways, of which one goeth up to ?the house of God, and the 


other te Gibeah in the field, ebout thirty men of Israel. And 


the children of Benjamin said, They are sinitten down before us, 


as ut the first. 


But the children of Israel) said, Let us flee, and 
3 draw them from the city unto the highways. 


And all the men 


of Israel rose up out of their place, and put themselves in array 
at Daal-tamar: snd the liers in wait of Israel came forth out of 


34 their places, eren out of the meadows of Gibeah. 


And there 


came against Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out of all Israel, 


® Jash, 81. 


Isai. WL UL thei. 


and the battle wax sore: “but they knew not that evil eas near 
And the LorD xmote Benjamin before Isracl : and the 


children of Israel destroyed of the Benjamites that day twenty 
und five thousand and an hundred men: all these drew the 


' Tle. to emite of the people wounded aa at, &e. 


sword. So the children of Benjamin saw that they were 


2 Or, Beth-el, 


Sn ee 


26. fasted antil even] The rezular time 
fur ending a fast among the Hebrews was 
sunset (ep. L Sam. xiv. 24; 2 Sam. i. 12). 
Such national fasts are called by the Rahbix 
fasts of the congregation, and were enjoined 
in times of vreat affliction. 

On the offerings, see Lev. i, iii. 

28. Phinchas, the son of Eleuzar, Ke.) A 
Most Duportant chronological statement, 
which makes it probable that these events 
avcurred within twenty vears of the death 
of Joshua, 

fo-inorrow] The two former answers only 
bade them go up against Benjamin; new, 
for the first time, the promise is added, 
* Toanorrow,” &e. (ep. Josh. viii. 1). 

29, The stratagem described is exactly 
that by which Joshua took Ai (mary. ref.). 

81. to the house of God] To Bethel,” as 
jn the margin. 


On ‘‘Gibeah in the field,” see Josh. 
xviii. 24 note. 

33. Baal-tamar is only mentioned here. 
It took its name from some palm-tree that 
grew there; perhaps the same as the “ palm- 
tree of Dehra, between Ramah and 
Bethel” (iv. 5), the exact locality here indi- 
cated, since ‘‘ the highway” (r. 31) alony 
which the Israelites enticed the Benjamites 
to pursue them, ieads straight to Ramah. 
which lay only a mile beyond the point 
where the two ways branch off. 

the meadows of Sk The word rendered 
meadow is only found here. According to 
its etymology, it ought to mean a bare upen 
place, which is particularly unsuitable for 
an ambush, But by a change in the vowel- 
points, without any alteration in the letters, 
it becomes the common word for @ cavern. 
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smitten: ‘for the men of Israel gave place to the Benjamites, 
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¢ Josh, 8, 135. 


because they trusted unto the liers in wait which they had set 


37 beside Gibeuh. 


¢ And the liers in wait hasted, and rushed upon 


¢ Josh. 8. 19, 


Gibeah ; and the liers in wait 'drew themselves along, and smote 
38 all the city with the edge of the sword. Now there was an 
appointed "sign between the men of Israel 3and the liers in 
wit, that they should make a great ‘flame with smoke rise up 


39 out of the city. 


And when the men of Israel retired in the 


battle, Benjamin began *to smite and kill of the men of Israel 
about thirty persons: for they said, Surely they are smitten 


40 down before us, as in the first battle. 


But when the flame 


began to arise up out of the city with a pillar of smoke, the 


Benjamites ‘looked behind them, and, behold, ‘the flame of the 


¢ Josh. S. 20. 


+1 city ascended up to heaven. And when the men of Isracl turned 
aguin, the men of Benjamin were amazed: for they saw that 
42 evil ‘was come upon them. Therefore they turned their backs 
before the men of Israel unto the way of the wilderness; but 
the battle overtook them; and them which cume out of the cities 


43 they destroyed in the midst of them. 
Benjamites round about, and chased them, and /trode them 


Lhus they inclosed the 
f Jor, £1. 33. 


down *with ease %over aguinst Gibeah toward the sunrising. 
44 And there fell of Benjamin eighteen thousand men; all these 


45 were men of valour. 


And they turned and fled toward the wil- 


derness unto the rock of Rimmon: and they gleaned of them in 
the highways five thousand men; and pursued hard after them 


46 unto 


idom, and slew two thousand men of them. 


So that all 


which fell that day of Benjamin were twenty and five thousand 


47 men that drew the sword; all these were nen of valour. 


gBut ch. 21.13. 


six hundred men turned and fled to the wilderness unto the 
rock Rimmon, and abode in the rock Rimmon four months. 
48 And the men of Israel turned again upon the children of Ben- 
jamin, and smote them with the edge of the sword, as well the 


3 Heb. ith, 


1 Or, made a long sound 
4 Heb. elevation. 


with the trumpet, Josh. 


6. 5. 
2 Or, time. 


42. the way of the wilderness) t.e. the wil- 
derness which extended from Jericho to the 
hills of Bethel. 

them which came out of the cities] These 
must be the Benjamites (7, 15). ence, 
**in the nidst of then.” must mean in thelr 
own eities, whither they severally fled for 
refuge, but failed to find shelter (7. 48). 
Anathoth, Alemath, Ramah, Ataroth, 
Geba, Michmash, Ai, Bethel, Migron, &c. 
would probably be the cities meant, a 
lying east and north of Gibeah. 

48. The language and construction of 
this verse is poetical; it seems to be an ex- 
tract from a song, and to describe, in the 
language of poetry, the same event which 
the preceding verse described in that of 
prose. 

arth ease] Or rest (Num. x. 33; Ps. xcv. 

e expression is very obscure. The 
margin takes it as the name of a place. 

45. Rimmon) A village named Rumnion, 
situated on the summit cf a conical chalky 
hill, still exists, and forms a remarkable 


5 Heb. fo smite the wounded, 
6 Heb. the whole consump- 


tion, 
7 Heb. fouched them. 
8 Or, from Menuchah, de. 
9 Heb. unto over against. 


object in the landscape, visible in all direc- 
tions. It lies 15 miles north of Jerusalem. 
It is a different place from Rimmon in the 
south of Judah (Josh. xv. 32), and Remmon 
in Zebulon (Josh, xix. 13). Gidom, men- 
tioned nowhere else, was evidently close to 
Rimmon. 

46. In x. 35 the number given is 25,100. 
Verses 44—46 give the details of the loss on 
that day: 18,000, 5,000, and 2,000; in all 
25,000. But as the Benjamites numbered 
26,700 men (v. 15), and 600 escaped to the 
rock of Rimmon, it is clear that 1,100 are 
unaccounted for, partly frem no account 
being taken of those who fell in the battlex 
of the two first days, partly from the use of 
round numbers, or from some other cause. 
The numbers given both here and in +. 35 are 
expressly restricted to those who fell on that 
(the third) day. 

48, They treated Benjamin as devoted to 
utter destruction, as Jericho had been (Josh. 
vi. 17, 21), and the whole tribe was all but 
actually extirpated. We see in the punish- 
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XXI. 


men of every city, as the beast, and all that ' came to hand: also 
they set on fire all the cities that *they came to. 


ch. 20.1. 


Cuap. 21, NOW “the men of Isracl had sworn in Mizpeh, saying, 


‘Chere shall not any of us give his danghter unto Benjamin to 


deh. 20.18, 2 wife. 
oe 


And the people came "to the house of God, and abode 


26 there till even before God, and lifted up their voices, and wept 
3 sore: and said, O Lorp God of Israel, why is this come to pass 

in Isracl, that there should be to day one tribe lacking in Israel? 

4 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, 


2 Sam. 24 


¢ 
25. 


and ‘built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
5 offerings. And the children of Israel said, Who is there among 


all the tribes of Israel that came not up with the congregation 


4 ch, 5, 23. 


unto the Lorp? 4 or they had made a great oath concerning 


him that caine not up to the Lorp to Mizpeh, saying, He shall 


G surely be put to death. 


And the children of Israel repented 


thein for Benjamin their brother, and said, There is one tribo 
7 cut off from Israel this day. How shall we do for wives tor 
them that remain, seeing we have sworn by tho Loxp that we 
S will not give them of our daughtors to wives? YJAnd they said, 
What one is there of the tribes of Israel that caino not up to 
Mizpch to the Lorp? And, behold, there came nono to the 


¢18am.11.1. 
& 31. 11, 


10 Jabesh-gilead there. 


9 camp froin ¢Jabesh-gilead to the assembly. For the people were 
numbered, and, behold, there were none of the inhabitants of 
And the congregation scent thither twelve 


thousand men of the valiantest, and commanded them, saying, 


Iver. 5. & 
ch, 5. 23. 

1 Sam. 11.7. 
4 Num, 31, 
17. 


/Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of 
11 the sword, with the women and the children. 
thing that ye shall do, 7Ye shall utterly destroy every male, and 
12 every woman that *hath lain by man. 


And this 7s the 


And they found among 


the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four hundred ‘young virgins, 
that had known no man by lying with any male: and thoy 


« Josh. 18.1. 


brought them unto the camp to *Shiloh, which is in the land of 


13 Canaun. @And the whole congregation sent some to speak to 


a ch. 20.17, 


the children of Benjamin ‘that were in the rock Rimmon, and to 


1+ ®call peaceably unto them. And Benjamin came again at that 


1 Heb, saa found. 
2 Heb, were found, 


ment inflicted the same ferocity which 
marked both the crime and the Levite’s 
mode of requiring vengeance. 

XXII. 2. to the house uf Ged] Tt should be, 
“to Bethel.” See xx. 18. 

8. ‘The repetition of the name of Israel is 
very striking in connexion with the title of 
Jehovah as God of Israel. It contains a 
very forcible pleading of the Covenant, and 
memorial of the promises. The very name 
‘Israel’ comprehended all the twelve 
tribes ; with one of them blotted out, the 
remnant would not be Israel. 

4, It is not certain whether the brazen 
Altar was at Bethel at this time, or whether 
it may not have heen elxewhere, c.y., at 
Shiloh with the Tabernacle. Some, how- 
ever, think that the Altar here mentioned 
was additional to the brazen Altar, in conse- 
quence of the unusual number of sacrifices 


3 Heh. knoweth the lying & Heb. and spake and called. 
with man. 6 
4 Heb. young comen virgins, 


Or, procluim peace, Deut. 
10 


20. 10. 


caused by the presence of the whole con- 
gregation (cp. 1 K. viii. 64 note). 

8. Jabesh-Giicad] Is here mentioned for 
the first time. (See marg. reff.) The name 
of Jabesh survives only in the Wady Yahes 
(running down to the east bank of the 
Jordan), near the head of which are situated 
the ruins called Ed-Deir, which are identi- 
fied with Jabesh-Gilead. 

10. And the congregation sent 12,000 men] 
A thousand from each tribe; they fol- 
lowed the precedent of Num. xxxi. 4. 

11, Ye shall utterly destroy} More exactly, 
**¥o shall devote to utter destruction,” or 
cherem (Lev. xxvii. 28 note). 

12. to Shiloh] Whither, as the usual place 
of meeting for the national assembly, the 
Israelites had moved from Bethel (a distance 
of about 10 miles), during the expedition of 
the 12,000 to Jabesh-Gilead, 
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time; and they gave them wives which they had saved alive of 
the women of Jabesh-gilead: and yet so they sufficed them not. 
15 And the people ‘repented them for Benjamin, because that tho 
16 Lorp had made a breach in the tribes of Israel. (Then the 
elders of the congregation said, How shall we do for wives for 
thein that remain, seeing the women are destroyed out of Ben- 
17 jamin. And they said, There must be an inheritance for them 
that be escaped of Benjamin, that a tribe be not destroyed out of 
18 Israel. LHowbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: 
‘Yor the children of Israel have sworn, saying, Cursed be he that 
19 giveth a wife to Benjamin. Then they said, Behold, there is a 
feast of the Lorp in Shiloh 'yearly in a place which is on the 
north side of Beth-el, *on the east side *of the highway that 
goeth up from Beth-el to Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah. 
20 Therefore they commanded tho children of Benjamin, saying, 
21 Go and lie in wait in the vineyards; and sce, and, behold, if the 
daughters of Shiloh come out ™to dance in dances, then come ye 
out of the vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the 
22 daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. And it 
shall be, when their fathers or their brethren come unto us to 
complain, that we will say unto them, ‘Be favourable unto them 
for our sakes: because we reserved not to each man his wife in 
the war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that ye 
23 should be guilty. And ike children of Benjamin did so, and 
took them wives, according to their number, of them that 
danced, whom they caught: and they went and returned unto 
their inheritance, and "repaired the cities, and dwelt in them. 
24 And the children of Israel departed thence at that time, every 7° 
man to his tribe and to his family, and they went out from 


¥ vor. G, 


‘ver. 1. 
ch. 11. 35. 


m See 

Exod. 15. 20. 
ch. 11. 34. 

1 Sam. 14. 6. 
Jer. 31. 13, 


25 thence every man to his inheritance. {]°In those days there was ° ch. 17.6 
no king in Israel: ”every man did that which was right in his £181. 
own eyes. P Deut. 12.8, 

ch. 17. 6, 


' Heb. from year to year. 
2 Or, forcurd the sunrising. 


18, for the children of Israel have sworn] 
See r.1. Cp. Saul's rash oath (1 Sam. xiv. 
24), and his breach of the oath made to the 
Gideonites (2 Sam. xxi. 2). For the guilt 
of a broken oath, see Ezek. xvii, 15-20; Ex. 


Xx. 7. 

19, The Feast was probably the Passover, 
or one of the three great Jewish Feasts. In 
these unsettled times men went up to Shiloh 
(Seilun) only once a year (1 Sam. i. 3) in- 
stead of thrice; only the males kept the 
Feasts, and therefore the virgins of Shiloh 
would naturally be the only maidens pre- 
rent, and the public festival would be a 
likely occasion for their festive dances. It 
is, however, possible that some particular 
feast peculiar to Shiloh is meant, like the 
yearly sacrifice of David’s family in Beth- 
ehem (1 Sam. xx. 29). 

22. ye did not give, &c.] 7.c. they had not 
broken the oath mentioned in z. 1, so as to 


3 Or, on. 
* Or, gratify usin them. 


be guilty of taking the Lord’s name in vain. 
They did not give their daughters to Ben- 
jamin: the Benjamites had taken them 

y force. Such casuistry as this condemns 
the system of oaths, and illustrates the 
wisdom of our Lord’s precept (Matt. v. 
33-37). 

28, Cp. the very similar account of the 
rape of the Sabine women by the Roman 
youths at the festival of the Consualia, as 
related by Livy. 

25. The repetition of this characteristic 
i sibak (ep. xvii. 6, xviii. 1, xix. 1) is pro- 

ably intended to impress upon us the idea 
that these disorders arose from the want of 
a sufficient authority to suppress them. The 
hie gl of such a story, of which the 

sraelites must have been ashamed, is a 
striking evidence of the Divine superinten- 
dence and direction as regards the Holy 
Scriptures. 


